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Chapter I 

AS THEY ARE 

Others had mitten even before Vatsyana the Wise 
mote his “ Gospel of Love ” At that time the power 
of the Yavans and the Sakas was outstretched oier 
the land They were peoples that had come out 
of Persia and Bactria and obscure Scythia, many of 
them men vnth the blood of those Ionian soldiers 
who had marched with Alexander and settled with 
Eastern wives under Eastern skies The teachings 
of Gautama, the Indian prince, they had made their 
own , and to the countries in which they ruled they 
had brought the peace of Buddha and the temperate 
fruitions of Greece On all the great trade routes 
were monasteries of Buddhist monks and large cara 
vanserais for merchants and pilgrims Even as far 
as the sands of Lopnor, far across the roof of the 
world, and to the Gobi desert, where the Chinese 
land begins, the tribes that gave rulers to India had 
set their posts and planted their colonies On 
cunningly sealed wedges of wood they sent their 
royal orders to the wardens of their frontiers and 
on palm leaves from the Indian coasts they inscribed 
the lore that gave the illumination of God to settle 
ments on the mountains and in the Central Asian 

3 



Indian Women 


deserts In the shrmes or stupas that they raised, 
to Buddha, the wise teacher, they had dadoes and 
frescoes painted in tempera by some Titianus or 
Hehodorus from the Hdlemzed Levant, adventurers 
of a fine Grecian courage, who scattered their har- 
monious energies and their joy m life over the Indian 
world Along the trade routes marched merchants’ 
caravans, burdened with silks and rare spices, that 
found their way from China to the Black Sea or the 
precarious ports on the Arabian. Coast 
“Women,” wrote the professors of love, m that 
tune of peace and enjoyment, “ can be divided into 
four classes There is she who is a pure lotus, and 
she who is fair as A picture, she whom they call hag 
and witch, and she who can be Ul.en.ed only to the 
female of the dephant ” Of her who is as a lotus 
they wrote * Her face is pleasant, like the full 
moon her plump body is tender as the mustard 
flower her shn is fine and soft as the golden lotus, 
fair and undarkened Bright and beautiful are her 
eyes like those of the antelope, cleat cut and health 
ful Her breast is firm and full and uplifted, and 
her neck shapely her nose is straight and delightful 
The scent of her tody is like a lily newly hurst She 
walks delicately like a swan and her voice is low and 
musical as the note of the cuckoo, calling softly m the 
summer day She is clothed w dean white garments 
and she ddights in nch jewels and adornments She 
is gracious and clever, pious and respectful, a lover 
of God, a listener to the virtuous and the wise ” 
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Of the maimer of living of a virtuous woman 
it is further written by Vatsyana the Wise “A 
virtuous woman that hath affection to her husband 
shall in all things act according to his wishes as if he 
were divine She shall keep the house well-cleansed 
md arrange flowers of every land m the different 
chambers and surround the house with a garden 
and make the floor smooth and polished, so that 
all things be meet and seemly Above all she shall 
venerate the shrine of the Household Deities To 
the parents of her husband she shall behave as is meet 
and proper, speaking to them in few words and softly, 
not laughing loud in their presence, but being always 
quiet and respectful without self»wdl and contra- 
diction She shall always consider in the kitchen 
what her husband likes and dislikes and shall seek 
to please him Always she will sit down after him 
and rise before him and when she hears his footsteps 
as he returns home, she will get up and meet him and 
do aught that he desires If her husband do wrong, 
she shall not unduly reproach him, but show him a 
slight displeasure and rebuke him m words of fond- 
ness and affection And when she goes to her husband 
when they are alone, she will wear bright coloured 
garments and many jewels and anklets and will 
perfume herself with sweet ointments and m her 
hair place flowers ” 

Many generations have passed and other races— 
Hunas and Gujjars and Mongols — have invaded 
India And asceticism has squeezed the people in 
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it* dr\ hand, and there has been mr and bigotry and 
pestilence Yet esen now the teachings arc rot 
quite forgotten Man) a one there still is among 
the vomcn of India, of whom it can with truth be 
said “ She is c* en as a golden lotus ” 

Now, again, the sovereigns of India rule oter nun) 
regions and send their royal me* ages to the utter- 
most ends of the earth Again the great trade- 
routes pass through Irdia and the merchandise of 
East and of West meet in the harbours of Bombay 
and Calcutta Castes 3rd peoples feel their was to 
a common nationality and a fresher spin:, and before 
their ey « break the morning light of a ne— Renais- 
sance And m the women of new India, the o’d 
terts rent e to a more vigorous flesh and spine 
Stand of an c\ emng on the Queen’s Road in Bombat , 
looking over the wide curse of Back Bay, where the 
lights of the city fade ait at into the distances of the 
sea and on die right the hill throws its contour against 
the darkening sk> They pass here, bnghtly dad, 
quietly smiling, modestly distant, the women of 
India at their newest and most modern, yet in 
essentials formed by the 3ncient rule They are 
discarding perhaps the habits of dark ages of misrule 
and superstition, but they ding none the less to the 
spun of old India— to those principles hallowed at 
its best and freshest age. In their cars the wives 
and children of rich merchants glide through the 
crowd On the bad seat, m the shadow of the cab- 
riolet top, a glimpse of gold brocade can be caught 
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or the tone of a fair brown ska Here a Bb3tia hdy 
passes, come ongwall} from the hot plains of the 
Cutch Peninsula, the wife of a millionaire cotton- 
spinner or a financial agent Or there, in gracefully- 
draped mantle 1 and Pans made shoes and stockngs, 
a Saraswat Brahman lady or a Pathare Prabhu, with 
that lustrous pallor that is brought by the warm 
breezes from, the sea, goes on her way to her club to 
play tennis or drink afternoon tea Seated m open 
carnages or strolling along the pavement to taste 
the freshness of the sea-breeze, are hundreds of Parsi 
girls, in dresses of every hue, with the hcavj velvet 
borders that they affect, gossiping, nodding to their 
friends, laughing and chattering Poorer women 
dart across the street, pulling children after them 
through the busy traffic, and carrying their youngest 
on their hip astride A sweeper woman brushes 
fallen leaves into the gutter Through all the noise 
of motors and of the trains that dash along the dis- 
figuring railway, the sound of a bell clanged at the 
temple door by a worshipper may be heard and, at 
sunset, the call to prayer from the minaret of a mosque 
Behind a high wall, half way down the fashionable 
drive, a red light rises against the darkness from the 
flames which consume the city's dead 

Chiefly the notes that strike are of nature and sex 
These women are so thoroughly women, beyond and 

» The tart has throughout this book been rendered by the 
English word mantle though as aa eqm valent it is misleading 
For a description of the sari as it is see Chapter VIII 
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above all else Except perhaps among the Pifw, 
where Engbsta customs have been sometimes too 
closely copjftJ, there is no trace of the beings, v. omen 
in, age, but stunted and warped and with the ignorance 
of children, that, seen in other countries, create 
an uneasiness as at the touch of something unnatural 
and perverse Here are the clear brows and trading 
faces of those who krxc, to whom «ex is a necessary 
part of life, and motherhood a pndc and duty The} 
dress and adorn themselves, because the} are women, 
mth a husband to please and to govern Their sex 
is {rani and admitted as women the) know their 
place m the world and as women the} seek a retiring 
modesty Their \ct) aloofness, their seclusion, gives 
them half then charm and they know it Not 
for them, for instance, the dismal methods of 
American schools, where mixed classes and a common 
pla> ground rub away all the attraction of the sexes 
and make their growing pupils dull} kin like brother 
and sister In India women are so much valued and 
attain half their power because the} are only occasion- 
ally seen and seldom met It is the rarest flowers 
that are sought at the penl of life itself It is for 
the women who live veiled and separated that men 
crave, captives of passion at a first quick taken glance 
A wife who is not the familiar companion of 
every walk or game, who is never seen through 
the long business hours— with what delight the 
husband, unjaded by the constant sight of 
women m street or oflke, seeks her at last in the 
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inner apartments where she waits with smiles - and 
flowers! /' 

How natural they are— true, that is, 'to the natural 
instincts and purposes of women, not without womanly 
artifice — is most apparent from'"a contrast. Their 
shyness, even their self-consciousness with men, is 
of a woman’s nature. Thor Jove of jewelry, their 
little tricks of manner, why, the Very way they stand 
are, after ail, the natural derivatives of womanhood. 
Of motherhood they have no shame : they celebrate 
marriage and childbirth ^frankly with a fine candour. 
Their garments .drape them in soft flowing lines 
falling in downward folds over the rounded contours 
of the body — draperies full of grace and restful. In 
Europe women still adhere to a deformity brought 
in -by German barbarism in' the dark ages. With 
curious -appliances, they distort and misshape the 
middle of their bodies from quite early childhood 
till — the negation of all beauty — in place of a natural 
human figure appear two disjunct parts joined, as 
it were, mechanically by a tightened horizontal 
band. 'From their passive acceptance of routine, 
women will bear traditional deformity, in spite of 
illness and the constant weariness of nervous dis- 
'orders. What is difficult to understand is that — 
with all their wish to please — they can endure its 
patent ugliness. Pleasing is the contrast of the Indian 
mantle, gracefully draped over head and shoulders 
and falling in vertical folds to the feet, and of the 
gaily-stitched and neat little fitting bodice of the 
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Hindu la 67 Her bead with its smooth hair, decked 
with simple gold ornaments or fresh {lower*, half 
covered by the silken veil, is veil po sed and beautiful 
She poses on it no tvuted straws, d)cd in metallic 
colours, no fantastic covering, hung with pieces of 
dead bird 

The step of the Indian -roman ratting is a thing 
of joy It has in it nothing of the mincing at kv*td 
thuffle or of the di« gracious manly stnde. But at 
her best sec her watting m the country villages, where 
her frame u trained to a graceful poise by the con- 
stant carriage of rater pots balanced on hex head 
as she steps unshod down the dusty lanes or the 
sloping bants of the nver 

In the villages, indeed, it is round the well that 
woman’} hfe order Where the dry plains stretch 
away westward from Ahmedabad over iatid cast back 
by the sea, the walls of mud built tillages stand 
square against the blank horizon, where they were 
raised against the raids of hathi or cl hob free- 
booters Hexe ja the hot spring months from March 
to July, before the grey rains turn the land to a sticky 
svramp, the sun from dawn to its setting beau tavagely 
on the sand In these little township*, high walled, 
wtth iron-studded gates the women have to seek 
the well early An hour before the day, before even 
die false dawn throws its silver flicker over the sky, 
they come from every quarter to die one great well 
which supplies the place Oh ' the early morning 
chatter which wakes one from hss sleep' Rop M 
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and buckets splash upon the water and pot rings 
against brass pot They come in scores, of every 
caste and age, merchants’ wives and pretty noblesse, 
cultivators and labourers, o?d women, widows and 
mothers, and little naked children — how frail and 
tender their lines * — hardly able to stagger homewards 
under the load With hurried prattle they talk of 
the night and the coming day, of the prices of the 
bazaar and the scandal of a wanton neighbour or the 
coming visit of a priest The day dawns and the 
full white orb of the sun, white living heat like molten 
metal, rises suddenly into the level sky The women 
finish drawing water as best they can and turn home 
They walk straight, those women, two copper pots 
balancmg easily on the head, another large pitcher 
lightly held against the hip, easily moving as they 
talk and smile No wonder if a young man, idly, 
may sometimes stroll towards the well For some 
there are who looking on these women of Rithiawad 
passing, with golden skins and full oval faces, must 
say to themselves, as said Solomon, “ How fair and 
how pleasant art thou, O love, for delights this 
thy stature is like to a palm tree and thy breasts to 
clusters of grapes ” 

Next to the well, it is at the temple that the life 
of a woman centres For her every thought and act 
is moulded from childhood to the day of death by 
the present reality of religion Her childhood is an 
adoration, marriage a sacrament, wifehood an obla- 
tion in motherhood she finds at once sacrifice and 


II 




As they are 


the women of the untouchable Mahars — descended 
probably from some once ruling race, long tragically 
overthrown — labour without respite m the hard 
fields at their husbands’ sides But, furthermore, 
they bear and suckle children, cook the family food 
and do the work of their poor household Ceaseless 
labour it is, done without bitterness, in a humble 
resignation A rough life, yet not without redemp- 
tion 1 Their hardships are recognized and their 
pleasures shared they stand side by side with their 
menfolk, comrades by their service They hold 
themselves upright, not without the pride of service, 
and to the eye that comprehends, they have even a 
rough attraction, like a picture by Millet, in their 
sturdy strength, earthy and fruitful 

The book of Indian womanhood has many pages, 
and each page is different, one from the other Living 
m a wide continent, the speech of one group of women 
is not as the speech of another And m faith they 
t are not one, nor m blood nor habit But though 
the leaves of the book are of various type, yet they are 
all of one shape, bound in one doth and colour For 
to all of them, above all else, is contentment with 
their own womanhood, faith in religion and the 
natural hope of love An unremitting devotion and 
an unfailing tenderness, that is the Indian woman’s 
service m the world , and it is her loving service that 
has given its best to the land India has had great 
preachers and great thinkers, it has had and has brave 
soldiers Hut more than the men, more even than 
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their best and. bra\ «t, tt is the women Mho hate 
deserved well ol the count!) What they hare ton 
13 the respect with which all men behaie to stranger 
women It 13 a rule of Indian manners that thej 
should pass unnoticed and unremarked, csen in the 
household of a fnend, and, except perhaps among 
the lowest ruffians, there is none who would oScnd 
the modesty of a woman even by a gesture or an 
unseemly recognition The) can pass in the midst 
of crowds, as nurses pass in the most erd bad. -streets, 
without molestation or insult For the women of 
India have raised an ideal, lofty and selfless for all 
to behold and they hate come near its attainment 
And with all its self sacrifice and abnegation, with 
all its unremitting service, the ideal is not inhuman 
not is it alien to the nature of womankind It allows 
for weaknesses, it is kind to faults, and it aspires frankly 
to the ;oys of a fulfilment desen ed b) service Jsot 
without reason did the writers of old India hken the 
perfect woman of their land to a lotus, in that 'he 
11 u tender as a flow er ” 
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Chapter II 

MARRIAGE IN INDIA 

In all countries, for a woman marriage has a signi- 
ficance not only greater than but different in quality 
from the significance it has for a man It is not 
merely that to the man marriage is only one incident, 
however far reaching in its effects and values, among 
the recurrent vicissitudes of life , while to the woman, 
even if it be so regarded, it is at least the most con- 
clusive of all incidents — that from which depends not 
alone her own comfort but rather the fulfilment of her 
whole being and function A man s life is made up of 
the intermittent pursuit of many a quarry at the im 
pulse of divergent passions, projected from time to time 
in varying light upon the evenly moving background of 
the sub conscious activities He-studies and his soul is 
engrossed m the niceties of the arts or the subtleties of 
philosophy He finds satisfaction for his intellect and 
even his emotions in the choice of the fitting phrase for 
a description At another time he rushes to sport, and, 
for many hours m the day and many days m the month, 
finds pleasant fatigue and final occupation in stalling 
the stag through the forest with its dry craclling leaves 
In administration he makes a career and he may be 
busy day and night with problems of finance, the just 
b „ 17 
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man who can promise her his only love, the gift is of 
little \ alue and his lot e but the thin shadow of a spectre 
But" she knows the man whose love is as a robe of purple 
or a diadem of rubies cannot be for her alone, whollyhers 

To the woman, however, marriage is the incident of 
all incidents, that one action to which all else in life — 
even the birth of her first male child — is subsidiary and 
subordinate She goes to her mate, in shyness and 
modesty, as to one who for the first time shall make her 
trulj woman At his touch the whole world changes 
and the very birds and flowers, the seas, the stars, and 
the heaven above, put on a different colour and murmur 
a new music. In a moment the very constitution of 
her body alters and lier limbs take nobler curves and 
her figure blooms to a new splendour Her mind and 
emotions grow and the dark places which she had 
feared arc seen to be sun lit and lofty Marriage is to 
her more than an incident, however revolutionary It 
is rather the foundation of a new life, indeed a new 
life itself For her, henceforth, her whole existence is 
but the one fact of being married It is her career, 
her profession, her study, her jo/, her everything She 
lues no longer in herself but rather as her man’s wife 
“Half body,” the Sanscrit'poets say, not untruly of 
the married woman 

In India, even more than m Europe, certainly more 
than in Northern Europe, marnage is to a woman 
everything In early childhood she becomes aware, 
gradually and almost unconsciously, of the great 
central facts of nature She lives in a household m 
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which, along with the earning of daily bread, all talk 
freely of marriages and the birth of children. When 
a brother or titter is bom, the is not excluded, and no 
one .tells her tales of mysterious storks or cabbages- 
As the grows older,' she hears the stories of Sita, the 
divine wife, and of Sakuntala, the loved princess: 
and the glowing winds of spring and the burning sun 
help to bring her to a quick maturity. Around her 
she tcoS her girl friends given in marriage to flower- 
crowncd'boy bridegrooms, brought on gbld-capari- 
soned horses with bearing of drums _ and bunting 
flic-works and much singing to the bridal bower and 
the sacred fire. She learns of widowhood and the 
hfe-long austerities imposed on a woman Whose lin- 
haunted destiny drags her husband to the grave. In 
the household praj ers she sees that her father needs 
her mother at his side for the due offering of oblations 
and the completion of the rituaL Of a woman un- 
married, not a widow, she never hears and the vety 
notion can hardly frame itself oa the mirror of her 
mind. No wonder that, with her earliest reflections, 
she bends her thoughts epoa the husband that is to 
come and to be her lord, to whom she will hold hersell 
affianced by the will of God through all the moving 
cycle of innumerable deaths and existences. 

Matrimony in India, in nearly every case, is stamped 
by one of two types, the marriage-contract of tht 
Mussulmans, or the unions sanctified in the vast am 
extremely complex social system that is comprises: 
under the general name of Hinduism.. In theory 
20 
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lcgall} one might saj, marriage among the Mussul 
mans of India is a contract that should m no way 
differ from that practised in other countries of Islam 
A man and a woman bind themselves or are bound by 
a voidable contract which confers certain rights of 
maintenance and succession, in consideration of mutual 
comfort and cherishing The contract, but not its 
sanction and consequences, can be repudiated at the 
man’s will and, subject to certain intelligible ltmita 
turns, at the claim of the woman In all cases- proper 
and ample provision is and must be made for the 
children The woman who is divorced, or widowed, 
is in no waj prevented from entering Upon a fresh 
contract 'with another husband, rather she is encouraged 
and assisted so to do Broadly speaking, this is the legal 
position in ever} Mussulman marriage No other world 
wide system has ever been so reasonable and so human 
It is a legislation passed through the mouth of its 
Founder for all followers of the faith as human beings 
bound in their relations to other men and women only 
by justice, which iy the ultimate morality of the world 
The interpretation of the Legislator’s act has varied 
slightly in the jurisprudence of the “ Four Pillars of the 
Faith,” the talented authors of the four great law 
schools of Islam Among the Shiah sect in Persia, also, 
the rulings have been somewhat modified and extended 
m the judge-made law of the ecclesiastical courts and 
contracts for temporary marriages— marriages limited 
to a stated, sometimes a short, period — have for example 
been recognized and ratified But these are all v ana- 
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defeasibly binding on a woman for all tune, even after 
deaths parting so that the widowed wife may nercr 
seek another husband— these are ideas whose ultimate 
basis is a view of the world as a thing moved and 
deflected bv magic and magical interpositions let 
these opinions of the surrounding Hindu population 
ha\e invaded the Mussulman household also The 
proud iazmhes which claim direct descent from the 
Prophet of Arabia hare in practice created an absolute 
prohibition of re marnage And in many families 
of temporal rank the <imc veto is observed, as having 
in it something exclusive and patncian Even among 
the common people, it is only the first marriage 
which is known by the significant name of gladness, 1 ’ 
while the corrector Arabic term has been degraded 
with a baser meaning to the marriage of a widow 
In practice, too, the wise provisions of the law for 
dowries and the separate maintenance of a wife hare 
been neglected, while divorce is much discountenanced 
and the claims of an ill used or insufficiently cherished 
wife to a decree are ignored or even forgotten 
Child marriage has become the rule, and consent to 
a life-long bond under a contract which has come to 
be regarded almost as inviolable, is only too often 
given on behalf of the young girl by a relation in 
different to all except wealth and position 
\et such is the radiance, so ponfying the chemistry 
of reason that, m spite of superstition, it continues to 
oxidize and revive the body which it permeates TKfe 
inroads of Mongol tribes from Central Asia-— recent and 
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bigoted converts — laid low the bod) politic of Islam 
For five dark centimes Mussulman culture was turned 
into a wilderness In India Islam has been further 
obscured, as has been shown, bj the encroaching customs 
and feelings of peoples who conceived life on an incom- 
patible and magical apprehension 1 et the word of 
rationalism was never wholly silent, and the thought of 
human justice m a world of causation persisted, however 
feebly, to sweeten and humanize the relations of men 
and women in the fundamental contract of matrimony 
The Mussulman woman in her familj melds great 
power and influence She is consulted and made 
much of to an extent rare in most countries The 
wmds of the Qor’an are a constant inspiration to her 
husband , and he knows himself to be bound to cherish 
as best he can the woman who is described in Scrip- 
ture as a field which he should cultivate and as a 
partner to whom he owes kindness and protection 
Under this inspiration he can hardly fad to estimate 
at its highest the value of womanhood , for even in 
heaven his promised reward includes the pleasures 
of beautiful and enchanting women Thus has Omar 
Khayyam written m the iSSth Rubaiyat — 

•* They say there will be a paradise and fair women and blacfc- 
eyetf virgins. 

And there, say they, will be pore wine and honey 

So if we adore onr wine and onr beloved why, ’ll* lawful 

Since the end of all this business will be even the* ” 

The Mussulman religion idealizes above everything 
manliness and the manly virtues, and it certainly 
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does not undervalue die place o! sex in liuman life 
Now, it is the nnle man who yields most readily to 
the swap of woman Hjs very vigour impels him to 
her side and in the reactions from enterprise and 
affairs he wishes to be soothed bp her companionship 
and delight So it is true that the Mussulman 
woman m India has seldom cause for complaint 
within her household The day’s labour done, hus 
band and children gather m the inner apartments, 
where she rules, and devote themselves to her comfort 
and entertainment 

Where she suffers 1! at all, is from the too ngid 
custom of die furdah or female seclusion What m 
India distorted the modest injunction of the Prophet 
that women should veil their faces before strange 
men ro the excessive and even fantastic p irdah 
system is a question still hotly debated by Indian 
reformers and publicists 

Hindus accuse the Mussulman population of intro- 
ducing the system Mussulmans point to the more 
rational habit of other Islamic countries and lay the 
charge to the door of the Rajput nobility Whatever 
may have been the original cause, the results ace 
sometimes ludicrous and injurious Applied as it is 
in the houses of nobles and nch merchants, the custom 
« sufficiently tolerable and even advantageous The 
ladies hare gardens in which to exerase their limbs 
they drive in screened carnages to see the town or 
enjoy the country breezes , they have liberty to visit 
at all hours the houses of their women friends and 
2 6 



e maintained, it must be remembered, 
y the same feminine lust for pride and pre- 
.vliich in England Veeps the clerk’s wife from 
a dinner — it is in general true that the 
ra of the s)$tera has produced mutual rc- 
1 affection, together tritit much courtesy and 
between the sexes. 

tfghan or Pa than woman is in many way* 
>m her Mussulman sister of the real India of 
is. Strong, virile, courageous, but trcacher- 
iUiteratc, the Afghan tribes are still narrowly 
the pale of savagery. They are hilhncn, 
a secluded valleys or rocky fastnesses, with 
ucs of their land, but far removed from those 
polities which in all languages and races have 
type of civilization. In Islam the word for 
ion is as much derived fr 9 ra the word for 
“Medinah,” as in the languages that trace 
scent frbm. the Latins. Of gentler qualities 
?hans have no share. But they have strong 
great thirst Cor love, and the freeman’s respect 
rs’ freedom. The woman is caressed and petted, 
vith a passionate love, loaded with gifts, and 
when old age breaks her vigour — too often cast 
nth the callous thoughtlessness of the savage, 
en are jealous and she lives always under the 
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the first whisper of dishonour Herself passionate 
and hot tempered, she too blazes out in sudden rages, 
and the small dagger that she carries is not unseldom 
used Passion and excitement, quick pulsing heart- 
beats, fiery love, splashing like scarlet flames upon the 
dusty background, and then the slow neglected down- 
ward track of old age, that is the Afghan woman’s life 
Mostly she is chaste and dings to her own man, 
till the last bullet catches him full in the chest and his 
life gurgles out with the bubbhng blood But she 
can also love greatly and superbly , hie the fine full- 
blooded creature that she is There was such a girl 
once, a child merely, fifteen years old, who from the 
barred windows of her father’s house at Kabul, saw 
a young English officer ride past on his charger with 
the ill fated expedition She came of royal stock and 
her father was a chieftain of rank in the Amir’s 
service Yet she learnt the officer’s name, who can 
say with how many precautions and terrors and 
found he was still unmarried When the troops left, 
she crept forth too, this child of fifteen, and turned 
her face from her father’s house and her people to 
follow the man she had chosen She found her way 
across the mountains by the wind bitten passes, with 
little food or shelter, till she reached the deserts of 
Sind and the wide stretches of the Indus Not till 
then was she safe from the avenging dagger Then 
slowly she traced her road till she came to the port 
of Karachi And there, in the new cantonment, with 
its strange avenues and houses, she found the man 
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whom she bid sought. He, happd), was rich «id 
of distinguished family. He heard her story and 
cumed the brave girl who had dared so much for 
his love. Then he brought her to England and bid 
her taught and trained, and she found favour at 
Court, and their lives were happy 
Such the Afghan woman can be. The love which 
she gets— and gives — echoes in the poetry of 
Lawrence Hope. 

" Ytsa as« that vs tartly sad light, 

Azrza, — whom I adore. 

And, w.king after lie night, 

I am weary with dreams of you 

Ever? nerre m my heart is tense and sore 

As I rue to another momog apart from yon. 

I would burn for a thousand days, 

Aziza, whom l adore. 

Be tortured, slam, to unheard of ways 
If jou pitied the pain I boxt 

Gire me your lore for a day, 

A night, aa hour , 

If the wages of sid are death, 

I am willing to pay 
What is my life bat a breath 
Of passion burning away ? 

Away from an unplached flow er f 
Qh 1 Auk, whom I adore, 

Aziza, my one delight. 

Only oae night — I will die before day. 

And trouble your life no more ” 


JO 
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Chapter III “ 

THE HINDU WOMAN IN MARRIAGE 

Makriace under the Hindu system is by no means 
easy to describe as in actual fact it is The defini- 
tions and classifications given in the legal textbooks 
or Scriptures of the Hindus are little better than 
abstractions — deductions from assumed premisses of 
a theological land, with only a slender tie to the 
actual life of Hindu societies The difficulties of 
practice arise from the vast complexities and fluid 
conditions of the great masses of peoples and races, 
with divergent levels of culture and inconsistent ideas, 
that compose the aggregate which for convenience is 
distinguished from all others by the collective name 
of Hinduism For Hinduism is, of course, in no real 
sense a church or creed It has no definite tenets 
and no articles of dogma The acceptance of a 
certain social system, centring upon the existence of 
hereditary priesthoods with divinely given powers of 
interposition and interpretation, is its final criterion 
This system and its practical consequences once 
accepted, the man is free to believe and follow what 
creeds or philosophies he may please 
Yet through it all there is a certain rather vague 
and elusive unity of idea, a spint, one might say, that 
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in lanoos forms penetrates and transmutes the vary- 
ing material of creed and caste, of blood and race 
nth -which it is presented In essence tho is the 
'pint which regards the whole world as an unreal 
dream, an illusory changing scene of transformations, 
stretched over the realities of a higher ultimate world 
of Divine unity L»ws and customs are based not 
on a reasoned pursuit of the good -o existent in this 
life, but upon the means, nugical or supernatural, 
of acquiring mem in a supposed ultimate nnwer'e 
of timeless and permanent reality reached after final 
severance from the circle of birth and death It is 
a spun diametrically oppo<ed to that Greei thought 
which placed before man as his final and oalv aim 
happiness or the excellent performance of function in 
the world we know Hardly less is it opposed to the 
Semitic cieeds which project the purpo-es and rewards 
of virtue into a similar world of similar perceptions and 
individualities conceived as existent on a higher plane 
attainable after death. For the unifying 'pint of 
Hinduism, so far as it can be grasped as m any way cw, 
rejects the world altogether as a reahtv and places its 
virtues not in any reasoned balance of human rights and 
duties, but in the observance of rituals and austerities 
commended by he authority of a hierarchy 

Hence marriage also, 23 far as it approaches the 
ideal, u based upon considerations that are non 
rational and belong rather to a mystical or supe'- 
na rural w-y of regarding life. Marnage to the 
Hindu thinker and idealist ha* nothing to do, in its 
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ultimate causes, with the preferences of one man or 
one woman, nothing to do with the pursuit of happi- 
ness m a palpitating finite and human life- He sees 
in it no free union of two human wills, joined for 
their own contentment in an isolated human relation 
Rather it is the connection of two incarnations of the 
world spirit during an unreal moment of illusory 
existence The proper husband and wife are re- 
cognized and selected by magical arts exercised under 
the authority of the Sacred Bools by certain classes 
of the priesthood They are joined under a right 
conjunction of the stars, interpreted by an hereditary 
expert in the magic art of astrology Their marriage 
is sanctified by miraculous rites and blessed and trans- 
formed by the repetition of mysterious Sanskrit phrases 
They enter their new state purified as by a consecration 
In a word, they deal with a sacrament, not with a 
human contract It is not the satisfaction of human 
feelings that is sought, but the fulfilment of a ritual duty 
to the family, in its relation to the Divine Spirit 
This view of marriage, as an ordained sacrament, 
is manifested throughout the actual ceremonies of 
the wedding, at least among the castes that claim the 
higher ritual ranks The bride and bridegroom must 
belong to the same subdivision of the caste and yet 
must not be related by a common descent from the 
same mythical founder of the family Before they 
can be betrothed, the horoscopes must be studied 
by an hereditary astrologer to see that the proposed 
union does not traverse any of the influences of the 
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stars in their conjunctions Nowadays it is true that 
horoscopes have fallen somewhat into neglect among 
the more “ advanced ” These allege that the time 
is wrongly found on any horologe except the old- 
fashioned water clock and they insinuate— what is no 
doubt often true — that the verdict of the astrologer 
depends upon his emoluments Thus even the most 
advanced of Hindus, if they do without such advice, 
do so oa the ostensible ground that horoscopes arc 
incorrectly delivered, not that in themselves they are 
unreasonable Again the marriage is made between 
children, so that desire or personal preference shall 
not disturb the ordinances of heaven The ceremony 
can tale place only m the auspicious months when 
the constellations of Jupiter and Venus are xa con- 
junction with the sun At the wedding symbolic 
presentments of the boy's and girl’s ancestors make 
more clear the significance of the wedding, as a mere 
phase n a family existence, in which the individual 
is as nothing and the race is all When the moment 
approaches, the bnde and bridegroom sit, face to 
face or side by side before the objects of worship, their 
right hands joined, a strand of red cotton round their 
necks, a cloth drawn as a screen between their faces 
The pnests chant Sanskrit v erses, while the astrologer 
consults the water dock, which is needed to read the 
ex-ct sacerdotal hour Then when the moment has 
come and the cloth is drawn, the pair turn round 
the sacred sacnficul fire, and the seven steps are taken 
which male the marriage indissoluble and eternal. The 
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bridegroom turns to his wife and utters the sacred verse, 
“Oh * bride* give your heart to my work, make your 
mind agreeable to mine May the God Brahaspati 
male you pleasing to me ” Then for himself he swears 
not to transgress, whether for wealth or love And then 
they go out and look upon the Polar Star, that star 
which guided the first Aryan wanderers across Asia 
A marriage of this land, so solemn and so sacra- 
mental, cannot in the lifetime of its partakers be 
severed or dissolved Only the will of God, executed 
by the cold scythe of Death, can grant a divorce 
Until death come, the pair is inevitably joined, to 
labour and pray together, and to engender and bear 
the children who in time shall release their parents’ 
souls from the purgatory of unfulfilled duties The 
Hindu theory is a deduction from two principles, 
one, the unreality of individual appearance, the 
second, the unwortbmess of sensuous illusion 

Marriage is a union of ephemeral beings for the 
sale of family and community, and for the attain 
ment of a worshipful elevation over sense and the 
world of illusion It « at once a consecration and 
an initiation The absence of that strong sexual 
passion which we have clad in the jewelled veils of 
poetry and have baptized in the romantic waters of !o\ e 
is not to the Brahman eye an impediment or a dis- 
appointment At the most the hope is for an ordered 
affection and a disciplined devotion 

But the facts of human nature cannot with impunity 
be ignored Ideals based on a non natural order of 
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things may inspire noble poetry but they must fail 
when they are applied to large bodies of men and 
women Contracts founded upon causes and effects 
that are traced by reason can be applied without much 
hindrance and at any rate without hypocrisy by all 
those who can recognize facts But there are few who 
are worthy of or can benefit by a sacrament The 
Hindu spirit has created splendid images and has 
embodied in literature the characters of Sita and of 
Daxmanxi, the wife who is all de\ otion and sacrifice, 
nobly courageous, nobly patient But, by its very 
distance from actuality, it leads in the practice of ei ery 
day to great hypocrisy and unnecessary hardship 
The danger has been foreseen by the lawgir eis them- 
selves and they hare not dared to apply their ideal, 
even in theory, to others than the highest castes of 
the hierarchy For the warrior, the cultivator, and 
the menial classes they hate allowed different practices 
and divergent ideals Even in the practice of those 
Brahmans, to whom the system should apply m its 
entirety, considerable concessions have been authorized 
In the unauthorized acts of every day life there are 
eten greater deviations In one sense, of course, it 
may be said that the theory of the highest Hinduism 
in regard to marriage is one and indivisible, but 
damage is, after all the concrete contact and com- 
panionship of a living, feeling man and woman, and 
the application of the theory an affair of national 
character Race and climate and the influences of 
history hate played their part in the Indian Continent 
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at least as much as in other regions of equal area 
Even in the priestly Brahman caste, the Brahman of 
the Deccan is as different from him of the Punjab as 
an Italian Marchese could be from a Prussian Graf 
They come from different strains, they live in different 
surroundings and the one bond is a common social 
system with some common ideals under which they 
have both obtained thar power 
In general, it may be said that the ideal has been 
humanized and softened in all those parts of India m 
which Rajput or Mussulman influences have at any 
time been powerful In such regions, in Gujarat, for 
instance, or m ELdthiawid, the people have never 
taken kindly to the mere negation of desire A 
certain practical genius has always turned their glance 
to the fruits of the earth and the pleasures of the 
senses Commerce brought them wealth and the 
desire for comfort , from chivalry they learnt the 
lessons of gaiety and enjoyment Among them beauty 
is esteemed and desired , pleasure sought or demanded 
From a wife is expected charm and companionship, 
passion and pleasure She is treated as a human 
being, with the ordinary human capacities and frail- 
ties , and she can exercise power and influence by her 
charms She may be loved as a woman , and she is 
often the object of jealousy , but she is seldom deadened 
by that chilling respect which shrivels fresh desire 
In the and, ascetic Deccan, on the other hand, the 
woman is more commonly disregarded There she 
lives in an atmosphere where sensuousness is re- 
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From the dev otees of his creed he demands only love, 
a constant and all absorbing offering of the heart 
and he bestows upon them in return the free ease of 
the world through which they are passing on the way 
to the love laden groves of Paradise While the 
followers of the theology that centres upon Shankar 
see the universe as one, an abstract God in himself, 
indivisible, unchanging, a pure spirit that alone is 
and has being, and define the aim of life as, after 
raterated births into further action, the final liberation 
from the senses by absorption into tlus infinite and 
unqualified spirit, the worshippers of Krishna adopt 
a teaching which admits an eternal dualism Force 
and nature, spirit and matter, are to them an ever 
lasting pair, which can never be finally umted So 
they tend readily to a view of life in which man and 
the Deity, as he can know Him, are circumscribed 
by nature, and in which man can find salvation in the 
love of all things And in the love of all things, if 
there be inward grace, the enjoyment of the nature 
that God has granted to the world must be allowable 
Freedom is attained when the enjoyment is uncon 
ditioned and the soul is wholly united to the spirit of 
all nature It is only the conditions of life, and the 
need for transcending the wants of the world in order 
to reach that grace in which God is directly felt, which 
can impose restrictions and prohibitions So, naturally 
enough, the disciple of the gracious, kind, and loving 
Krishna is more likely to demand love from the com- 
panion of life than the ascetic votary of Shiva 
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The practical meaning of marriage is again very 
different m the warrior caste, now represented bp 
the Rajput elms Comparative!) recent invaders 
of mixed Scythian and Turkish or Hunnish tnbes, 
they almost alone in India have become what tft 
Europe is meant bj a gentry or an aristocracy Feudal 
in their concept of the state, cavaliers and men at- 
arms, seeking in war a profession, in the acquisition of 
landed estates their fulfilment, and in sport their 
relaxation, they have brought to the brown monotony 
of India the splendour of gallantrj, chivalr), and 
romance Exempted even b) priestly ordinance from 
the oppressive asceticism that is in general obligatory 
to the Hindu mind, they have formed for themselves 
a code of honour coloured by the legitimate hopes 
and enjoyments of a vvamor clan In the traditions 
of their caste the) still present the memory of the 
brides choosing The suitors sat assembled, each in 
his own place in the palace hall, with sv ord and shield 
to ln» hand The curtain was uplifted and the bride 
stepped round the hall a garland of flowers oil her 
arm Then when she reached the man whom she 
chose to be her own ponce and beloved husband, she 
slipped the garland on his neck Thus they became 
man and wife and no one could deny their will 
That time is long since gone, and no bode has now 
such a choosing Yet to this day the heroines of all 
Indian plays and the great women of Indian poetry 
are all of the Rajput class Marriage is with them 
even now a practice adapted to the aristocratic temper 
42 




The Hindu Woman in Marriage 

assistance of the growing children are incentives to 
and conditions of the marriage They have no 
leisure for the finer sensibilities and, liie the poor in 
all countries, must have an eje ever open to the needs 
of food and nutrition Without much education 
and with little capacity for refined emotion, it is not 
unnatural if there 1$ sometimes disunion, and if they 
sddom attain the heights The husband, m his 
cups may occasionally beat his wife, or may have to 
sit with bowed head before the storm of her boister- 
ous abuse Yet they compare favourably with 
similar classes m other countries , and at the worst 
they shame the terrors of European slums, the brutal 
wife kickers and procurers who lurk in the blind alleys 
of industrial life It is true indeed that the rapid 
growth of industrial labour in India also has adversely 
affected the marriages of that class and that only too 
often an unhappy union ends in elopement or prosti- 
tution Generally, however, it may be said that the 
Hindu husband even in this class seldom descends to 
the grossness and cruelty so often found in the lower 
quarters of European cities while the wife forms and 
maintains a higher standard of womanly conduct and 
devotion An easier toleration marks their conjugal 
relations and the Hindu character at its worst is 
commonly free from the extreme! modes of bxutality 
Among the aboriginal tribes, the Bhils for instance, 
marriage is still m a very fluid condition The actual 
form that in practice it takes depends inevitably 
on the extent to which the tnbe has succumbed to 
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Hindi* or rather Brahman influence As it becomes 
subjected to that influence, and as in consequence it 
a , mu at raising its rani, within the Hindu social 
system by the aping of higher castes, so it the more 
readily adopts the worst accretions to Hindu mam- 
mon/* child marriage, for instance, and large dowries 
But n general it may be said that marriage among 
such tribes is a free association between j outhful 
adults promulgated by certain payments of money 
or sefnee to the bride’s parents and relieved, if barren, 
or unhappy, by an almost unrestricted right of dn orce. 
Pre-iiupnal chastity is hardlj looked for, and neither 
man nor girl is much blamed for an early slip 
Af tef marriage chastity is the usual rule The attitude 
is in practice not very fowvmAar Si ota the reasonable and 
natural outlook of the Scottish peasant , and, as in 
Scotland, the net result is a state of general happiness, 
easy and equal companionship, and very remarkable 
mutual trust The woman has much weight in affairs 
and not ^infrequently holds the purse As m the country 
districts of Scotland, prostitution is unknown, and the 
cruel ruin of a woman who has loved too soon is practi- 
cally unheard of Widow* of course remarry, and there 
is much homely lose between, husband and wife and 
parents and children 

Another system sull survues among the inhabitants 
of the southern coast lands where the Arabian Sea 
beats against the palm groies of Malabar Here the 
tnbes of the Nairs, formerly warlike and soil brave, 
headed by the ruling hou^c of Travancore, maintain 
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a marriage sjstem that dates from the earlier Dravidran 
culture which preceded the Aryan mvasions Both 
among the Nans — the noble class — and among the 
priests, the Nambutin Brahmans, an ecclesiastical 
and land owning aristocracy of peculiar sanctity, the 
customs of matriarchy prevail m various degrees 
Among the Naurs, for several centuries, the law was 
of polyandry, pure and simple, the wife having several 
husbands according to her own good pleasure In 
late years the actual habit of polyandry is to all mtents 
defunct and only in very few cases, if at all, could a 
Nair lady be found who consorts with more than one 
husband But succession is still traced through the 
female line and a boy succeeds to his mother’s brother, 
not to his father And m other subtler wajs the 
effects of polyandry are still manifest Perhaps the 
most curious survival is that the religious ceremonial 
of marriage — an expensive and public rite — is performed 
at an early age with a man, with whom the girl has no 
other connection than formal participation in this in- 
effective sacrament Much later comes what, in the 
European sense, would be called the real marriage with 
the husband whom she is to cherish This is a contract, 
entered into freely by both parties, dissoluble at will 
One of the elements of its popularity and success is in this 
very freedom which has given the Nair ladies a position 
enjoyed by few other Indian women An attempt 
absurdly made to limit this freedom by legislation, which 
gave an option to the parties by an act of registration 
to introduce the usual disabilities of a rigid matrimony, 
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b.ii proved an. utter failure An accompaniment of 
the polyandrous or matriarchal system, which still 
prevails, n that husband and wife do not live together 
The Nair house is the abode of a whole large -family, 
based upon joint descent from a common- female 
ancestor In the house or family mansion ihe apaft 
ments of the women are together and are entirely 
separate from, that part of the house in which the-men 
live In this house the husband has no part or share , 
but he comes to visit his wife in her apartment just 
as she goes occasionally to visit him m the similar 
household in which, by hi* descent on the mother’s 
side, he has a right to hve On the freedom of choice 
exercised by a Nair lady in ber mating there is little 
restriction, sav e only the one that she must not choose 
a man of lower station 

The Nambutin Brahmans, on the other hand, 
though they hve among the Nair tnbes and are their 
priests have gone no further than a compromise 
between this system and the arrangements usually 
prevalent among Brahmans The results, like those 
of most compromises have been disastrous Only 
the eldest son of a family mames The rest, when 
study of Scripture and the practice of ascetic simplicity 
prove unsatisfying seek consolation m indiscriminate 
seduction The immediate results of a theory so un- 
natural are polygamy, burdensome dowries, marriages 
for wealth alone, and the seclusion and bondage of 
v> omen In spite of the simplicity and candour of these 
Brahmans — qualities which male them personally love 
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able even to those who deplore their influence — their 
, Community has been gravely injured by such marriages 
Only the simplicity of their desires and the earnest con- 
. servatism of their faith have made them tolerate a 
system so unnatural and injurious They bow with 
pious resignation to the will of God, by which they 
jncan the results of their own human folly* 

Bitter must the contrast be to the sedijded and 
■ austere Nambutiri ladies when they see their Nair 
'neighbours at the annual winter festival which com- 
memorates the death of Kimdev, the Hindu God of 
Love; Long before daybreak, every Nair girl of any 
position is out pf bed and goes with her girl friends to 
thejiearest tank Plunging into the water together, 
they sing in unison the song which is sacred to the God 
of human hearts As they sing, they beat the water, 
with the left hand held immediately under the surface 
and the nght brought down upon it in a sloping stroke, 
splashing and sounding deep Stanza after stanza, song 
after song they sing till the first bght of dawn peeps 
over the cocoanut palms Then they go back to their 
homes to dress in their best and enjoy their holy day 
,They darken their eyelids with collyrium and make their 
bps red with betel leaf In the gardens they play on 
swings "with their fnends, Then they sit down in 
merriment and enjoyment to the noon day meal of 
arrowroot and molasses with npe yellow plantains and 
green cocoanuts Afterwards they again sing and dance, 
while all good husbands on this day of days visit their 
wives in their family mansions and make themselves 
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assume or usurp a higher position widows are for 
bidden a further marriage Normally the idea of 
marnage m the classes in which Brahman influence 
is most firm is accompanied by a certain ascetic 
thought, which holds sensuousoess and enjoyment to 
be something debasmg-and earth bound The world 
of action being illusory and unreal and each action 
entailing its answering reaction, deliverance from 
illusive appearances and absorption into the one final 
reality cab. be gamed only by passu e withdrawal 
iipm activity But all action springs from desire 
and the strongest and most attractive of desires is 
lo\e Hence in marriage there should be no over 
powering desires none of those impulses of emotion 
which keep the man bound during thousands of 
incarnations to the idly turning wheel of illusion 
Only as a deliverance from conflicting des re and a$ 
the means of continuing family life is marriage in 
itself to be valued Its happiness and fruition are 
to be sought not in the tumults of passion but in the 
calm and ordered affection of a disciplined and wor 
shipful pair From the husband protection and self 
restraint are due, from the wife to the lord, whom 
heaven has given her, unflinching devotion, constant 
respect and obedience unwaienng chastity 
But in, some castes and places the ideal has been 
altered largely by feudalism and chivalry by luxury 
and an appreciation of human happiness and by the 
influences of a kindly humanizing belief There we 
find love welcomed and pursued and the beauteous 
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Wife elevated He a substantiation of that Knshna- 
spirit in which man attains on earth to the love which 
ts unending 

In general, Hindu marriage does undoubtedly, to 
a marked extent, reach very closely to the purposes 
which it seeks I n general, it produces a icry real, 
i somewhat colourless, affection, an affection mam- 
tamed by common interests and the great bond of 
constant assoenmon The defects sshich it has are 
“ g ' ,he '«rcsccnces of a religions system, 
bv the | lrC t0 grow w bercver reason is displaced 
raim 'l 01 commandment When 

author, iv“« SroW, , ttro "S tlw 

be nossibl ° P g CStly °rdmancc and tradition, it tvill 
4em SfeomT ^ » prune 

CUd hC sturd >' ,runl rf Hindu life 

But it mav h(* d most vlolent1 / attacked 

attacked it ha ou btcd whether those who have 
■“ significance cI ' ar ' md “«“ding of 

of children who h aw marna ee— the wedding 

after all nothing f 0t yct rea chcd puberty — is 
And m itself it « Home T mdefcasible betrothal 
a theory which Dn .„f * a ° d natural dcdufction from 
pair by supernatnr -,1 3tCS the ScdcctJ0Q °* the bridal , 


pair by supernatural selection of the bridal , 

the divinations of an a S? WorI ? u S “tier through 


the divinations of an asmiW Cltier through 

careful affection A , ger or though the parents' 
and free will would be C emeat of P ers °hal choice 
thoughts and must to a |^ Ugnant to the underlying 
C2 0 a lar £ c extent be subv«™. 
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of one who owes her no special duty It is die most 
obvious confusion of thought which fails to see that 
the offence, if it is one, is exactly jhe same, whether 
or not a mystical ritual has been first observed The 
thug was no better than a common strangler because 
he first prayed to Bhavam before he murdered The 
offence is the same in all cases , the punishment should, 
if anything, be more severe to the man who is 
peculiarly bound in duty and in honour to cherish 
the woman he has made his wife The State is now 
prepared to protect against perversion a class of 
women who, on an outside estimate, do not exceed 
one hundredth of the population and who ex hypothen 
are of a position and character somewhat less than 
reputable But the State denies its protection to 
the other ninety nine women of each hundred, the 
mothers of the country, the honoured helpmates of 
its households 

The harshness is made the greater by vices which, 
though forbidden have in practice become common 
The sale of daughters is an offence against which 
the sacred writings of the Hindus strongly and con- 
sistently inveigh Yet in only too many cases parents 
do little else than sell their girls in marriage to the 
highest bidder The sums of money which they 
demand and which they use, not for the daughter’s 
benefit, but for their own, are so large that they are 
forced to accept a suitor of sufficient substance with- 
out regard to fitness or religious sanction Of the 
higher classes many nowadays revolt against such 
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conduct, trluch they recognize to be wicked and 
despicable. But in the lower castes it is still general. 
The inner motive of such actions is, of course, the 
ignorance^ quite as much, as the selfishness, of the 
father. Too ignorant to comprehend that a human 
soul is an end in itself and that a daughter is also a 
free human being, he loots on her with besotted eje 
as a mere instrument of his own betterment Hand 
in hand with this evil, and dependent from it, is the 
temble practice of giving >oung bndes to elderly 
husbands In no other country could the results be 
more disastrous or the girl wife more unhappj. 
Vallabh, the Gujariu poet, has expressed that wretched- 
ness in a beautiful song, which has had some influence 
in abating this social evil. From it the following lines 
are quoted, addressed to the Goddess Mother — 

* Goddess mother, old u the husband thoa hast given me. 

Mother, accursed u this cosing to life of mine Alas, what 
more can I say ? 

Goddess mother, a little child am I and he a great lumbering, 
aged man. 

My jonth is like a blossom and my husband is a shmelled 
mammy 

Mother, mine ire just sixteen years and be has seen his eighty 

Goddess mother, of a winter’s mght there is many a taste 
one feels. 

Set doltish is old age, and my husband is deaf and dumb. 

Goddess mother, sportive am I and would like to play and I 
make my eyes twinkle. 

But, mother, he, he says, • FU beat you,’ and lifts his stick 
in his hand. 

Old is my husband, mother, what good can come oat of age ? 
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Goddess mother, on the festival all the girls are gaily dressed 
and merry, 

Bm my husband is tired and weak and ugly, and I bend my 
head in shame 

Mother, my hair is black and his head is all white or grey 
My youth is at its blooming and already my life is wrecked 
Goddess mother, why was I not strangled at birth, why was 
I not poisoned ? 

Yet if my husband die, it is my part to be true to death 
Nay, Goddess mother, with joined hands I pray at thy feet. 
When I am born again, give me a husband that is young 
and strong ” 

But as long as society tolerates the acceptance of 
money by a bride’s father, so long will there be parents 
to be tempted by gold to sanction their children's 
rum And even then there will persist a deeper 
reason For girls are all early married and widows 
may not marry a second time So, even against his 
Will, an elderly man is forced, if be wishes to have the 
legitimate and socially sanctioned companionship of 
a woman, to seel in marriage one of the young girls 
who alone are in India available for a suitor 

The prohibition of widow remamage has also been 
bitterly attacked, often by those Indians who, from 
education or environment, have been affected by 
rationalism, sometimes by those who find a false pnde 
in the imitation of foreign custom But the pro- 
hibition is not of course universal Those castes 
which have not yet set up a claim to the higher cere- 
monial purities, are free to compound with human 
desires by a second marnage, devoid of sacramental 
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ment is too rigorously exacted for illicit Infringement 
of the rule At least in the case of the child-widow, 
betrothed indeed by a sacrament, but never really 
wedded, some speedy relaxation of the rule appears 
desirable and it is probable that, with the decay of 
faith and with the new scepticism about blessings 
conveyed by an astrologer’s predictions, some such 
amendment will soon ensue 
A deeper objection to the Hindu system is one 
which has been seldom, if ever, expressed Racially, 
the absence of that natural selection which expresses 
itself in sexual desire, cannot but be detrimental 
It is perhaps vain to expect a vigorous childhood to 
be born from unions in which healthy desire is re- 
placed by the coldness of duty or by an mstmct that 
has not been transfigured by personal attraction and 
selection The difficulty is inherent m a system 
which bases its selection upon the supernatural and 
rejects the natural call of spirit to spirit and sense to 
sense And yet it must be confessed, not without 
shame, that a careful selection by parents, if it could 
be trusted to be rational and disinterested, might be 
no more injurious than the restricted and illusory 
choice, too often made in ignorance, which so far 
seems to be the only substitute that civilization has 
learnt to provide In general, it may be said that 
the Hindu rules of marriage are, in the ordinary sense 
of happiness, as conducive to the happiness of the 
spouses as the fast transforming systems of modern 
Europe, and that their happiness is less self-centred 
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“ Lore in foil hie »ni length, not lore ideal. 

No, cor ideal beaoij, that £ne name. 

Bet acasetlung better ttill, so xaj rtJ 
That the meet model tarnt Lire been the Mias 

And oh ' the InreLoes* at uses we tee 
la momenta!/ gliding, lie to5 grace. 

Tie /oath, tie bloom, the beast/ which agree, 

In man/ a namelea bee” vre retrace. 

Whose coarse ini home we know not nor ilaSl know 
L-ke the lost Pleiad seen do more below." 

Bcfpe. Loan Brio*. 



Chapter IV 

THE LADIES OF THE ARISTOCRACY 

What exactly it is which constitutes an aristocracy, 
at an) gi\ cn time or place, is not alw ays easy to define 
In Europe, in general, aristocracies are based upon 
the survivals of feudal fiefs or sometimes upon Court 
distinctions— but how greatly altered, broadened, 
_ twisted, and transmuted 1 In India special con- 
siderations hate arisen to complicate the question 
For all through Indian society there run, on different 
curves, double classifications, each traced by. diver- 
gent forces On the one hand, as in all human 
societies — unhappily imperfect — lies the great uni 
versal distinction which one calls rani, distinction 
of power, that is, and official authority, with dis 
tmction of wealth as accompaniment or even as sole 
qualification On the other side lie the less natural 
— shall they be called unnatural i — distinctions of a 
hierarchic classification, peculiar to this continent 
and the Hindu faith In this hierarchy, the classi- 
fication is not by power as tested and exercised in the 
world, open and plain to all men, but by a claim to 
power over supernatural forces, acquired by religious 
merit, not necessarily in the individual life but perhaps 
in lives assumed to have occurred m past transnugra- 
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" Love tn full life and length, not lore ideal. 

No, nor ideal beauty, that fine name. 

But something better still, so very real 

That the sweet model mast hare been the same. 

And oh ' the loveliness at times we see 
In momentary gliding, the soft grace. 

The youth, the bloom, the beauty which agree. 

In many a nameless being we retrace. 

Whose course and home we know not nor shall know 
Like the lost Pleiad seen no more below ” 

Beffio. Lou Rvros. 
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In India, the homes properly speaking of the Rajput 
tnbea are in. Minvar, Mewir, and Kithiawad, in the 
tracts, that is, which stretch from the centre of the 
Continent to the sands of Sind and down to the base 
of the Peninsula, as well as in the province that pro- 
jects into the Ocean to the West Prom the desert 
of BiLarur and Jodhpur, where water has to be sought 
by shafts hundreds of feet below the level of the 
scorching sand, to the forests and glens and rocks of 
Mevvir and to the fertile plains that roll across 
Gujarit to the Arabian Sea, they rule or hold their 
lands on service tenures, and hunt and shoot and make 
love and yearn for battle Bikarur, Jodhpur, Rutlam, 
Jamnagar, Bana, and how many other names there 
are that in the Great War hate made dear the Rajput 
clans 1 They have borne the flag as fighting gentle- 
men to France and Flanders, to East Africa, and the 
plains of the Tigris and Euphrates The reatal of 
their deeds and glory is a task, alas ! for other pens 
Be it for these lines to make something plain of the 
manner of their daily life at home. 

But first a few words must be written of their 
history For without some such knowledge, there 
can be no understanding either of India or of the 
qualities for which the Rajput stands Modern 
India, as it is now known, came to shape in the nine 
hundred or thousand years that passed from the day 
of Alexander to the Mussulman conquests Before 
that period there was an India, still reflected in the 
Scriptures and m the living beliefs of the people. 
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UOC3 But, a$ the saint spends in stud/ and prayer 
the hours during which conquerors arc acme -with 
sword or sceptre, so religious merit docs not neces- 
sarily bring wealth or authontj — with which indeed 
it should be incompatible Moreover, itLgions 
austerities and abnegations spring from or produce 
a character, to which the vices and virtues of a feudal 
aristocracy are aide opposed. So though the Brahman 
u in the hierarch) of caste by universal recognition 
infinitely the highest, so much indeed above all others 
as to be by mystic ordinance “ twice bom,” though 
he is ceremonially pure as punty itself, though his 
life is sacred and his blessing a reward, his curse a 
menace and a doom, yet in no actual sense can his 
caste be said to form an aristocracy A few there 
are among the caste who have nsea to royal state 
and rule lands as princes, but even m them the 
qualities of human leadership are overwhelmed b) the 
traditions of a scholar race and a consecrated people 
Actually, therefore, it may be said — if words are 
used m the usual sense — that the aristocracy of India 
is composed of the Mussulman nobility and of the 
second or Kshatnja class of Hrndus, the ruling and 
fighting houses of the land And of these at once 
the most interesting and the most important axe the 
tnbes known collectively under the name of Rajputs, 
“sons of hugs ’ as the word would read m English 
They are, of all the people of India, the most gallant 
and picturesque Almost they are In dian chivalry 
itself. 
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’ In .India, thehoraes properly speaking of the Rajpu 
tribes are in. Mirwir, Mewir, and Kdtbiawad, in th 
tracts, that is, which stretch from the centre of th 
Continent to the sands of Sind and down to the bas 
of the Peninsula, as well as in the province that pro 
jects into the Ocean to the West. From the deser 
of Bihanir and Jodhpur, where water has to be sough 
by shafts hundreds of feet below the level of th 
scorching sand, to the forests and glens and rocks q 
M ewir and to the fertile plains that roll acros 
Gujarit to the Arabian Sea, they rule or hold thei 
lands on service tenures, and hunt and shoot and maki 
love and yearn for battle. Bikanir, Jodhpur, Rutlam 
Jamnagar, Baria, and how many other names then 
are that in the Great War have made dear the Rajpui 
clans 1 They have borne the flag as fighting gentle- 
men to France and Flanders, to East Africa, and th< 
plains of the Tigris and Euphrates. The recital oJ 
their deeds' and glory is a task, alas ! for other pens, 
Be it for these lines to make something plain of. the 
manner of their daily life at home. 

But first a few words must be written of their 
history. For without some such knowledge, there 
can be no understanding either of India or of the 
qualities for which the Rajput stands. Modern 
India, as it is now known, came to shape in the nine 
hundred or thousand years that passed from the day 
of Alexander to the Mussulman conquests. Before 
that period there uas an India, still reflected in the 
Scriptures and in the living beliefs of the people, 
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when Axjan immigrants furnished rulers and priests 
to dark Drandian masses cousins of tho-e who still 
people the South Sea Archipelagoes, peop’es who 
even now form the staple of the Southern Indian 
population, those who speak Tamil and Tdugu and 
migrate as labourers not only to Cejlon but even to 
Fiji and Jamaica and Trinidad But after the 
division of Alexanders Eastern Empire, that vast 
half-obscure Senes of invasions began which changed 
the face of the greater part of the Indian continent 
and altered all the constituents of its population 
From the Bactrim Empire and its Hellemzed in 
habitants came Menander with the lomans — Yivans 
as they are known in Indian histoiy From the Oxus 
valley an^ Central Asia came the Scythian Sikas and 
the Kushins And all of these accepted the Buddhist 
faith and ruled kingdoms and helped lea ruing and 
founded new families Then, m the end of the fourth 
and throughout the fifth centimes this India already 
so transformed was flooded by the vaster all trans 
muting hordes of Gujjars and White Huns Each 
horde in turn swept into Us embrace something of its 
predecessors each being widely mixed and composite. 
So to the last in all those conquering peoples — and 
the Huns were a people on the move and not an army 
— there were elements of Greek and Turk, Avar and 
Mongol, and Persian and Caucasian — all the elements 
w short that go also to make up Eastern Europe 
and its nations These were the peoples from whom 
descend the Kshatnya caste of modern India, these 
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fine well mannered fiery sportsmanlike Rajputs, who 
are the pnde of their country They look like any 
Hungarian nobleman, or Georgian chief , and all the 
centuries spent in enervating climates and an austere 
faith have not taken from them their dash and 
passionate fervour 

They are Kshatriyas now, it has been said, these 
Rajputs from Central Asia For from of old the 
classic, if academic, division of the Indian peoples 
has been supposed to be in four great caste or class 
abstractions, of which the second or wamor class is 
known as Kshatnya And in fact it was into this 
caste that the invaders were by artful priests assumed 
to be adopted The first hordes, from Bactria and 
the Qxus, had become followers of Buddha, a caste 
less faith in which the Brahman priesthood lost its 
privileges But the later comers, the Gujjars and 
Huns, with their adoration of fire and sun and moon, 
were quickly persuaded to the Hindu system and 
the acceptance of the Brahman priesthood So they 
slew as they conquered and extirpated the adherents 
of the reformed creed And for reward they obtained 
the rank of kshatnya and genealogies of the true 
Aryan breed Those who were soldiers and founded 
states or formed the fighting men at arms of the clan 
maintained the rank, and are the Rajputs of to-day 
The rest, as they settled down to trade or craftsman 
ship or as each by the succeeding horde was engulfed, 
and, where it was not absorbed, oppressed, brought 
to the multitudinous castes of upper India that 
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j ri raue lust of acquisition but m the sp n L «.{ . 
ro t, «owgh* for it> o vn sale, governed b> t i 1 
ci cruvalry Throughout Rajputana aid h.at f, 
Uiur cities stand ou every eminence Thence t \ y 
t iwld sal]) forth upon i foraj, or in then, if the \ v t 
befell, sustain i brief siege \ ourgur »o~ c t* 
Went out to cane thc.msc.hcs a circcr and pv. ha s i 
a kij-gdym with the sword or received in irt-amgc., 
lulf independent, in which they governed a, vassal 
I n tecs The chief ruled with i pover absolute, and 
arl t a-y, but he had to rule as a father anicng lus 
children The elm obejed is a child obevs his 
father, jet withil there was ilwajs i curious feeling 
of equalitj TfSSgWf^c^^SFt^tHysarnc blood, they 
felt, high or low, born to cirr arms, all gentlemen , 
and the chief was uo better than Jus poorest brother, 
except that God had given him as eldest of the o’dcr 
lire the right of decision in affairs Tor die r estates 
the clarsmen pud b) service, each according to his 
fid civ mg in person or with subordinate horsemen 
«nd men at arms To this class bclorg the. women 
wh> have been Indus heroines, the women whose 
nines survive in stoij, brave with the brave tender 
ard true Best lnown of all, perhaps too well known 
gam to bear mention, arc Padnuni, the princes of 
Mewir, and her no kas courageous companions and 
mild -erv ints Tor she was bciutiful, of a bcautj 
so surpa sng *»s to bung run to Jier own po^lc 
* Uavtsd din, the great conqueror, heard of li“r fame 
cd contrived to sec he' feiturcs man rro Tien 
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m no mere lust q£ acquisition but iu the spirit of a 
sport, 'ought for its own sake, governed bj the rules 
of dm airy Throughout Rajputana and Kithiawid, 
their castles stand on every eminence Thence they 
could sally forth upon a foray, or in them, if the worst 
befell, sustain a brief siege Younger sons either 
stent out to carve themsdves a career and perhaps 
A kingdom with the sword or received an appanage, 
half independent, in which they governed as vassal 
pnnees The chief ruled with a power absolute and 
arbitrary , but he had to rule as a father among his 
children The dan obeyed, as a child obejs his 
father, jet withal there was always a curious feeling 
of equality They were all of the same blood, they 
felt, high ot low, bom to carry arms, all gentlemen , 
and the chief was no better than his poorest brother, 
except that God had given him as ddest of the older 
line the nght of decision in affairs For their estates 
the dansmen paid by service, each according to his 
fief serving in person or with subordinate horsemen 
and men at arms To this class belong the women 
who have been India’s heroines the women whose 
names survive in story, brave with the brave tender 
and true Best known of all, perhaps too well known 
again to bear mention, are Padmirn, the princess of 
RleivSr, and her no less courageous companions and 
maid servants For she was beautiful, of a beauty 
so surpassing as to bring ruin to her own people 
’AH-oid dm, the great conqueror, heard of her fame 
and contnv ed to see her features in a mirror Then, 
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.nog looted, he wore that she roust be yielded to 
s passion or, if not, that Chnor, the capital of Mnir, 
ould falL Finally, when it was no longer po sible 
i resist and the impregnable fort was onl) too clearly 
rcgnable bj the cncm), Padmini called the wives 
id daughters of the fighting men and told them 
hat was in her mind In the -vaults deep within 
ie core of this strange lull fortress, the) piled wood 
id straw and built themselves a v*st pyre. Then 
ith a farewell to the soldiers who were to charge in 
ae last sortie upon the cncm) , the women went 
own the steps to the supreme offering and laid them- 
dves upon the logs of burning wood and died la 
his way the women of Chitor — without one to shnni 
t to draw bacl — presen ed for all time the memory 
if Rajput honour and the exaltation of Rajput 
vomanhood 

Et en to-da) without a doubt there are with*n the 
zananaj of Mewar man) women of a spirit no less 
•ublime. The honour of the family, that is a sacred 
lame which they feed in their hearts with ever 
renewed fuel of self sacrifice and devotion. That is 
a repute which, even when they sin, they sect to 
preserve intact , and they know only too well that 
infraction of this law brings with it death The 
women live, with few exceptions, in the strictest 
seclusion, seeing no male person except their husband 
and occasional!) an unde or a brother But, in 
despite of privacy, the fame of their conduct is 
whispered abroad and their influence in -fiarrs is only 
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too often felt, even by Political Agents and Residents 
In a chief’s household, there may be two or three 
Wives, each with her separate establishment and her 
appanages The management of her estates alone 
demands a good deal of intelligence and force of will 
Handicapped as she is by being forced to converse 
with her stewards through a curtain, behind which 
she remains invisible, it is remarkable with what ability 
many a Rajput wife or widow controls the adminis- 
tration of her funds, though sometimes unhappily she 
may become the victim of fraud or specious appear- 
ances The popular estimation of the Rajput ladies’ 
talents is shown in the Gujariti proverb, “ The clever 
woman’s children are fools, and the foolish woman’s 
children are clever,” in which the former is the Rajput 
w oman with her impetuous and often imprudent sons, 
and the latter the cunning Bama trader with his 
usually awkward and futile mother 

Only experience can show how deep, and some 
times how perv erted, is the respect for family honour , 
how hard the duty imposed upon women to preserve 
it above all things else at any cost Some years ago, 
a young Rajput gentleman in an access of insane rage 
murdered his stepmother m her room He had a 
sister, a girl of eighteen, still unmarried, who was 
sitting beside the pair and saw the murder done 
before her eyes As it happened, a Government 
officer was near the place, got early information, and 
by a forced ride through darkness over forest tracks 
was able to reach the scene of the murder by mid- 
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night. He went at once to the girl’s quarters and, 
while respecting the custom of purdah, insured upon 
speaking to hex m person. The girl was still shaken 
by the murder that the had vntses'ed, her next** 
apset, her night sleepless, her mind a \ cnex of cruel 
impressions Under the skilful questioning, she soon 
btoVe down, and— told the truth' She recounted 
the frtCts as the) had happened , and the facts were 
that her brother, the head of the family, was a 
murderer But thereafter the girl remained un- 
married, no Rajput of lineage, however poor, bang 
found to accept m damage a Rajput maiden who by 
the mere truth hid fixed in the public eye a stain on 
the family name. 

Of Rajput woorngs there is still many a romantic 
story to be told. In one of the smaller states there 
bad been some talk of marrying the daughter of the 
house to a greater chief The young lady, a girl of 
about fifteen, exceptionally beautiful and graceful, 
well educated, a writer of excellent letters both in 
her own and in the English language, managed to get 
hold of a photograph of the propo'ed consort and 
incontinently fell m lore with the pictured image 
The negotiations met with unexpected difficulties 
and the project all but fell through. The young 
chief, who had not seen her, was indifferent and 
accepted an offer from a more powerful state, where 
he raamed the young princess, almost a child. This 
was so far from damping the other lady, that it served 
only to inflame her further The greater the difficulty, 
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the more determined she was to win the man whom 
she now loved with a bitter passion She wrote, she 
intrigued, she guided the negotiations herself, she 
entreated and schemed and insisted At last she was 
successful, and the young chief came to wed her as his 
second wife Throughout the ceremony, he was 
indifferent, almost bored From his manner it was 
plain that he married only as a duty, because he was 
a gentleman, bound to a promise which he may have 
thought himself cheated into giving But, the cere- 
mony over, he went according to custom to eat the 
first meal with his new wife and for the first time to 
see her face and listen to her speech In less than an 
hour everything was changed Fired by her im- 
mediate charms, he burst all the bonds of etiquette 
and earned his bride off to his own tents He made 
her his queen and put her hie a seal upon his heart 
For the child whom he had formerly marned there 
was little thought, and the new bnde, who for so 
many years had loved him from his portrait with a 
passionate eagerness, became the ruler as well as the 
loving servant of her prince 

The daily lives of these Rajput ladies of Mevvii 
and Mirwir may not have many deep interests but 
they are by no means empty Among the greater 
chiefs, the woman’s life is the usual life of palaces, 
With luxuries at command and with corresponding 
duties There are servants to order and affairs to 
manage Most ladies read and hear recitations , 
maid servants sometimes sing , and children have to 
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nobleman’s wife would think shame of herself, if she 
did not superintend the cooking and at need take a 
hand in the baling of calcs and special delicacies 
She sees to it that her husband and all male guests — 
usually numerous — have their brealfast before she 
herself eats her meal with her women In that hot 
land, all sleep who can in the middle of the day, and 
the Rajput woman is no exception When a couple 
of hours later she rises, she seels for some amusement 
for the afternoon All Rajput ladies are brought up 
from childhood to the strictest care of their persons 
and are taught even phjsical exercises Before they 
arc married they have learnt every device by which 
they can preserv e or heighten their beauty and every 
art by which to sharpen their husbands’ zest and 
devotion For this purpose there are many things 
they learn which in Europe would be disapproved 
But it is largely due to this care that they are fault- 
lessly neat, fair, and attractive, and that so often their 
beauty lasts to advanced years Thus in the quiet 
afternoon hours one of the frequent amusements is 
to inspect and brush clothes Ladies keep large 
wooden chests, hasped and bolted with iron and often 
beautifully carved, very hie the bridal chests of the 
Italian Renaissance In them are stored the clothes 
in who»e neatness and beauty they place their vanity 
One by one they are talen out by the maid servants 
and dusted and shown to the mistress and refolded 
and put bad It is a poor woman indeed who does 
not have at least fifteen to twenty skirts, from the 
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cheaper cotton or icd Tutkcy cloih to the richest 
sills and gold embroidery Mantles (Sam) arc at 
least as many and of bodices there may be forty or 
fifty The maid sertants who fold the clothes arc 
a notable institution Rather household slaves than 
sen ants, bora and bred in the house, and almost of 
pure Rajput blood thcmsclics, they arc the intimates 
of their mistress One or two of them there will 
always be who base been her affectionate companions 
since childhood and base, on marriage, accompanied 
her to her new home Such a gul is the lidy ’s con- 
fidant and constant comrade, who loob to all her 
comforts, rubs her down after her bath and docs 
sVaUul massage, knows all her secrets, brings her ati 
rumours of the world, sleeps at her side in her hus- 
band’s absence, and is her much cherished fnend 
Often, especially m youth, the two spend their after- 
noons sewing together Amongst the Rajputs of 
Kithiawid, besides the pretty bodices that they often 
sew thetnsehes, it is the custom for girls to embroider 
fnnged strips of cloth for hanging across doors or 
squares to fasten upon walls for use as ornament at 
marriages and festivals Little pieces of glass or mica 
are let into the embroidery and the patterns very 
much resemble those still sewn by peasant women in 
Hungary, whither they were also brought from the 
same tnbal centres of Asia Reading, visiting, chat- 
ting take up the rest of the day till e\ cning approaches 
Then the Rajput woman puts on her richer dresses and 
her jewelry and gets ready for dinner and the night 
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The Rajput women 'of Kithiawdd and Cutph 
deserve some spcaal mention, both for their beauty 
and their exceptional cleverness Beautiful they are 
above all other women of India except only m 
Kashmir, fair with a rich fresh golden tint of shn, 
with full soft e> es, and with long black hair In their, 
apparel they are particularly tasteful, and the green 
hues that the> specially affect set off their complexion 
at us best under the Indian sky Of their intelligence 
there is no doubt, and throughout the Rajput country 
they are respected for then talents and perhaps, 
6hall we add, feared for their intrigue Jealous and 
ambitious to a fault, they are not ignorant even of 
the use of poison, and at least it is a proverb that 
'* She mames the land, not the man ” Gallant and 
courageous they ate, even in evil, and it is not so long 
ago that the tale was told of a not virtuous princess 
that night after night in the dark hours saddled a 
nding camel with her own hands in the stable and 
rode six miles out to join a lover, and before dawn, 
another six miles back, unseen, unknown, with the 
threat of a dagger thrust, if discovered, always in 
her mind But when well-beloved and cherished, 
these Rajput women are charming companions and 
faithful, assiduous helpmates 

Besides the tubes who can claim to be Rajputs of 
authentic origin, descended as was said from the 
Central Asian invaders who transformed ancient 
India to its present type, it follows reasonably enough 
from the constitution of the tnbal entities and from 
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the eternal facts of power and sovereignty, that there 
are" many others who put forward a eland more or 
less substantiated to a similar recognition Such arc 
the slightly later invaders of similar strains vvho came 
to India from Scythia by a different ro3d, the jhadejas 
of Catch and Klthiawid, for instance, with their 
frequent marriages with Mussulmans These have 
at least a perfectly legitimate tide to the name by 
a sort of cadet copyhold The hill Rajputs of the 
Himalayas, among whom for generations survived 
the last indigenous school of Indian painting, can also 
fairly put forward a claim based on historical descent 
But in addition, throughout Northern India, whenevf 
by the fortune of circumstance a new tribe, not 
included as a caste in the orthodox Hindu system, U 
attained to princely power, the claim to true Rajput 
ancestry, for a time overlaid and obscured bj the 
dust layers of adversity, is propounded and defended. 
Minstrels m India are no less complacent than genea- 
logists and heralds m Europe , and a ruling chief can 
have a mythical founder of his line disinterred from 
unknown records as readily as can a British peer 
Instances are many and notorious, but it would be 
invidious to retail cases, where very often the tribe or 
US ruling family are in every way worthy of inclusion 
Among the Hindu aristocracy not yet fully re- 
cognized as Rajput, perhaps the most notable are the 
Mahrattas Cultivators of the and Deccan highland., 
their swift raiding ho'semen can ed oat many a princi- 
pality in the last three centimes Several regiments 
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of the Indian army arc recruited from these stern and 
hard) tribes, and the Mahratta has fought steadily 
and well on the Euphrates and the Yser Among the 
ruling chiefs, the generosity, loyalt), and gallantry of 
H H. the Maharaja Scicdia of Gwalior, in particular, 
hate notv become famous throughout the world 
Besides the ruling chiefs, the Mahratta tribes have 
a number of families of lesser nobility, above the mass 
of poorer farmers and peasants Five of the tribes 
boast a purer birth and loftier ancestry , while in all 
tunetj nine tnbes or branches of the race are counted. 
But in all tnbes, far greater is the distinction between 
gentle and simple than among the Rajput clans 
The Rajput clans form a real brotherhood in which, 
w tn many senses, each man is as good as another, 
wealth and power being accidentals only upon the 
leading strain Over the whole social life is the 
tradition of the feudal fief and tenure, where all hold 
as gentlemen by their soldiers’ service. Among the 
Mahrattas there has never been this history of feudal 
anstocracj And even more perhaps, a certain demo- 
cratic tendency and a certain pronenes3 to claim 
“rights” in the true democratic spirit, male it 
natural for those who have attained nobility to dis 
tinguish themselves by a haughtier aloofness In 
many wap this tendency has affected the Mahratta 
woman It has introduced the purdah or seclusion 
for one thing among a people to whom it« not natural, 
first among the nobility, and now to a modified degree 
among the richer or prouder of the farmer class 
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a little to decrepitude, of indigenous Drayidians — 
caste-ridden, they, from the first known times — and 
rarer immigrant Aryans. And in that world out of 
the teeming millions of the Diavidian population, akin 
perhaps in remote ages to the inhabitants of the South 
Seas, the nobility are the Nairs._ Aristocracy they can 
hardly perhaps be called with propriety, since they 
themselves do not claim to rule as being best. Rather 
they derive their nobility, by their own showing, from 
the fact that they were deemed worthy by the Aryan 
priests, whom they acknowledge to be the highest of 
mankind. The Nairs are a community, rather than’ 
a caste or tribe, with powers of assimilation. -A 
large infusion of Aryan blood, obtained from the 
favours of the priesthood whom they venerate, has 
given them a peculiar distinction from the Dravidian 
masses. 

In the “ Relations of the Most Famous Kingdom in 
the World,” which was published in the year of Grace 
1611 by Master Johnson, this southern nobility was 
abundantly described : “ It is strange to see how < 
ready the souldiour of this country is at his weapons 1 
they are all , gentile men and tearmed Naires. At 
seven years of age they are put to school to learn the 
use of their weapons, where, to make them nimble 
and active, their sinews and joints are stretched by 
skilful fellows and anointed with the oyle sesamus. 
By this anointing they become so light and jumble 
that they will wind and turn their, bodies as if they* 
had. no bones, casting them forward, backward, 'higlf^ * 
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and low, cicn to the astonishment of the beholders. - 
Their continual delight i» in tlicir weapon, pen u a ding 
themselves that no canon gocth beyond them in skill 
and dexterity.” The)' arc no longer warriors and the 
only soldier* of Nair caste arc tlic household brigade 
maintained by ll.ll. the Maharaja o{ Trav ancorc. 
Eut they arc still bras c, and in their pli) the sword and 
buckler and the bow and arrow keep their place. 

Nowadays it is' the women who Jute won the higher 
fame. Seldom in any country can there las e been 4 
womanhood Out ha* recused such unlsersal eulogy. 
From the earliest liLtorics of Malabo^ to die latest 
writings of French tourists, the chorus of ptauc las 
been a monody. Old Duarte Barbosa, writing cen- 
turies ago lus “ Description of the Coasts of East Africa 
and Malabar,” already clothed his Impression in ad- 
miring words. Most of all he notes that “ they arc 
scry dean and ss ell-dressed ssomcn and they* hold it 
a great honour to hnosv how to please men." This 
careful deanhness and 'a certain grate sort of neatness 
arc indeed recurrent in escry description. The bath 
is to them a \ery article of faith and they bathe not 
daily but, almost it might be said, hourly. Beside 
each house is a large pnsatc tank or pond of masonry 
with broad stone steps leading to the water, and there 
arc few moments in the hot daylight hours sshen it 
does not resound to a woman’s laugh. They use the 
nuts of various saponaceous plants to free hair and skin 
_ftpm the slightest impurity; and no robe, however 
v slightly soiled, is ever worn again till it is thoroughly 
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discipline and an instinctive older, from being a duty, 
becomes a constant habit. Comfort and tranquillity, 
if they are to be had, exact self-effacing restraint and 
gentle deference to others’ wishes and requirements. 
Whatever is boisterous and impulsive, the self-assertive 
and the crude, has had to be effaced and smoothed 
away, as pebbles shaken together in’ a bag. lose their 
sharp edges. The manners that result arc, quiet and 
self-contained, a little solemn perhaps, as of . people 
traversing a cathedral, but sweetened, by human 
charity and a pleasant touch of worldly irony. 

The dress is simple in the extreme, a single white 
* cloth that reaches from the waist to the knee. This 
for long ages has been the sole honoured dress of the 
Nair lady, above all fear as she is and above reproach. 
That in all public places she should go boldly and 
unashamed, with no self-conscious daring, but simply 
and modestly, with the upper part of her body un- 
covered before all men, has been the law of her com- 
munity. Only jew dry she wears, a gold or silver 
chain, even a gold belt about her waist, gold bosses 
in her ears, and a necklace whose pendants are as the 
cobra’s hood upon her neck. Sometimes, however, 
especially in these later days, and when she travels to 
other provinces, she throws a cloth over her shoulders 
and bosom, with a certain shyness, as of something 
coquettish and immodest. 

Amusements too are simple, but to their thinking 
plentiful and quietly enjoyable. All girls are taught 
to read and write, and not a few are highly educated. 
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They are in general on the happiest terms with their 
husbands, whom they do not see too much and whose 
affections are not blunted by the daily usage of a com- 
mon household and the dulling minutia; of daily life 
When, however, there » incompatibility, they separate 
simply anti naturally without unkindness to seek a 
better lo\ed mate In leisure hours, swinging, two 
or three merry girls on the same swing, is a favourite 
amusement, and singing and dancing are often enjoyed, 
especially at, the great autumn festival when the house 
is filled with presents and each one gives every one else 
a yellow doth or a toy or an ornament Prettiest of 
all their amusements, however, and most symbolic of 
all that quiet, so sweetly singular life on the backwaters 
of the south, is that of flower decoration In the early 
morning the children of the large household go into the 
fields to gather flowers and bring them back in armfuls 
Then all sit down in the courtyard, and with their 
gathered blossoms make bright decorative patterns on 
the walls and floor Best loved of all is a flower carpet 
over which they raise a booth, gaily festooned with 
other flowers When all is complete, the neighbours 
are asked to come in and admire , and they compare 
it with their own m turn But the finest flowers of 
all are the sweet gravely tender women of Malabar 
When he turns to the Mussulman aristocracy qf 
India, the European finds himself on ground more 
familiar, as it is more similar to the landscape of his 
own social existence These chiefs and nobles are the 
descendants — m most part — of soldier adventurers who, 
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cleaned by the washerwoman A scrupulous cleanli- 
ness and i fastidious neatness — a total impression of 
almost hieratic purity — this exhales from the Nair 
woman lde an emanation By their grave simplicity 
an English official was inspired to a pretty compliment, 
as he toiled through some red tape Census Report with 
much talk of ** excess of females ” in the Nair popula- 
tion “They could never be accused,” he reported 
with mock indignation, “ of an ‘ excess of females ' 
The most beautiful women in India, if numerous, 
could net er be excessive 1 

The general picture of grave and simple purity is 
heightened by the appearance of their houses, each 
aloof and separate with a certain quiet dignity in its 
own grounds A bathing tank and a garden, these are 
the first conditions of every household , and the garden 
is luxuriant with the great rough stems of the jack 
fruit tree, the graceful areca and cocoa nut palms, and 
bright green, broad leaved banana plants To the 
east is the gate, through the garden, to the house, with 
a stile to cross and a gate house or lodge at its side 
The house itself, with its large household all related 
through the female line, has on the ground floor its 
kitchen and store-rooms, an open courtyard, and a 
large dining hall And above, with two separate stair- 
cases, lie on one side the women’s, on the other the 
apartments of the men, segregated entirely one from 
another In such houses with all their numerous 
family members, brothers and sisters and cousins and 
aunts and children always growing up, a certain quiet 
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ludplittc and an instinctive order, from being a duty, 
rccomes a constant habit. Comfort and tranquillity, 
li they are to be had, exact self-cffadng restraint and 
gentle deference to others' wishes and requirements. 
Whatever it boisterous and impuisiv c, the self-assertive 
and the crude, has had to be effaced and smoothed 
away, as pebbles shaken together in a bag. lose their 
sharp edges. The manners that result are quiet and 
self-contained, a little solemn perhaps, as’pf people 
traversing a cathedral, but sweetened by human 
chanty and a pleasant touch of worldly irony. 

The dress is simple in the extreme, a single white 
doth that reaches from the waist to the knee. This 
for long ages has been the sole honoured dress of the 
Nair lady, above all fear as she is and above reproach. 
That in all public places she should go boldly and 
unashamed, with no self-conscious daring, but simply 
and modestly, with the upper part of her body un- 
covered before all men, has been the law of her com- 
munity. Only jewelry she wears, a gold or silver 
chain, even a gold belt about her waist, gold bosses 
in her cars, and a necklace whose pendants are as the 
cobra’s hood upon her neck. Sometimes, however, 
especially in these later days, and when she travels to 
other provinces, she throws a cloth over her shoulders 
and booom, with a certain shyness, as of something 
coquettish and immodest. 

Amusements too are simple, but to their thinking 
plentiful and quietly enjoyable. All girls are taught 
to read and wnte, and not a few are highly educated. 
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They are m general on the happiest terms with their 
husbands, whom they do not see too much and whose 
affections are not blunted by the daily usage of a com- 
mon household and the dulling minuute of daily life 
When, however, there is incompatibility, they separate 
simply and naturally without unkindness to seek a 
better Io\cd mate In leisure hours, swinging, two 
or tliree merry girls on the same swing, is a favourite 
amusement, and singing and dancing are often enjoyed, 
especiall) a;, the great autumn festival when the house 
is filled with presents and each one gives every one else 
a ) ellow cloth or a toy or an ornament Prettiest of 
all their amusements, however, and most symbolic of 
all that quiet, so sweetly singular life on the backwaters 
of the south, is that of flower decoration. In the early 
morning the children of the large household go mto the 
fields to gather flowers and bring them back in armfuls 
Then all sit down in the courtyard, and with their 
gathered blossoms make bright decorative patterns on 
the walls and floor Best loved of all is a flower carpet 
over which they raise a booth, gaily festooned with 
other flowers When all is complete, the neighbours 
are asked to come in and admire , and they compare 
it with their own in turn But the finest flowers of 
all are the sweet gravely tender women of Malabar 
When he turns to the Mussulman aristocracy of 
India, the European finds himself on ground more 
familiar, as it is more similar to the landscape of his 
own social existence These chiefs and nobles are the 
descendants— in most part — of soldier adventurers who, 
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as generals or as goi ernorj under the Emperors of Delhi, 
or as rebels and fighters for their own hand, achieved 
estates and esen principalities. The)' hase no caite 
or tribe to distinguish them from their fellow, but 
owe their position to their authority and landed 
interest. As sons o{ Adam, they hold, all men arc in 
essence equal, but Destiny has apportioned sgicrcigaty 
to one and to another beggary. They rise and fall, 
as m Europe, too, heritages arc wasted and fortunes 
won ; and they rely upon no mystic ordinance and no 
liicratic ceremonial for their prestige. The frank 
acceptance of the world as it \t, facts alone one would 
say hasing importance, males the Mussulman gentle- 
man and his family appear figures fully human and 
comprehensible. Pol) gamy and the seclusion of women 
alone cause disparities, superficial esen these in many 
respects. 

The permission to marry up to four wises is in 
practice seldom utilized. The commandment to treat 
all wises alilc, with equal fas our and cherishing, in 
itself males righteous pol)gamy by no means easy. 
But a more actual obstacle is the natural jealousy of 
the woman and her great influence. There are few 
Mussulman ladies sshose husbands arc not just the 
least thing “ henpecked.” And few of them will allow 
a mal to enter the zanina without a straggle. Only 
in. a few of the most powerful courts is it prevalent to 
any conspicuous degree ; and in suds royal households 
where it exists, it files often in the face of Holy Scrip- 
ture no less than human sense and comfort. It is then 
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Chapter V 

THE MIDDLE CLASSES * 

Is a last empire with a population of over three 
hundred millions, m area a continent, with some 
thirty fire main languages and of dialects none can 
say how man}, with different religions and with cul- 
tures divided from each other by centuries of progress, 
anything hie an adequate description of the middle- 
class woman would be a task bejond human power, 
and its perusal bejond the paticnc,. of the most 
enduring reader Less difficult by far would it be to 
head a chapter “ The middle classes of Europe,” and, 
within us limits, after running from Greece and 
Roumama to Spam and England, to scale the heights 
upon which, like an inspiration, the womanhood of 
France sits enthroned But there are at least some 
essentials in which the womanhood of the Indian middle 
classes becomes congruous, differing therein from the 
women of other countries, Europe for instance, or 
America or China Perhaps it may be tried by the 
selection of a few types, with the aid of contrast and 
analysis, in some way to express their essential 
atmosphere and habit 

Burxnah must, one finds, go to the wall, not most 
certainly for anj fault of its own but because it lies so 
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far apart from the total of Indian life. For- adminis- 
tration it is placed within the confines of the Indian 
Empire, but with the Indian peoples its people has 
no lot or part. To omit it seems almost a pity, so 
franUy independent are its women and so fascinating — 
free above the women of most nations and consonant 
to an unusual degree with ultimate human, ideals. 
One sees such a little Burmese lady sometimes, but 
how rarely, in India, the wife perhaps of some English 
officer or of a high Burmese councillor, so a picture may 
stand as reminder oi smiling daintiness, Ids. some 
porcelain figurine glaxed and tinted in the furnace of 
human freedom. 

In India proper, of the middle classes, the- most 
important, and perhaps the most enigmatic, figure is 
the Brahman’s. The class is cenainiy an aristocracy 
in one, the etymological, sense For it is as being best 
that they hold power and the power that they hold 
is, even to this day, most undeniable. Aristocracy — 
“ rule of the best ” — of those rather who are admitted 
to be best — if this be indeed a meaning true to fact, 
then the Brahmans should be included in or alone 
comprise that rank. With many of them their very 
appearance, their gait and self-composure, support the 
r61e. With steady untroubled eye, straight nose and 
sensitive nostril, fair sldn, “ pride in their port ” and 
self -restraint in every gesture, they move through the 
mass of common men, as if conscious of a higher nusrion. 
By the sacred thread across the shoulder they proclaim 
themseh cs twice- bom, once from a mortal womb and 
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once again at an auspicious hour in childhood by 
initiation to the sacred mysteries Calm and in- 
different, serene with a careful precision and habit of 
restraint, they incarnate in their manner something 
of absolute repose, as if untouched by the mundane 
ebb and flow Withal they are not in any customary 
sense a nobility Perhaps, it may be said, they have 
transcended even nobility In any case the proudest 
noble must at times, and some must constantly, admit 
the ascendancy, spiritual though it be, of these born 
preceptors The greatest ruler will cat food cooked 
bj the poorest Brahman beggar , but no Brahman, 
desperate with the pangs of destitution, would accept 
even a glass of water from a monarch s jug, the mere 
touch being a profanation to the nutriment of sanctity 
In Southern India, where the Brahman, immigrant 
from Arjan races, was most successful in exploiting 
the indigenous population by the means of religious 
awe, the Nair nobility are abject in their recognition 
of this hierarchic superiority In every word of 
speech the Nair throws himself, as a clod of mud, 
before the Brahman’s feet to be trampled and con- 
temned His house becomes, in speaking to a Brahman, 
his poor dunghill and the Brahman’s house his palace , 
his teeth are dirty in his speech, and the Brahman’s 
pearls , his sleep is a mere falling into snores, and the 
Brahman’s an honourable slumber 
But m ordinary speech, in Europe and no less in 
India, the concept of nobility or aristocracy in its 
worldly relations implies other qualities A certain 
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sanctified, but also this ideal of abstention, leading in 
practice not unseldom to a grave and measured 
hypocrisy As a whole they are the professional class 
of India, they and the rival caste, the Kayasthas or 
“ scribes, ” and maintain with admirable earnestness 
the tastes and pursuits of an intellectual, idealizing, 
and temperate order Mental discipline, the suppres 
sion of the impulsive act, a habit of restriction «« 
incessant as to become almost instinctive, these th 
have to a degree almost overwhelming 
Among Rajput women one finds certainly thehight 
'development of the individual with the greatest char 
and the fullest humanity, and it is they, almost aloi 
•who have achieved the heroic But to India as 
whole the ordinary ideal of woman in her relation 
social function is represented by the more retice 
figure of the Brahman She is woman as m his h 
the ordinary man would wish to find her, quit 
devoted, managing and pious 

Nowhere is the Brahman woman so true to the tyj 
presented in this ideal as in the Madras President 
and in the Bombay Deccan And never is she so tri 
to herself as when she goes, sedately, to the tempi 
In her hand she carries the brass tray on which she h. 
put her humble offerings of ochre powder and flowe 
with a wick burning beside them , and she goes lookn 
neither to the nght nor to the left She rings the b< 
which summons the God s attention to his worshippi 
and walks the prescribed ceremonial steps round tl 
idol with a grave unquestioning dignity And hi 
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whole life Is one unceasing round of service, in which 
humility is elevated by an ever-present sense of Divine 
ordinance. To the lowly in heart she feels — almost 
one might say she knows, so strongly docs she feel — 
belongs the kingdom of heaven. In service to find 
fulfilment, even happiness, that is her God-given 
mission. She grinds corn and cooks, carries water 
and washes the house, nurses her children, waits upon 
her family, as also she draws ornamental patterns with 
white and red chalks upon her door-step, all with a 
humble pride and joy in the singleness of her devotion. 
In poorer houses, in the houses of far the greater 
number of her class, ahe is at work all day fiom long 
before the first dawning till at last at night she falls 
into the deep slumbers of exhaustion. There arc few 
who keep servants, except for an occasional old woman 
who comes to help with the rougher tasks. And in 
addition to the household labour, she is forced, too 
early, to premature childbirth, and protracted nursing. 
For charm and coquetry, for all the arts by which 
woman gladdens life and creates a liberal society, she 
has, if she had the inclination, no spare time or energy. 
She ages early, spent by exhausting labour and the 
recurring burden of unregulated childbirth, unwarmed 
by joy, unlit by passion. 

But the bare life of poverty and unending labour 
is illumined by a spiritual exaltation. With the per- 
formance of their service the million Saint Theresas of 
the Deccan are able to find within their hearts a satisfy- 
ing happiness. Like nuns, by an austere self-repres- 
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ocaa conception. To an Indian Antigone no chorui 
would ring of human power and magnitude. Only 
the preacher would instruct in humility and abnegation. 

Even die richest Brahman women of the South spend 
their leisure hours in a manner tliat accords with the 
common ideal. Relieved of the more exhausting 
house-work by the labour of the servants, they spend 
the afternoon hour* when they are at rest in the reading 
of the Purans, those grower Scriptures or, one might 
perhaps with truer comparison say, those Hagiologics 
in which priests have deformed the too subtle tenets 
of Hindu theosophy with the flesh of mythology. In 
the reciting of these legends, and in lengthy prayers 
and ritual performance the wealthy Brahman lady is 
content to find the entertainment of her leisure. 

The same ideal of service and privation is to be found 
no less in Bengal, sweetened however and softened hie 
the more languid air. There is something hard, even 
cruel perhaps, in the arid Deccan plain with its burning 
dry winds and its stony lull-sides, and its stern, thrift}’, 
self-centred people. Its asceticism is harsh and rough, 
the sour ferment as it were of crude souls in fear of a 
fierce Deity, looling by abnegation to secure the giacc 
that, alone can give salvation. The spirit is that, 
almost, of a Hindu Calvinism, savagely abnegatory. 
A softer piety, as of some Italian nunnery' among roses* 
and olive trees over the blue sea, inspire? the woman- 
hood of Bengal. They hav c a dev otion no less’ intense, 
their service and sclf-sacrificc is no smaller y* but they 
are filled also with the pity that assuages and the love 
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who discard the tendernes* and soft devotion of their 
native womanhood. Nowhere in India have there 
been so many marriages between English and Indian , 
nowhere have they been more successful The num- 
ber of women really educated, appreciate e oi art and 
literature, a few even themselves poets and writers, is 
out o! all comparison large , and the artistic rebirth 
in Bengal must to some extent have been shaped by 
the influence of women’s grace on the social world 
Without departing from the prescribed fields of service 
and abnegation, the) tate their part in e>ery important 
mo\ ement — sometime* perhaps unwisely 1 But at times 
they have brought untold benefit by their »cts So a few 
j ear* ago did the brave girl who by the sacrifice of her 
own hfe slew a great social evil — the purchase of men 
at the price of ruinous downe* It must at least be con 
ceded that the women of Bengal, descendant from mixed 
races but long 'ince truly Indian, have clothed the 
sacerdotal ideal in vestment of soft and womanly grace. 

But there are other parts o! India where even the 
Brahman woman has diverged from this ideal, or — 
should one not rather *ay ? — has transfused into it 
the feelings and robust sensuality of a more vigorous 
nature Where the late conquerors from the North 
have settled, where nch plains bear wheat and millet, 
and field* are hedged with the milk bush and the 
cactu*, where the great trees male the country seem 
hie an English part, and the air bites cold in the 
winter mornings when a din of ice cradles on road 
side pools, where m the hot months the sun hangs hie 
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With the round oval of their faces, the fair bloom of 
their skins, the growing intelligence that dances m their 
eyes, they at once captivate all who look In general 
up to the age of eight or ten they remain naked (though 
an unfortunate new fashion, imitated from customs 
made necessary by the cold grey skies of England, tends 
to hamper their free beauty in ugly and unwholesome 
clothes), and the light movement of frail gold browned 
limbs in the Indian air is sheer refreshment to the eye. 

Pevouon, then, the N5gar woman certainly stands 
for, devotion and the due and harmonious fulfilment 
of the duties of her station A woman she is always, 
fully and truly womanly Bur she is far above the 
mere privative of empty abnegation Beauty she 
knows and values, and she is not ignorant or afraid 
of the power that kindly beauty can exercise in the 
affairs of men Learning she can recognize and 
honour , literature she assists , even of art, she is not, 
hke her sisters, much afraid In Gujarit from of old 
the dainty custom has remained by which on certain 
fcotwals, the feast of lamps for instance, ladles of the 
highest classes meet in the open streets of the residential 
quarters and chant choral songs while they mo\ c round 
in a circle, beating time with their hands and bending 
gracefully up and down They sing of spring and 
flowers and the sports of girl friends in palace gardens 
But m the large industrial cities which in the last 
generation hav e nsen upon the older towns with their 
restricted social circles, the publicity of the streets has 
become inconvenient. The NSgar ladies in Ahmeda- 
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bad r for instance, haie taken a leading part in trans- 
ferring the old songs to larger concert halls in clubs 
and similar places, and at the same time raising the 
standard and artistic t alue of the performance Those 
who have ever heard such a concert must be grateful 
for a movement full at the same time of beauty and 
colour and sweet sound along with modesty and per 
feet taste For a higher social life, with heightened 
enjoyments and a rational freedom, for self develop- 
ment and wider interests, yet well within the limits 
that nature prescribes for woman, distinct from the 
far other limits set to man by his divergent functions, 
for a life that has in it something of Greece as well as 
the main ideals of Hinduism, the Nagar woman, for 
all the illiberal asceticism of the Brahman tradition, 
may emphatically stand 

In the mercantile classes the same ideaL persist, 
deflected however by the incidents of their livelihood 
and to an e\ en greater extent by a profound difference 
in spiritual aspect Of the Hindu trading classes by 
far the most important and the most ubiquitous are 
the merchants of RlinvSr, of Gujarit, and of Cutch 
All follow one of two sects, the Vaishnava or the Jam 
— the latter m essence a different religion, originally 
indeed a protest against Hinduism but now bttle more 
than a sect, another ripple, so to say, on the waters of 
national faith Both at any rate are protests against 
Brahman orthodoxy and the gnostic philosophies of 
essential Hinduism Numerically and in its effects, 
by far the more important is Vaishnavism In the 
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form in which it has been adopted by the trading 
classes, it i$ the, belief that by lose alone can God be 
realized It centra upon Krishna, that tender and 
sportiv c figure, in whom the God Vishnu 3gain came to 
carthl) life, and m whom arc enshrined the memories 
of a once-livmg hero On Him mythology and popular 
song have lavished their softest endearments and them 
most entrancing images In His name have been 
composed the voluptuous love-poems of many genera- 
tions , and the dalliances of Kmlina with the milk- 
maids and His bdov cd Radhi arc the constant theme 
to which Indian passion turns for lyrical expression 
They arc the familiar accompaniment in childhood as 
in age of the merchant's women folk In Vaishxunsm 
such as this the dev otcc throws himself, as a suppliant, 
on God’s grace and love alone He acknowledges in- 
deed his innate incapacity to apprehend the Godhead, 
but he aspires at least to fed something of His Glory 
in those ecstasies of self abandonment which can be 
likened on this earth only to the passionate lov c of man 
and woman In their prayers too they associate with 
the God that consort Laksbmi or RuLhmmi, who gives 
wealth and prosperity — the benign divinity who with 
her lord preserves and maintains all liv mg things and 
in loving kindness intercedes for all who seek by love 
and submission to realize the Divine in the universe, 
be their sins manifold as the sands upon the shore 
In every land, of course, the pursuit of wealth as 
such must be opposed to higher spiritual activities 
and loftier aspirations For the merchant the end 
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from a faith which, c\cn when interpreted in a too 
material sense, could hardly be replaced for its wor~ 
shippers by any other credo In modern Europe the 
aristocratic ideal has for the richer merchant some* 
thing of the same significance and mitigating value 
But for those outside the circle in which this idc«l 
can be operatn e there is no other thought to raise and 
enlarge the spirit 

It is not difficult to see how all these influences must 
react upon the woman’s life The effects are further 
complicated by the fact that child marriages arc still 
the rule, and that only too often, m a trading class, 
the young bnde is sold by her patents for large suras 
to an aged bridegroom Among the larger number of 
the class, probably, acquisition is sought by rigid 
economy The young wife finds herself sumed, 
therefore, of cterj comfort and even of the dresses 
and ornaments that by nature cicry woman desires 
The husband holds the purse and males almost all 
purchases himself A few rupees only can reach the 
wife, and for these she has to account Esen 1/ her 
husband » young, long hours m the shop, constant 
poring o\er account bools, and little exercise only too 
soon male him obese and feeble The only real 
interests are house work, in which she has no final 
voice, and frequent, often ill natured, gossip On the 
other hand, she has this of advantage that her men foil, 
weighing the world as they do by its material fruits, 
ascribe to women the first place in their pleasures 
She is, therefore, in spite of all, able sometimes to 
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attain a real power that is discordant with her osten- 
sible position The passion is for the sex in general, 
not for the individual woman , for a mere satisfaction 
of sense, not for a spiritual individualized love of the 
fitting mate But a shrewd woman can play upon the 
passion and mate it serve her own purposes And when 
the trader’s wife does manage to attain such influence, 
she uses it unsparingly for her own satisfaction Many 
a comedy of manners is played, unseen, on the dark 
stage of the merchant’s house There are not a few 
husbands who, whether from love of gain or from 
sheer terror of their wives, shut their eyes complaisantly 
to divagations damaging to their honour The prac- 
tice common to many money lenders of keeping burly 
Mussulman, often Afghan, sen ants m their households, 
is anything except an incentive to female virtue 
Among the merchants who follow the Jain religion, 
how ever, these conditions apply with less force Their 
life is simpler and the imagination is unheated by the 
constant thought of loving ecstasy The Jam sadhvti, 
a class of nuns recruited both from the unmarried 
and the widowed, bear a character that is far above 
reproach With shaven heads and in yellow garments, 
a little square of doth usually tied upon their Ups to 
save them from inhaling the smallest insect, they 
wander through the country, begging and singing 
hymns, nowhere to remain abov e four days, leading a 
life of austerity for the glory of the spirit They are 
irreproachable like Sisters of Mercy, and like Sisters 
of Mercy they can move safely among the roughest 
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worst offshoot of their orthodoxy is the practice of 
infant marriage, and there are few sections of the 
community in which young girls are so often married 
to old men, the parents profiting by the bride price 
As the remarriage of widows is forbidden, it follows 
necessarily that in the Bhatia caste there is a number, 
quite excessive, of young widows, m the first bloom of 
fresh, maturity, often left with great fortunes For 
tunateJy for society, these widows, so numerous aTe 
they and the conditions of their marriage so manifestly 
unfair, have been able collectively to repudiate the 
hardships that enmesh the orthodox Brahman who has 
lost her husband Among the Bhatias, there are few 
shaven heads 1 Neat and well dressed, with pleasing 
face and figure, perhaps too consciously demure, they 
striie an attractive note m the complex harmonies 
of modern India The sjstem by which they are 
marned is hardly ele* ating and is opposed not only to 
the ideals but also to the commandments of the sacred 
texts , but a commercial class cannot get away from 
its own limitations It is at least a great deal gained 
that it should be alleviated by a sensible appreciation 
of life and joy and by a degree of freedom which, 
though not of the highest and inmost land is more 
humanizing and liberal than the negatives of material 
self denial Self control, control, that is of and by 
the inner self in harmony with ultimate nature, is no 
doubt the concomitant of the highest liberty, but 
any liberty, even, any licence, is better than the denial 
of the actual living self „ I 
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crowds, protected by the respect of all Something of 
their simple and humble piety has penetrated to all ranks 
among the Jains , and the ladies of the Jain millionaires 
of Ahmedabad, owners of large cotton factories and 
masters of men and money , Use their 'ample Uses in 
the midst of riches with purity and quiet modesty 
Amongst the richest of the merchant class arc the 
Bbatias, svho gam rather by daring speculation than 
by niggardly effort On the race-course, as m the 
exchange and cotton market, they are conspicuous 
figures, with a certain pleasing bonhomie and easy good- 
fellowship The Bhaua women play a part in the 
social life of modern India that is hardly less con- 
spicuous Orthodox in the extreme, they are strict 
followers not of the ascetic but of the more human 
sect They are able, therefore, to be strict in 
obser\ ance and orthodox in belief without abdicating 
the rights and enjoyments of humanity They attend 
diUgeatly to religious services and in the early hours 
of the morning the ways that lead to the Krishna 
temple are thronged with their carnages To the 
High pnests, in whom they see the divinity incarnate, 
they give an adoration that is almost boundless But, 
■with all this, they claim from life the fulfilment of 
their humanity and their womanhood. Moreover, 
they demand something of excitement and palpitant 
emotion A few there are who, like their men folk, 
gamble, and there is none who will deny herself the 
excitement of jewelry and fine clothes, diaphanous 
fabrics half disclosing the limbs they cover The 
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worst offshoot, of their orthodoxy is the practice of 
infant marriage, and there are few sections of the 
community in which joung girls are so often married 
to old men, tho parents profiting by the bride price 
As the remarriage of widows is forbidden, it follows 
necessarily that in. the Bhatia caste there is a number, 
quite excessive, of young widows, in the first bloom of 
fresh maturity, often left with great fortunes For- 
tunately for society, these widows, so numerous arc 
they and the conditions of their marriage so manifestly 
unfair, have been able collectively to repudiate the 
hardships that enmesh the orthodox Brahman who has 
lost her husband Among the Bhatias, there are few 
shaven heads 1 Neat and well dressed, with pleasing 
'face and figure, perhaps too consciously demure, they 
str.de an attractive note in the complex harmonies 
of modern India The system by which they arc 
married is hardly elevating and is opposed not only to 
the ideals but also to the commandments of the sacred 
texts , but a commercial class cannot get away from 
its own limitations It is at least a great deal gamed 
that it should be alleviated by a sensible appreciation 
of life and joy and by a degree of freedom which, 
though not of the highest and inmost bnd is more 
humanizing and liberal than the negatives of material 
self denial Self control, control, that is, of and by 
the inner self in harmony with ultimate nature, is no 
doubt the concomitant of the highest liberty, but. 
any liberty, even any licence, is better than the denial 
of the actual living self 
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In the rich province of Gujarit, the home of so 
Urge a proportion of the' merchants of Jndia 4 there is 
a festival which embodies in its oheri ance roach of 
the inner feeling of the Indian woman. During the 
rains, for one waring moon, the-riays are sacred to 
that Goddess, who represents the all-pervading energy 
of nature, the spouse of Shiva,, the Great God, the 
ultimate Destroyer. Daring thee days the maidens 
of middle-class Gujarat worship the Goddess with an 
eye fixed upon the attainment of the perfect husband. . 
The little girls go in groups and bathe and pray, -and 
they male the vow that is the: Vow of life. They 
may be as young as six or seven or eight, but year after 
year they renew the vow till they are .married. 
Throughout the day they have to sit in a darlened 
room, reflecting upon the Goddess and upon the 
supreme boon of a good husband, but at times resting 
their minds by nursery tales or songs or innocent 
games with cards and dice. Tien every morning 
they bathe again in the pond or over, where, rival 
groups of girls mate jotes upon each other and. laugh 
and play. The many songs are the most touching 
pan of the whole festival. And these «ongs represent 
a mamage of free choice, in which the girl chooses a 
husband from her suitors. How different from the 
present practice ! Year after year, till they are 
mamed, they sing these songs. And who shall say 
how far this dream of choice may remain to mould 
then actions, even after the forced marriage that 
awaits them ? The need of mamage at least, its 
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supreme value to a woman’s life, that is always before 
their cj es from early childhood , and marriage is hound 
up with religion, with the personal gifts of the divine 
and happy wife of the Greatest God But in the very 
songs, sanctioned bj die goddess, the cry is always 
for the chosen mate, the giver of love and happiness 
Little wonder if at times the grown girl, now become 
conscious, learns to know the difference between the 
husband selected under social conventions by her 
parents for his worldly circumstance and the mao 
who, unsuitable perhaps in wealth or temperament, 
is )et nature-chosen to be the mate of her desires and 
the beloved of her heart For the parents’ choice is 
not always wise, and among sinful mankind there are 
not a few who will sacrifice a daughter’s welfare to 
their own profit 

Of tic Mussulman middle doses, the most con- 
spicuous arc the Bohras and the Khojas Both belong 
to different branches of the Shiah sect, that sect which 
is to Islam what the Catholic Church is to Christianity 
Both also are the descendants of Hindu communities 
which were converted in fairly recent times to the 
faith of salvation Among the Khojas, especially, 
many Hindu customs have survived, and their law of 
succession m particular is not the law of the Qor’an 
but the survival of Hindu tribal custom At this 
moment, perhaps, theirs is the most interesting of 
these communities, both because by their practical 
talents they have obtained a place of political leading 
among Indian Mussulmans and because they are — 




Indian Women 


with the exception of a small reforming branch — the 
religious follow ers of H H« the Agha Khan, a pnnee 
so r.oblj known bj his loyal efforts in the War 
The Khojas, “ honourable gentlemen ’ as the name 
means, come m the main from Gujarit and Bombay 
But thej arc scattered now through all the bigger trade 
centres of India — Calcutta, Nagpur, Sind and the 
Pun jib They base not, hosscscr, confined their 
enterprise to the Indian Empire, but hasc made 
settlements m the East wherever the British flag gives 
its subjects protection. They has e cros ed the 
mountain passes to Hanza and Dardistan, the} hasc 
sailed to Zanzibar and the Persian Gulf, the} hase 
penetrated into Arabia they maintain business con 
neevoas with Singapore China and Japan, and eiea 
with England, America and Australia Man} of the 
great commercial interests of India arc m their hands, 
and m business they bear an excellent reputation for 
integrity and punctualit} Their representatives hase 
an important place in the Legislative Councils of 
Bombay and of the Government of India. In social 
life, they arc something of epicures, and their clubs 
axe not only hospitable but are svcll managed and 
furnished The best of food and the best of svmc 
sviU always be found at any entertainment given by 
these generous and liberal merchants The} enjoy 
literature and still more ramie and dancing , and they 
are among the most tasteful supporters of those arts. 
Many among them hare now forsaken commerce for 
the liberal professions 
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The Khoja woman is hidden in seclusion behind the 
purdah The few that are to be seen are as a rule 
somewhat below the middle height and are of a grace- 
ful, but not altogether healthy, slightness They are 
well educated and are good housekeepers, known for 
their neatness and management As Mussulmans 
they are of course married under 3 system of free 
contract, but unfortunately for them Hindu tradition 
has teen too strong, and they suffer in practice from 
many of the disabilities of their Hindu sisters Re 
marriage after widowhood 1$ in practice almost un- 
known , and divorce is so discountenanced that its 
relief is seldom sought On the other hand, the 
ascetic idea is at least absent, and a wife expects and 
a husband is prepared to give constant attention and 
all possible comfort They have a force of character 
which merits this attention , and their features, with 
arched head and broad forehead, strong chin, and 
large lustrous eyes, are the index of their character 
Of other trading classes of Mussulmans, the Memans, 
also converts from Hindu castes in Sind, Kathiawid 
and Cutch, deserve notice, if only for their chanty 
and piety AU Memans women as well as men, hope 
to perform the pilgrimage to Mecca and habitually 
visit the Chisti Shnne at Ajmer And for their large 
secret chanties the women, no less than the men, have 
a well deserved reputation 
Among the large body of middle-class Mussulmans 
of the usual Sunni sects, those who claim to be de- 
scended from foreign invaders and who are at least not 
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directly traceable to am special wholesale convert on, 
the position of women is on the whole satisfactory 
agreeable Every famfly has its poor relations ard 
dependants so that, even when she is childless, tbe 
mistress of tlic house u «ddom lonely The morning 
*hc spends at her toilet and in seeing to the day's 
marketings and looting to the kitchen At meals all 
the family, men and women able, meet and eat 
together Sometimes, even, a much favoured fnend of 
the husband s, a trusted and intimate fnend, may be 
introduced to the inner, unveiled circle. After the 
midday meal, a rest , then sewing and talking , then 
games of backgammon and chess make the afternoon 
pass. The evening dinner then needs looking to, and 
after dinner it u common to hear o* read tales and 
romances or religious books Children may also take 
up much of the womans time, and among Mussul- 
mans as a rule the wife map count upon a loving, 
almost a passionate, husband, except in the unhappy 
ca«es where differences of temperament produce a real 
antipath) In that case she can always try to force a 
divorce from his hands, though the practice vanes 
with the social circle That the pressure of Indian 
influences has forced upon them child marriage, 
followed only too often by premature consummation , 
that the intentions of the Prophet m regard to divorce 
and widowhood hav e often been neglected , and that 
the rule of v efling has been interpreted with a super 
stitious irratio nal ism, quite opposed to the teachings 
of the law, arc disabilities under which the Mussulman 
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woman of the middle classes still has in part to suffer 
But she is at least oppressed by no tradition of renuncia- 
tion or asceticism, and she has, in fas our of her fulfilment 
and just cherishing, text after text in the sacred Book 
The recent tendency to a purer Islamic practice, hand 
in hand with the growth of rationalism, offer her 
hope of early liberation from extraneous bonds and of 
development as a free human agent The women of 
Islam has e as guide rules of law, sanctioned by revela- 
tion, which if practised are more rational and more 
insistent on justice and human freedom than any 
other precepts ever codified into statutes It is to be 
hoped that the recent advance and rationalistic move- 
ment in Islamic countries will secure the happiness 
that should follow intelligent practice of a humane 
code The devastation caused by Mongol invasions 
and ravages and the subtle perversions induced by an 
alien atmosphere have to he repaired and eradicated , 
but there is no intrinsic reason why the social system 
of Islam should not again reach and surpass the high 
level it commanded m the days of A1 Ma’raun 

In a review of the middle classes of India, it would 
be impossible to'omit the nch and influential sect of 
Parsis Descendants of the ancient inhabitants of 
Persia, expelled after the Mussulman conquest, followers 
of Zoroaster and worshippers of fire, they reached the 
west coast of India after many perils, to be finally pro- 
tected by a Hindu Rina or pnnee Small m numbers, 
for many centuries they lived in the main by agricul- 
ture, though there were a few among them who 
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achieved a name in arms With the coming of the 
British they dunged their pursuits and their *ocial 
habits Commerce had heretofore been smell} pro- 
tected by die exclusive guilds of the Hindu merchants 
Its doors were now thrown open Moreover, the 
British official required bodj servants, if possible of 
good dass The Hindu was preduded from accepting 
such an occupation by caste rules of punt} and caste 
prohibitions The Zoroastnan religion left the Parsi 
free from such scruples Many members of the com- 
mumt), b> commerce direct and b) the assistance that 
gratitude was ready to bestow, were soon able to in* 
sinuate themselves into positions which the} main- 
tained b> their adaptability and their commercial 
mtegnty In shipbuilding they excelled, and both 
in this and in the kindred trade of ‘hip-broking they 
accumulated many fortunes The liquor trade was 
theirtnonopbl) , and, aided by the privilege of exclusive 
distilling and a monopoly of sale, it was remunerative 
to an undreamt degree By the end of the eighteenth 
century, an old traveller notes, practically the whole of 
Malabar Hill, the most fashionable and* - only really 
enjoyable portion of Bombay had ahead} passed into 
the ownership of nch Parsis Throughout the nine- 
teenth century their wealth and their importance grew 
One of the most striking qualities of the Parsi com- 
munity is its aptitude for mutation With the advent 
of British rule, this facility stood them in good stead 
It was not long before English education became 
general and almost universal among them, while b} 
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their prompt acquisition of the min or conventions o 
manners, they easily opened the doors of Europeat 
society In consequence it was not long before thej 
attained a position of social importance, based upo: 
solid grounds of wealth and education The Pars 
woman was not left behind in the advance of her caste 
Many women studied diligently and even passed th< 
examinations of the Um\ cnity In general thej 
demanded a liberty such as they read of in English 
nos els, and fancied they could see among their English 
fnends They refused to marry except at their own 
choice For the dull details of household management 
they expressed contempt and considered their duties 
done when they looled to the furnishing and decora 
tion of their houses In dress, the Parsi woman has 
contrn cd no less to modify her own costume originally 
a slightly altered form of the Hindu woman’s, in 
imitation of European fashion She still retains the 
mantle or sari , but it is hemmed with a border 1m 
ported from London or Pans An outer lace shirt is 
dtaped like a blouse under the mantle The trousers, 
which she has to wear under her skirt by customary 
prescription, are so curtailed as to be invisible, and 
the feet are thrust into silk stockings and Louis Quinze 
shoe* Her jewelry is of European pattern usually 
second rate, and she despises the beautiful antique 
designs of the Indian goldsmith as “ old fashioned ” 
The Parsi woman has in the past been greeted by 
an amount of praise from European writers which, 
though intelligible, is yet almost extravagant It was 
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natural to be pleased at so conscious an imitation, 
especially in a generation when most Europeans had 
no doubt, of the superiority of their own civilization 
and were prone to judge the merits of other races, 
like missionaries, by their aptitude for assimilating its 
products They could, after all, always clinch the 
argument by pointing irrefutably to the triumphs of 
the Albert Memorial and the Crystal Palace, In a 
country where few women, of the better classes appear 
m public and beauty is seldom displayed, the spectacle 
of many gaily dressed ladies, with graceful drapery, 
promenading along an Indian street with the freedom 
of a popular sea side resort at home, gate almost as 
much pleasure and pnde to the gratified Englishman 
as it did to the girls’ own parents. It has required 
closer inspection and broader judgment of East and West 
to notice the ccads that stretch, no doubt inevitably, 
across the charming picture New liberties, imitation 
not always too wisely conceived, above all sudden com- 
mercial prosperity — these have had their advantages 
But they also have their countervailing losses 
At the bottom of such disadvantages as appear is 
no doubt the broad fact that the community as a 
whole consists of business men There are of course 
individuals who have adopted the learned professions 
and are solicitors doctors, barristers, and judges But 
even they hie in a society and probably m a family 
circle which is wholly commercial , and ei en their 
Successes are estimated by the money they bring in 
In many wap Parsi society is liie the Jewish society 
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that is to be found in the larger cities of Europe 
But the Jews as a community are devoted to the arts 
and have a ripe sense of emotional and spiritual values 
They respect learning and artistic expression Even 
those — the greater number — among them who are 
engaged in business frankly enough recognize their 
inferiority to thinkers and artists Again the Jews 
have always had a tradition of aristocracy among 
themselves, and m recent years have sought every 
opportunity of mingling with the nobilities of the 
countries to which they belong The best among 
them have, therefore, raised themselves by art and 
letters and by an aristocratic code far above the narrow 
vices of a commercial middle class, and it is only the 
lower strata who continue to display the typical defects 
of “ business life ” But the Parsis have unfortunately 
so far missed these mitigations They have not, and, 
within the memory of history, they have never had, 
the tradition of an aristocracy They are separated 
from the indigenous nobility, not only by religion, but 
by interest and custom, and the difference has been 
deepened by their partiality for an Anglicized mode 
of life Though a few among them have done good 
wort, they have no real, liking for learning and art. 
Hence there is hardly a community in the world, 
except perhaps in the United States of America, which 
bases its standards so largely upon wealth Men are 
esteemed mainly by what they have managed to 
acquire, precedence is allowed according to size of 
income, the business man takes rank over the pro 
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fcssional, and a memorandum of then richest men 
u inscribed on each Pam's heart, as on tablets of brass 
These arc defects which are not unnatural when a 
small and isolated commurntj find* itself confined to 
commerce and is from us historj devoid of higher 
interests The) are defects which do not alter the 
fact that not a few among the Pams, cspccull) those 
who have for generations repo<cd upon inherited 
wealth and have taken ta the learned professions, are 
charming men and women and true and worthy 
friends. /Wong those who hav e such a position — who 
do not aspire to dazzle fashion in the wealthiest circles 
and do not require to increase their incomes b) further 
trading— the women are attractive by their education 
and their rational freedom The) preserve a place of 
dignity and reserve, while quietly taking from life the 
benefits it offers to a liberal mind The) mij even rise 
above the touchy vanity which « all too common 
It must, however, be admitted that Parsi woman- 
hood has suffered harm from the excessive imitation 
of English habits — or what are taken to be such 7 * * 
From the nature of the case, because of their own' 
inclinations and environment, the English life they 
have sought to imitate has inevitably been that of the — 
middle classes And the effect has been heightened 
by the enormous consumption of English novels- among 
Parsi women Owing partly to national character and 
parti) to the demoralizing secret - censorship which 
broods over the publishing world, nearly all English 
novels have to be “ pretty pretty” falsehoods, dis-' 
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toned awa> from the facts of life and the truths of 
nature The consequence has been to produce a 
dangerous mental confusion in which, spirituality and 
idealism arc suppressed and replaced by a fruitless 
sentimentality Reality on the other hand is known 
and presented only in the shape of hard cash The 
harm done by such popular writings is not so apparent 
m England, where they arc part of the normal tissue 
wastage of the nation In a foreign and not immune 
constitution, the) produce rapid inflammation One 
finds therefore among Parsi women, as one does among 
the women of the United States, a mentality in which 
impracticable and till) sentimentalism is mixed up 
inextricably with a thirst for the solid advantages of 
weal til They sigh for courtslups of the Lind depicted 
in their favourite ‘literature * with scores of “ dears ” 
and “darlings” scribbled oicr scented letters, with 
mooncalf glances and clammy squeezings of hands, 
the) and the heroes of their fancy get photographed 
together hie any German brant and brautxgam , they 
^ijter marriage with a blind eje turned to the hard, 
realities of human nature, to discipline for instance 
and dutj , but with the expectation of finding a husband 
on his knees to pamper every wish and petulance Yet 
at the same time, the Farsi, like the American, girl 
will not let herself slide into these sentimentalities till 
she is assured of her admirer s income and position 
Both restraints— -tliat which keeps her from love till 
she knows Jiow tnoacj stands, and that which keeps 
her during her courtship within the bounds of technical 
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chastity — come easy enough as she is, with a few 
honourable exceptions, free from passion She would 
never gw e herself to the wild love of Romeo and Jtdiet 
or the abandoned ecstasy of Tristan and Isolde 
Hermann and Dorothea, or a drawing room ballad, 
would appeal more readily to her sympathies That 
in England there is also another type of womanhood, 
truer and greater, she does not know — how could she ? 
That there are girls of a fine candour and simplicity 
who are taught in childhood to obey and to hat e quiet, 
effacing manners, who respect a father whom they 'ee 
controlling a large estate, honoured m Parliament, 
perhaps governing a great dependency, who are bred 
in a society of equals in which true and natural superi- 
orities a’lone, whether oi age or seniority, oi sntcea 
in the hunting field or in the council, are admitted 
and publicly recognized, that such girls bring to their 
husbands with their lose, respect, and the heritage of 
discipline, that as wives, while expecting to find fulfil- 
ment and the realization, of their hopes, they are ready 
to subserve the higher and enduring interests of a farmlj, 
of such facts and such nobilities of life — worthy indeed 
of imitation if such there must be — there can be little 
knowledge Vital facts are not always plain upon the 
surface, and in England no class is so quiet and un- 
obtrusive as the one which really counts 
The prevalence of a money standard in their lives 
has introduced among the Parsis the~gr£at evil of 
excessive dowries Generally speaking, it may almost 
be said, no Pam j oung man will marry a bnde unless 
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her parents come down with a large settlement, and 
scandalous stones are sometimes told of the means 
employed to extort larger sums from the father The 
girl whose family is poor — be she as beautiful as Shinn 
and virtuous as an angel — stands in every danger of 
being left a spinster Day by day the probabilities 
against raarnage grow heavier, and the number of un 
married Parsi women of mature age goes on increasing 
Alone of all the peoples of India among them the 
reproachful name of “ old maid ” can be used The 
numbers of unmarried women are already so great 
that this has become a serious danger to the com 
mumty, as for that matter it is among the upper middle 
classes of Great Bntain “ Old maid ism ” must have 
its consequences hysteria and other illness is on the 
increase , and the suffragette may soon become as actual 
a terror and a retribution to the Parsis as she has been 
in England If this should ever happen, then climate 
and the surrounding environment are likely to make the 
pathology of the situation even more critical in India 
The marriage law which governs the Parsis is very 
much the same as that which exists in England 
Marriages are strictly monogamous and divorce can 
be given only by the decree of a public Court of Law 
on grounds nearly the same as those admitted in the 
English Courts In practice early mamage has ceased 
ta exist, and indeed marriages as m England, are as 
a rule contracted at far too late an age The same 
causes which lead so often to women remaining un 
married, have also raised the average of age 
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Para life presents, therefore, the picture of a society 
m which woman have many seeming and some actual 
advantages, but in which, on the other hand, they are 
more and more rapidly plunging into unforeseen hut 
very real evils The) have great liberty, a liberty 
greater, or at least less restrained, than is enjoyed by 
the women of the better classes m England or in 
France They can have education and the pleasures 
of a liberal mind In accepting a husband the) are 
Ostensibly allowed full freedom of choice, though in 
practice they are of course limited by the usual con- 
siderations b) the importance attached to wealth, 
and, especiall) , by the great difficulty of ecunog any 
husband at alL They have the advantage of being 
trained to mu without shyness m all societies Bur, 
even apart from a certain «elf assertiveness which at 
nmes distresses their best admirer' the) have to suffer 
from the growing probability of a life long <pinster- 
hood Only too many will have to face the final 
ruL fortune of a wasted and infructuous life 
The community is distinguished b) its loyalt) and 
its generosity , and Pam women, as well as men, play 
their part m that lavish distribution of chanty for 
which their race has become famous It could behoped 
that, without foregoing what the) hav e gained in educa 
Won and position they should also preserv e fresh the 
emotional values of sweet and duciplmed womanhood 
and be able to secure those timely and assured conjugal 
relations which must be its fulfilment and best reward 
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“ Sweetly the Jn. a 11 beaten aai 
Sweetly tie gttl case* to tin* wuer : 

Sweet is lie ochre oa tie fireteaJ * 

Sweet it Her bodice of ulk : 

Sweet ti ice charming footitcp. 

Ohi ! tie caict bilel Ij the gri : 

Sweet u the g-ji with her .atifit chill. 

Lo, her dresi u net and dicgiag from the water 
And she ii adorned with taacls of jewel* . 

Oa her handi ue bracelets 

And ter feet are ennehed with aallrii.” 

Rx-*g Sag fj tt* Tutor K£i- 

“A painter else oter the mooaujtti rod ut down u n de r * terea 
timinnd tree 

Then he got hua three s.oae* rad plated a pot opon theta. 

He west to the midst of the town to aak alms rad played hu p pc 
u be neat. 

The sound of hi* pipe reached the ear of Ridha. 

She ria towards her fabler and towardi her mother : 

* You arc tny father sod ray mother : l ia going off with this 

palacr for taj mao.' 

* Do not go, my dearest daughter, I will gitc yoa all you want. 
Com and baffJoe* m3 I give ««d lor jror lemce lozx hand- 
maidens/ 

* WUt should 1 do with your coirs and bafiloti 1 
What should I do with your font maid sextants } 

For inch a m*a hare I prayed to God for full twelre years.* ” 
ilemege Ss*g tj tit thief KtSi. 
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Chapter VI 

THE WORKING AND ABORIGINAL CLASSES 

Is it was difficult an an) way to summarize the varying 
conditions of the middle classes and to present with 
anything ldc unity some picture of their women to 
attempt the same for the lower classes is to face 
difficulties that are m fact insuperable The middle 
classes, as in all countries, are much conventionalized, 
and are always busied with a conscious effort to live 
up to an, ideal that may be misapprehended or in 
complete, but is still m the main intelligible The 
differences that exist are either geographical or sectarian 
—differences due to tradition and development m 
differing environment, in varying faiths, for instaace > 
and doemnes The lower classes, especially the 
aboriginal tribes, still stand so narrowly on the cir- 
cumference of the Hindu system that, with a literal 
eccentricity , they evade the attraction of conventional 
rule and regulation They are governed by customs, 
often of immemorial antiquity, which may be outside 
the orbit of Hindu precept, and by superstitious fears 
vyhich. lead to sudden and capricious divagations The 
main criterion of their status and the chief factor of 
divergence m their lives is the degree to wluch they 
havc accepted Hindu Law or, to put it more exactly, 
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the Brahman customs recorded in Sanscrit scriptures 
and stereotyped in the decisions of the Law Courts. 

Broadly speaking, throughout India proper, the 
lower cla'ses that stand within the Hindu system are 
the offspring of mired Scythian and Dravidian parent- 
age. But neither term can be taken too strictly. In 
Scythian may.be included not only the hordes of 
White Huns, Gujjars, and Kuthins, but even some 
remote trace of earlier conquerors of Aryan race: 
Dravidian is little more than a collecth c name far the 
dart peoples who, before the dawn of history, were in 
possession of the Indian continent. From the two 
races in mixed and varying proportion are sprung the 
artisans and respectable cultivators of India, probably 
even the untouchable and degraded castes that cluster 
in dirty* hovels on the outskirts of every village. In 
the fax south they are almost, if not quite, Dravidian ; 
in the north-west, where' the five rivers' flow, they are 
nearly pure Scythian. Between the two extremes are 
a multitude of shades and a multitude of customs. 
Even, the Mussulman lower classes are in the main 
descended from the same constituents. Converts to 
Islam though they are and legally free to marry as 
they please among believers, they hate usually re- 
stricted themselves to their fellows and hat e continued, 
the line unbroken as it ran in the days of. idolatry'.’ 
The pretty- dyer girl whose bright clothes and open, 
smiling face is so much a feature of AhmedabadJ 
for instance, is by descent no different from her 
Hindu sisters. Where she has altered, where her gait 
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is more free and her glance more bold and frank, tin 
change is due to that influence of belief upon physique 
to which far too little attention has so far been paic 
by the professors of anthropology. This influence ol 
mind upon body can be seen in Europe where the 
Jews, descendants of so many peoples and, at least as 
far as Eastern Europe is concerned, mainly Ugro- 
Turhsh by race, have yet by an unanimous and con- 
stant habit of thought largely acquired the marked 
cast of features which is called “ Semitic ” In India 
the Mussulman population is a living instance of the 
same modification of the physical by the mental 
The change has been too much ignored by a science 
which, from its mathematical prepossessions, thinks only 
in things that can be weighed or counted and neglects 
forces which must be measured by a subtler calculus 
The Mussulman weaver women, again, bear sons 
who are known for their turbulence and who strike 
home in every sectarian not Yet the Hindu weavers 
of the same fan are quiet and even timid The hand- 
some Sunni Bohora women of Broach and Cambay, 
converted descendants of the prevailing caste of Hindu 
cultivators in the province, are famous not only for 
their looks — and striking is then bold beauty — but also 
for their virile energy and resolution 

In the Hindu artisan and cultivating classes, the 
status of women is most affected by the social position 
accorded to the caste as a whole The higher the 
importance of the caste and the more it acquires 
wealth and consideration, the more quickly it accepts 
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child marriage and — what is socially even more im- 
portant — the prohibition of widow remarriage. These 
ra India are the tests of fashion , and each caste, 
or even any single section of a caste, as it finds its 
position improving, confirms and establishes it by the 
fresh burden that it throws upon its womankind For 
the enhanced consideration gained bj wealth, and the 
ceremonial punty which can be bought by wealth, the 
women pay Life-long widowhood is the pnee extorted 
from the individual for the social presage of the class 
In the last thirty years a remarkable and quite the 
most important feature of Indian history has been the 
rapid growth and extern on of Hinduism Yet, so 
easy and natural has it been, it has passed almost un 
noticed There are many m Europe who b eh eve that 
Indian caste* are fixed, immanent, and immutable. 
And this belief is upheld with conviction by almost 
every Indian 'tet nothing could be more erroneous 
The concept of caste is no doubt ancient and of a 
strength so confirmed that it can almost with pro- 
priety' be called permanent. Yet the actual castes — 
the things that are — are fluid m the extreme and are 
m constant movement, while the boundaries of the 
systetU have recently had vast extensions. The e^se 
of communication given by railwap has brought the 
central Brahman influences home to every hamlet in 
the continent, till whole tnbes that were formerly 
hostile have been persuaded to adopt the name and 
many of the customs of the Hindu At the same time 
new thoughts of Indian nationality and solidarity, 
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violence the old sanctions and the old beliefs, side by 
side in the great mass of the people the prejudice daily 
grows and millions now forbid remarriage who thirty 
years ago would never have dreamt of die restriction. 

But as a whole the properly Hinduized lower castes 
hav e no great interest to the obsen er. The conduct 
of the women is a^ dose as possible an imitation of 
the better dais, deflected as in all countries by poverty 
and labour and by the inevitable roughness and coarser 
understanding of their dass. To trace in detail the 
full recent growth and development of such a caste 
might have its interest, but would transgress the 
purpose and limits of this book. Of especial interest, 
should anj one attempt it, would be the dev elopment 
of the dairyman and milkmaid class in India. Divided 
into many septs, and in some instances differing now 
in race, they are descended from the Scythian tribes of 
Guj jar and Abir. It would be interesting to trace them 
from the uplands of Kashmir, where they still roam, 
through the Gangeric plain to Kitbiawid, where among 
many pretty w omen their women — Chiran and RabSri 
— are perhaps the most beautiful, and where their men 
are genealogists and bards, and stand surety for the treaty 
bonds of kings. Ev en in appearance, and greatly still in 
custom, they have much of the high mountain air of the 
great plateaux on the roof of Asia, where once they wan- 
dered with their sheep over dry, wind-swept uplands. 

More homogenous and far more thoroughly imbued 
in the Hindu tint are the striking fisher or Sdn Koli 
caste of the western coasts. Hie collective name of 
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now little trace in the customs o£ the fisher tribe* who 
Inc upon the shore that stretches fron north of 
Bombay City down towards the Malabar coast. In 
the past a certain fondness for piracy was perhaps a 
solitary sign of a probable connection From their 
appearance, however, it is clear that they arc the 
descendants of a people as widely distinguished on the 
one hand from the darker farming and labouring 
castes who form the major part of the population, 
as on the other they are from the grey-eyed and 
pallid Brahmans of the coast who arc us spiritual 
aristocracy Distinguished physically from the oilier 
inhabitants by their light brown complexion, the 
round curves of their faces, and their smiling expres- 
sions, they are equally distinguished by their occupa- 
tion, their separate dialect, and their aristocratic 
constitution It is also dear that from the date of their 
settlement on the coast line, they' have kept them 
selves unusually uaadected either by the amours or 
by the moral and mental ideals of the surrounding 
population History is not plain in the matter of 
their arrival on the coast, but a probable inference 
from tradition is that most of the present day h.oh* 
are descended from immigrants who came down from 
the hills some four hundred years ago It was only 
about rw o centuries ago, under the rule of the Peshwas, 
that they entered the fold of Hinduism, 3nd they 
themselves say that they were first taught to know the 
Gods at that tune by one Kilu Bhagat, an ascetic who 
had Kimsclf been of their tnbe. 
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They are peaceful enough now, but they are std 
bold sailors, and it is their fishing-boats which brinj 
the daily catch to the Bombay market The met 
are handsome and well built, with curious scarle- 
caps, like an ascetic’s, which are the distinctive umforn 
of their class But, as would seem in all countries tc 
be the case with fisher folk, where the man toils or 
the sea and on shore rests and smokes in idleness, in 
the daily round of life it is the woman who count! 
most At home she is mistress, and she takes the 
earnings of her man and gives him what he needs for 
his drink and smoke She carries the fish to market 
and drives her bargain with keen shrewdness She 
does not lose as a saleswoman by the attraction of her 
smiling lips, showing her sound white teeth, and of 
her trim, tight figure The dress is striking The 
skimpy mantle or son is slung tight between the legs 
and over the upper thigh, so that every movement 
of limb and curve of figure shows in bold lines, as 
the fisherwoman carries her basket on her head to the 
crowded market The freedom and strength that 
they draw from the ocean is preserved by a customary 
law which allows women a reasonable liberty In 
many ways the Kok fishwife is as fine and independent 
as her sister of Newhaven in Scotland Like her, she 
has her share of her husband’s drink when there are 
guests m the house or the sorrow of the swirling, 
driving rain is forgotten in a cheering glass On their 
right hand these women wear a silvern bracelet of 
peculiar and heavy shape such as is worn by no other 
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now little trace in the cuitoms ol the fisher tribes who 
live upon the shore that stretches from north ol 
Bombay City down towards the Malabar coast. In 
the past a certain fondness {or piracy was perhaps a 
solitary sign of a probable connection From their 
appearance, howeser, it is dear that they are the 
descendants of a people as widely distinguished on the 
one hand from the darker farming and labouring 
castes who form the major part of the population, 
as on the Other they arc from the grey-eyed and 
palhd Brahmans of the coast who arc its spiritual 
aristocracy Distinguished physically from the other 
inhabitants by their light brown complexion, the 
round curves of their faces, and their smiling expres- 
sions, they are equally distinguished by their occupa- 
tion, their separate dialect, and thar aristocratic 
constitution It is also clear that from the date of their 
settlement on the coast line, they have lept them- 
selves unusually unaffected either by the amours or 
by the moral and mental ideals of the surrounding 
population History is not plain in the matter of 
their arrival on the coast, but a probable inference 
from tradition is that most of the present day Kalis 
are descended fTom immigrants who came down from 
the hills some {our hundred yean ago It was only 
about two centuries ago, under the rule of the Peshwas, 
that they entered the fold of Hinduism, and they 
themselves say that they were first taught to know the 
Gods at that time by one Kiln Bhagat, an ascetic who 
had himself been of their tribe. 
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caste No other bangle or bracelet, ornament or jewel 
is worn on that hand , and the absence of such adorn 
meats is for them a sign of the coi cnant under which 
God protects his fishers from the penis of the deep 
Among the fisher folk marriages arc seldom con- 
tracted nil after puberty and the bridegroom is usually 
required to hate attained at least twenty jears For 
they hold that a youngster below that age cannot 
work as he should at oar and sad, if he hate a wife to 
cherish The wife is usually consulted by her parents 
and asked whether she is willing to accept her suitor 
Widows arc of course allowed to marry again, and a 
full divorce is granted to a husband only if hij wife 
be taken in adultcty In other eases, only orders of 
what can be called “ judicial separation ” are passed — 
with the same natural results that m England follow 
upon such decrees Among the manj castes of India, 
there is usually a constitution which can fairly be 
called democratic , disputes arc decided and ease law 
made bj an elected tribunal The fisher folk have 
other wap The final decision in their caste rests 
with an hereditary headman aided, but not bound, 
by assessors He gives decrees of divorce, in which 
the claims of the wife are treated with more justice 
than would be got from an elected and therefore 
hide-bound tribunal In all eases of desertion, mis 
use, cruelty and neglect, whether accidental or in- 
tended, the wife can get a speedy separation by the 
order of the headman On him again rests the duty 
of providing for all orphan girls and finding them good 
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husbands Further, the headman, sitting by himself 
“in chambers,” has the right of protecting women 
who become mothers without being wives, of fining 
their paramours, and of finding them husbands to 
cover their disgrace There are signs, unhappily, of 
the power passing — to be replaced by the usual 
elected body and rules denied more strictly from 
Brahman custom But in the meantime women fare 
well, and their own bright faces, their healthy children, 
and their contented husbands all testify to the value 
of a practice as sane as it 1 $ unusual Happiness readily 
expresses itself m song, and the song3 of the fisher folk 
are stirring and tuneful They sing them in a dialect 
of their own, apart from the written language , and on 
their festivals it is inspiriting to hear the choruses of men 
and women joyfully chanting these songs of the sea 
Of aboriginal tribes pure and simple— creatures 
untamed and almost untouched by the various civifiza 
tions that one after another have shaped humanity m 
the Indian continent — there are many still left in the 
wilder forests and mountains But the latest of the 
great civilizations that have reached India has set in 
action forces which they can no longer elude A law 
that is at once impartial and all embracing and a 
railroad system which, in search of trade, penetrates 
the jungle and tunnels through the rock, have brought 
even their homes within the economy of modem life 
They are being quickly sucked into the vorteij of 
Hinduism, to emerge- half stifled as a menial class 
As at the touch they leave their strangeness and their 
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India — the greatest and the most impressive are the 
Bhil tnbes They tan be traced from the first davm 
of history , and in all the Sanscrit poems, Bhil queens 
hospitable to errant Aryan knights are as needful an 
incident as Bhil archers, liter devils than men, shoot- 
ing their death dealing arro\vs from behind rock and 
bush They held kingdoms and had founded temples, 
reservoirs and towns when first they met the fair 
warriors from the north Then they were driven 
forth and hunted and slain, and their homes were made 
desoUte and they took to the forests as broken men, 
their hand against all others Century after century 
they lay hidden in their lairs, coming forth only to 
rob and raid, cruel and merciless since they themselves 
were dealt with cruelly and without mercy Yet one 
thing they were always, autochthomc, like some 
primeval force in whom, if all could hai e their rights, 
the sod and its title must to the end be vested And 
so it is that to this day they have by a cunous pre 
scnption a symbolic function at the coronation of 
Rajput princes When a ruler first ascends his throne, 
by a Hindu custom, a mark of ochre is printed on his 
brow by a priest as an auspicious omen and a sign of 
fortune But for the Rajput chiefs who rule in the 
country that was once the Ehds’, the marl must be 
made by blood pricked from the finger or toe of a Bhil 
tribesman or his sister Even die first and proudest 
chief in India, the MahirSna of Mewar, does thus 
acknowledge the autochthonous race whom he dis- 
places but who hold the pnor right 
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From Mcwir the Bhil tribes reach west to the 
confines of Gujarit and south to the Dcccan plateau. 
Their status varies as the land they occupy is more 
or less open and cultivated. In the forests they are 
independent and self-sufficient, ruled by their own 
tribal custom, rough perhaps and uncultured, but 
merry, equal one to the other, not unprosperous. 
In the civilized tracts, where economic forces of com- 
petition have frcc-play and Hinduism has prevailed, 
they have sunk to the position of a proletariat, 
supporting themselves on labour such as they can get 
and by theft whenever possible. They lose their 
virtues at the contact and merge on the untouchable 
masses of the lowest Hindu castes, with the same vices 
and the same imitative rules and customs. 

On the hills and in the forests of the Revva Kintha 
States and Mevvir, however, the Bhils are seen at their 
best— sporting, loyal, happy wildmea of the woods. 
They have no villages hie the Hindu plainsmen — 
close-crowded and ill-smelling. Each family has its 
own homestead in the clearing, a hut of logs grass- 
thatched, overgrown by the creeper-gourd with its 
yellow flowers. The men are skilled in the use of 
bow and arrow and love to roam the forests aftergame. 
They follow the tracks by which wild anim.ify move 
at dawn from the valleys, and they know each lair or 
water-hole. The women also know the foreft, where 
they collect grass seeds to be ground to flour, and. 
where they gather the lusdoiu fleshy flower of the 
mhowra tree to cook into cakes or distil into fiery 
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Uquor They Veep large numbers of cattle and erery 
homestead has its own fowls and chickens Two 
enemies only prey upon them, the leopard who seizes 
the grazing calf, and the anopheles mosquito which 
injects into their blood the malana that ages and kills 
them early For the rest while the years are good and 
the seasons Vmdly and the ram comes in good time and 
falls sufficiently, they are happy and free from care But 
when there is scarcity, they die of famine, save for the 
relief brought to their doors by British administration 
Among the hill tnbes, where they still distinguish 
themselves from the Hindus, the Bhil woman has much 
freedom When she has long passed puberty, at 
seventeen say or eighteen, she marries pretty much as 
she pleases They are, in a pale copy of the Rajput 
feudal chivalry, divided into clans and have the religious 
prohibition of marriage within the clan The girl 
must, therefore, choose a husband from another family 
But the clan descents are rather vague and blurred, 
and the prohibition does not in practice hamper their 
choice seriously Outside of this limit, at an y rate, 
they many with their heart Only the intending 
bridegroom must make the girl’s father a customary 
payment of money or of cattle, often stolen in a raid 
from some lowland village If he cannot pay, how ever, 
he has the option of doing seven years’ service in the 
father’s house, as Jacob did for Leah During that 
time he is free ol the girl, though he is not fully married 
till the end, and he lives in the house more as a 
dependent poor relation than a servant Till they are 
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roamed, the girls arc not expected to be too strictly 
virtuous While they are }oung, thar sport with 
neighbours’ bojs is merely smiled at indulgently as 
11 the play of children M E\ en when they hat c 
ripened to real womanhood — “and then Cliloc first 
learnt that what had happened near the forest was but 
the play of shepherds” — they still wear the white 
bodice which shows them to be girls unclaimed by 
any man, and no one loots too closely to their actions. 
When once, how ci er, they hate chosen their husband 
and settled down to marriage, it is rare indeed that 
there be thought of any other man. Rare aboic all 
is it, if there have been ch ildr en of the marriage If, 
however, there should be trouble, divorce is easily 
arranged by a small payment to the husband and the 
wife is free to many another man A widow of course 
is no less free to marry, and a young woman never 
remains m widowhood Men and women live on \cry 
equal terms, and there is much good humoured 
aSecnon between husband and wife and children 
Not unliLc is it to the life of the Scottish peasant and 
his wife, an easy freedom in y outh leading to a homely 
and loving marriage The money that they earn is 
often kept bv the housewife, who allows her man so 
much per week for drink, the chief diversion of the 
Bhil She also is none too strict and likes her glass 
at a festival But the woman is usually temperate, 
while the man only too often drinks to a wild excess 
The Bhil women deep breasted, broad, their large 
thighs showing bare, look fit to be the mothers of 
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dancing at the spring Saturnalia, the festival of the 
Hob. They light a large bonfire of teak-wood logs, 
throwing into the flames handfuls of grain as an 
offering to the local goddess Then the dance pro- 
ceeds round the blaring fire The men carrj light 
sticks in their hands, which they tap against each other, 
at first slowly and listlessly, as they begin to circle 
slowly round In the centre the drummers stand, 
beating the slans in wild harmony. , Then the 
dance grows wilder and alwaj s wilder, and the dancers 
shout the shrill whoop, not unlike the Highlander’s 
when he dances, a yell which quavers frojn-thc. com- 
pressed throat through quicklj trilli n g bps -As the 
'"time quickens, the sacks arc beaten faster upon each 
other, and the dancers move three steps forward, then 
< a turn, then three steps forward, once again The 
women also dance round and round, and their shrill 
voices begin a song The men follow the words and 
reply, verse to verse, in a ward antiphony When 
the fun becomes louder, the men join hands in a circle 
and the w omen climb up by their clasped hands till on 
each man’s shoulders there stands a woman, her hands 
also joined to her neighbour’s, and the whole circle re 
volv es to the tune of some village song When they arc 
not danang, jests and jibeare bandied freely between the 
younger lads and their girls, and now and agam a loving 
look or touch is rewarded with a ringing bos on the cars 
But, with all their freedom, the Bhil women have 
their pnde and virtue. From their womanhood and 
independence they will not readily derogate, even if 
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the price be heavy And not seldom the stranger, 
some stall fed Hindu from a fatter land, has learnt this 
to his cost There was such a one, a Charge Officer, 
who administered (or was supposed to) a relief camp 
in the Blul country during a famine year Being 
well fed and lazy, pampered and a fool, he thought 
he could hai e his will of the bold, “ unlady-liie ” forest 
women who were forced by famine to seek relief at 
his hands So he cast a lecherous eye on one who was 
young and fair and had a merry laugh And being 
fat and foolish, he put the alternative to her bluntly, 
as such -a. man would, with no nonsense about it If 
she wai not pleased, she could look out for herself 
elsewhere So* she smiled a merry smile and fixed 
an hour whirr he should meet her in the forest But 
when he pit there, he found not her alone whom he 
sought but with her a round dozen of her women 
friends And each one had a good, fresh cut stick 
m her hand Then they explained to him at some 
length, and with free and appropriate gesture, that 
"they knew exactly where to use a stick with most 
effect Their language was distinctly daring, but they 
left him clear about their meaning And that after 
all is the maul thing It took him quite a long tune 
to get home after they had done with him, and crawling 
through the jungle is not pleasant going Even when 
he was dismissed from his employment a couple of 
days later, the impresaon of their arguments was stiff 
acute But there were hopes that in time he would 
begin to understand the character of the Bhil woman 
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Such manners and such characters it would be 
difficult to find elsewhere in India With the general 
Hindu ideal of service, chastity, and cffaccment they 
have no common ground Yet it cannot be doubted 
that here is a life which males for happiness and, in 
its oiivn way, for self realization The Bhiis are wild 
and uncultured, of course, and they hare to suffer 
from the fevers of the forest and from wild animals 
Of luxury they know nothing and their pleasures arc 
primitive and rather coarse But the} arc contented 
The wife loses her man and the husband cherishes 
his wife with a very real fondness and even with 
respect, and they base a cheerful pndc as they watch 
their children play and grow strong and upright. 
They share their hardships and their small joys fairly 
and equally They tend their garden with a kindly 
contentment , and at night, their labour done, they 
drink their glass and have their jest, and go to bed in 
the forest clearing tired and comfortable. And when 
the Bhil does rob a travelling merchant and is caught, 
it is for his wife alone that he yearns in the dreary 
separation of the prison 

Cinhzation, if it comes to the Bhil from the East, 
brings with it child mamage and Brahman law and 
caste degradation , if from the West, it brings the 
factory and the industrial slum Drunken and thrift- 
less, oppressed by customs which he cannot understand, 
he finds himself submerged in the lowest proletariat, 
exploited and despised. Can civilization give anything 
to the Bhil better than what he has ? — ease and liberty ' 
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Such manners and such characters it would be 
difficult to find elsewhere in India With the general 
Hindu ideal of service, chastity, and cffaccmcnt they 
have no common ground Yet it cannot be doubted 
that here is a life which mates for happiness and, in 
its opn waj, for self realization The Bhils arc wild 
and uncultured, of course, and they base to suffer 
from the fevers of the forest and from wild animals 
Of luxury they blow nothing and their pleasures arc 
primitive and rather coarse But they arc contented 
The wife loses her man and the husband cherishes 
his wife with a very real fondness and cicn with 
respect, and the) hate a cheerful pride as the) watch 
their children play and grow strong and upnght 
They share their hardships and their small joys fairly 
and equally They tend their garden with a bndly 
contentment , and at rught, their labour done, they 
drink then glas> and hate their jest, and go to bed in 
the forest clearing tired and comfortable And when 
the Bhil docs rob a travelling merchant and is caught, 
it is for Ins wife alone that he } earns in the dreary 
separation of the prison tv .~. 

Civilization, if it comes to the Bhil from the Hast, 
brings with it child marriage and Brahman law and 
caste degradation, if from the West, it brings the 
factory and the industrial slum Drunken and thrift- 
less, oppressed by customs which he cannot understand, 
he finds himself submerged m the lowest proletariat, 
exploited, and despised Can civilization give anything 
to the Bhil better than what he has ? — ease and liberty i 
148 



Chapter VII 

THE DANCING GIRL 

For the women of India an independent profession 
is a thing almost unknown Here are no busy type- 
writers, no female clerks, no barmaids The woman 
spends her whole life in a home, supported and mam- 
tamed, her father’s as a child, then her husband’s, or 
else one of those large joint households in which every 
woman of the, family, widowed or married, finds her 
place If she is poor, she may have work to do in 
plenty, besides the care of her house and children 
She may sew or go out to help in richer households , 
often she joins her husband in his work, and you may 
see the potter’s wife fetching earth and carrying bricks, 
or the washerman’s wife drive his laden or Some- 
times she labours in the field, busily weeding or bent 
double as in the water covered muddy patch she 
transplants the joung rice shoots But in none of 
these tasks does she work for herself, alone and in- 
dependent, at a trade chosen by her own taste She 
labours as one member of a higher unit, the family of 
which she is a part, and she knows that by her efforts 
she helps to feed and clothe her children or to add to 
the funds controlled by the head of the joint family 
Even domestic service, in the European sense of the 



“ She measures every maat, everywhere 
Meet! in with an. Sometimes as if in doubt. 

Not perfect yet and fearing to be oat, 

Tradi her plain ditty in one long-spnn note 
Through the sleek passage of her open throat, 

A de-r unwrwkled song then doth she point it 
With tender accents and severely joint it 
By short diminutions.” i 

Miuu’l DmsL CcasHaw 

** Nowadays Indian ‘reformers* in the «ume of 
‘civilization and science’ seek to persuade the attreli r 
(girls dedicated to the Gods) that they art * plunged 
in a career of degradation ' No doabt in time the 
would be moralists will drive the aurnCt out of their 
temples and then homes deprive them of all self-re 
tpect, and convert them into wretched outcasts, all in 
the cause of * civ ili zation and science.* So it u that 
early reformers create for the reformers of a later day 
the task of humanizing life afresh ” 

Sear is ReUncn a Sutirtj Ha moot Euu. 



Chapter VII 

THE DICING GIRL 

For the women of India an independent profession 
is a thing almost unknown Here arc no busy type- 
writers, no female clerks, no barmaids The woman 
spends her whole life in a home, supported and main- 
tained, her father’s as a child, then her husband’s, or 
else one of those large joint households in which every 
woman of the family, widowed or married, finds her 
place If she is poor, she may have work to do m 
plenty, besides the care of her house and children 
She may sew or go out to help in richer households , 
often she joins her husband in bis work, and you may 
see the potter’s wife fetching earth and carrying bricks 
or the washerman’s wife drive his laden or Some- 
times she labours in the field, busily weeding 0 r bent 
double as in the water covered muddy patch she 
transplants the joung rjce- shoots But in none of 

these tasks does she work for herself, alone and in 
dependent, at a trade chosen by her own taste She 
labours as one member of a higher unit, the family of 
which she is a part, and she knows that by her efforts 
she helps to feed and clothe her children or to add to 
the funds controlled by the head of the joint family 
Even domestic service, in the European sense of the 
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only one independent profession open, one that is 
immemorial, remuneratn e, even honoured, and that 
is the profession of the dancing girl There is hardly 
a town in Indi3, however small, which has not its 
group of dancing girls, dubious perhaps and mediocre , 
and there is not a wedding, hardly an entertainment 
of any circumstance, at which the dancing girl s ser- 
vices are not engaged And it may be added that 
there is hardly a class so much misjudged or a profession 
so much misunderstood 

For long generations and in many countries the*- 
dancing girls of India have been the theme of poets 
and stock figures of romanticism In Indian literature 
it was of course natural that they should find a place 
And m fact, from the earliest Sanscrit poets down to 
the nov elists and play vvnghts of modern Bengal or 
Gujarat, there are few dramas in which a dancer does 
not play a role Often the part is pathetic, even 
tragic, while it is usually edifying and pietistic The 
courtesan who urged by the doquence or attraction 
of a pious ascetic, finds the grace of God and abandons 
art for austenty and the palace for the hermitage, is 
one of the recurrent conventions of the Indian classics 
In one of the best known of Mahrathi poems, there 
is such a picture, expressed with vigour and emotion 
Converted to self denial and renunciation, the dancing 
girl, once beautiful, lies alone duty and squalid, 
without food, in a witch haunted graveyard, affrighted 
by ghosts, tormented by spirits of evil, yet uplifted 
by the love of God and blessed by her memories of 
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the saint \vho>e coldness uai to her the sign of a higher 
adoration But in the literature of Europe the 
bayadere, to use a name corrupted from the Portuguese, 
has also been a frequent and a luxunojs figure In 
the romantic fancies of the late eighteenth and the 
carl/ nineteenth centuries she was, both in France 
and Germany, a personage on whom poets lavished 
the embellishments of their art Her haz) outlines 
they bespangled with the imagery of fiction and the 
phantasies of im cntion She was a symbol for oncnial 
opulence a creature of incredible luxury and uncurbed 
sensuousness, or tropic passion and jewelled magsufi 
ccnce From her tresses blew the perfumes of lust , 
on her Ups, lile lioncjr sweet, distilled the poisons of 
vice > hidden in her bodice of gold brocade she earned 
the dagger with which she idled 

Dnest her of poetic association. Rob her of the 
hues cast bj the distant dreams of romanticism Strip 
her even of the facts of history and the traditions of 
the Indian classics ^ ct she remains a figure sufficiently 
rcmarlable Not tragic and certainly not gay, she 
embodies m herself so much of India, both its past 
and present, that without understanding her life and 
significance it is impossible to comprehend the social 
whole which she explains and commentates 
The very name of dancing girl it must be noted, 
is a misnomer For as an artist she finds expression 
primarily in song, not in the dance In the Indian 
theory of music, danang is but an adjunct, one rhythm 
the more, to the sung melody It is the 'ingei’s voice 
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ich is the ultimate means of music, her song which 
its real purpose. .To embellish its cipression and 
ghtca its enjoyment the singer talcs the aid of 
truments, the pipe, the strings, the drum and not 
st of the dance. Regarded in its first elements, the 
acc is one means the more of marling the time of the 
lody. Throughout the Indian dance die feet, like 
: tuned drums, are means to mark the beats. The 
ie is divided into syllables or bars and the dancer’s 
ning feet, circled with a belt of jingling bells, mUst 
n e and pause in the strictest accordance. The right 
>t performs the major part, the left completes the 
pthmic syllabic. But further by her dance the 
.gcr’s art is to make more clear and more magnetic 
e meaning of her song. With her attitudes and 
sturcs she accords her person to her melody and 
isc, till her whole being, voice and movement, is but 
e living emotion. Her veil half-drawn over her 
iturcs, her head averted, a frown wrinkling her brow, 
c portrays modesty recoiling from a lover. With 
ined hands uplifted to her forehead, with body bent, 
d eyes cast upon the ground, she accompanies the 
mns of worship and resignation to God’s will. With 
tickly moving gesture, she marks the harsher sounds 
rage or mortified indignation. Even pleasure and 
e tenderer joy she represents by the softly swaying 
»dy and slow waving movements of her upturned 
nds. But it is not enough that gesture should be 
■tural and appropriate. Mere realism would not 
.rraonize with the songs and instrumental music to 
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which it is an accompaniment. ‘Its crudities would 
be out of tune, conspicuous, ev en brutal. The dancer’s 
gestures and pantomime must be soft, rhythmic, and 
restrained. Like every other art, dancing too has its 
economy and its self-restraint. And the way to this 
ideal harmony is through the amplifications of con- 
vention and the discipline of a graceful technique. 
The dancer has to learn by painful practice to move 
her limb 3 in harmony with the rhythms of her melody, 
to avoid all that is abrupt or unsymmctrical. Each 
pose should be that of a statue, emotion poising in' a 
harmony of line and balance. In order to attain this 
complete accord of movement and melody, this union 
of grace and emotional expression, it is necessary to 
conventionalize the means by strict attention to the 
material presented to the creative artist — in the case 
of the dance, the youthful female figure. As in a 
painting, to the trained eye, a line presents the transi- 
tion between two differently lit surfaces, so in the 
dance, by an habitual agreement between the spectator 
and the performer, certain simple movements are 
made to evoke wider imaginations. Indian dancing, 
like every art, must hare its own conventions. But 
they are conventions finally based upon actual mimicry', 
simplifications, one may say, of natural movements. 
•They are attained by the exclusion of all that is 
superfluous, leaving only the essential curve or contour 
of the mov ement. They are the actual made spiritual, 
by the excision of all excess, by the suppression of 
the uacouthness which defective material and stiff 
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muscles force upon human action The movements 
of the Indian dancer bear to the primitive gestures 
of men and women, in the moments of actual impulse, 
the same relation as the simplified form of Indian 
painting and sculpture bear to the realities of living 
flesh and blood in light and shadow To the European 
the contentions are difficult to understand, as they 
presuppose a different training , and m him they do 
not readily awake the required emotion For European 
art has for many centimes been m the main realistic, 
concerned above all with the material appearance of 
things and actions The art of the East, on the other 
hand, lias in all its leading schools sought the spiritual, 
striving with the jejunest outlines to interpret the 
significance which may underlie the outward clothing 
of form and colour and surface Moreover, the 
oriental eye has a natural aptitude for decorative 
pattern, to which the excessive devotion of the Indian 
intellect to deduction and abstract analysis affords a 
parallel The artist, therefore, does not rest content 
with simplification but further seeks to manipulate 
the com entions, through which he realizes his spiritual 
meaning, into a symmetric and decorative pattern 
The same tendencies appear m the dance, when 
practised as an art, in India 
There are two great methods of artistic dancing in 
India which correspond to the main geographical dis 
tinction of the continent and can be called the Penin- 
sular and the Northern The Peninsular or Southern 
has its home and training ground in Madras, where 
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often wild and passionate, and has its own instant 
appeal to independent emotions Often the dance 
is in itself the pantomime of a whole stoiy, the meeting 
and love of Krishna and Ridha, for instance, at the 
river’s side The melody of the instruments is a 
suitable accompaniment and the voice does little more 
than supply a pleasing refrain Sometimes it is a mere 
rhythmic and decorative reconstruction of everyday 
actions, the mimicry; harmonious and graceful, of a 
boy flying a kite or of a fluttering butterfly The 
dancers move lightly and quickly over the floor, their 
steps div ersified, their gestures free and natural Upon 
their features play the lines of hope and joy, of sorrow 
and disdain Then as the story closes, in a final burst 
of melody, their voices rise with the instruments that 
accompany in a last forte repetition of the refrain or 
motive 

Thus in the Peninsular or Tanjore school the art 
of dancing, though also, of course, dependent upon'’ 
conventionalisms of gesture and movement, and sig- 
nificant of meanings which it suggests rather than 
imitates, has a more actual appeal to emotion and a 
less fettered freedom It has a finer spontaneity, a 
freer flow of imagination At its best, it is a splendid 
school of dancing, the only method perhaps worthy to 
be put beside, though below, the magnificent creations 
of the Russian ballet. 

From the point of view of art, however, even the 
Tanjore dancing girls, and still more the performers 
of the Northern school, have certain defects, which 
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could be removable if the players and public had a 
finer sense of artistic purpose The women them- 
selves ate too often of little education, illiterate, with 
their tastes uncultivated A good voice and some 
natural grace, with training only in technique, may 
male a pleasing enough dancer but cannot produce 
an artist For any excellent attainment a higher 
cultivation is required Another difficulty, peculiar 
to India, is that many experts will, from superstitious 
fear or jealousy, refuse to impart their secrets to a 
pupil or a novice But worst of all by far is that lack 
of artistic sensibility, general in modem India, which 
is satisfied by the tricks of virtuosity and has no 
recognition of sincerity and deeper beauty In song 
the faults are obvious and regretted High notes 
are screamed out with the utmost effort of the singers’ 
lungs to the amazement and admiration of the 
groundlings, while the practice of slurred arpeggios 
at the highest speed obscures the roundness of the 
voice in the true melody Given a good voice, a girl 
is only too soon trained to these efforts, on which in a 
few years her natural gifts are squandered Smooth 
and easy singing and finished phrasing are little valued 
by the nde of those difficult but unbeautiful accom- 
plishments Similarly in the accompanying dance 
violent gestures, strained poses, or undue and difficult 
effort ravish praise that should more correctly be 
given to sincere emotion and an easy and natural 
rhythm. A dead conventionalism, emphasized and 
over-strained by difficult contortions, has repressed 
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the development of the art, especially m the northern, 
more abstract method 

Another great draw bad against which Indian pro- 
fessional dancing struggles is the lad of a public that 
itself is given to dancing Tor every art the great 
safeguard and \ untying influence is a popular practice 
of its easier forms Music flourished in Italy and m 
Germany, where every person smgs Poetry becomes 
great when behind it there is a living growth of popular 
ballads or lyrics The Russian ballet has made its 
wonderful achievement because every peasant dances 
with vigour and even with grace, and in the summer 
nights in every village young men and women dance 
In India popular dancing has for many centunes been, 
moribund, even dead At the festtval of the new 
Hindu year, in a few parts of India, groups of ladies 
sing songs in unison as they circle to a slow measure 
or rhythmic step Occasionally in the zamtnas of the 
richer families the ladies dance what is Lnovvn as a 
Risada Each catches her neighbours’ hands and they 
mov e round and round in a circle bowing, slow in the 
beginning and faster to the end These are the palace 
dances, now almost disused, of which can be read in Sir 
Edwin Arnold’s translation of the Chaurapanchasda — - 

“ Yet now, this but abides, to picture smoothly 
How in the palace dance foremost she paced 
Her glancing feet and light limbs swayed demurely 
Moon like amid their cloudy robea , moon faced, 

With h ps majest c under slender waist. 

And hair with gold and blooms braided and laced, 
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In villages among the lower classes there is also at 
stated seasons some rustic dancidg, even with men, of 
a rough afld boisterous kind- But generally 'peaking, 
popular dancing there is none “ Iso one dances 
unless he is drunk,” the Indian gentlemen might 
mutter with the too gras e Roman 

Soil, granting these deficiencies of environment 
and allowing for all imperfections and desired un- 
pro\ ements, dancing remains the most living and 
developed of existing Indian arts In the Peninsular 
school abo' e all, India has a possession of very rpal mem, 
on which no appreciation or encouragement can, be 
thrown away It is something of which the country 
can well be proud, almost the only thing left, perhaps, 
m the general death like slumber of all imaginative 
work, which still has a true emotional response 4 and 
■value It sends ns call to a people’s soul, it is alive 
and forceful. 

A11 the more tragic is it, a very tragedy of irony, 
that the dance — the one really Indian art that remains 
— has been, by some curious perversion of reasoning, 
nude the special object of attack by an advanced and 
reforming section of Indian publicists They have 
chosen to do so on the score of morahtj — not that they 
allege the songs and dances to be unmoral, if e uch 
these could be, but that they say the dancers are. Of 
the dances themselves no such allegation could, even 
by the wildest imagination, possibly be made. The 
songs are pure beside die ordinary verses of a comic 
opera, not to mention a music hall in the capital 
i6z 




T he Danc ing Giil 


of European civilization. Pans The dancing is grace 
ful and decorous, carefully draped and restrained 
But the dancers, it is true, do not as a rule preserve 
that strict code of chastity which is exacted from the 
marrying woman How the stringency or laxity of 
observance of this code by a performer can possibly 
affect the emotional and even national value of her 
art and performance has not been and cannot be 
explained Art cannot be smirched by the 'ins of 
its followers f the flaws in the crystal goblet do not 
hurt the flav our of the wine 

la the Peninsula of India dancing and professional 
singing is first of all a religious institution, bound up 
with tho worship of the Gods To cv ery temple of 
importance are attached bands of six, eight, or more 
girls, paid in free gifts of land or in money for the 
dupes which they perform They are recruited in 
infancy from various castes and wear the ordinary 
garments, slightly more ornamental, of the Indian lady 
of those regions In certain castes the profession is 
hereditary, mother bringing up daughter in turn to 
these family accomplishments In other cases, as in 
the great temple of Jejun in the Deccan, children are 
dedicated by their parents to the service of God and 
left when they reach a riper age to the teaching and 
superintendence of the pnests Twice a day, morning 
and evening, they sing and dance within the temple 
to the greater glory of God, and at all the great 
public ceremonies and festivals they play their part 
in the solemnities Teaching is imparted by older 
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men, themselves Ungers, who talc n hand the training 
of small groups of girls In sotc cases a form of 
raamage is performed, for the fulfilment of traditional 
religious obligation, with a man of the dancer s caste, 
with an idol, or even with a sacred tree But the 
ceremonj entails no ethical obligations, such as apply 
to the real married woman. The dancers are regarded, 
being independent and self supporting, as freed from 
the code which applies to women living in familj 
homes and maintained b> the wort and comings of 
a father or a husband. It is their nght to hie their 
Uv cs as they will, for tlicir own pleasure and happiness, 
unrestrained b) an> code more stnngcnt than that 
of an independent man 

Besides Tanjore, the old Portuguese possession of 
Goa and the neighbouring districts bordenng on the 
ocean, where the forests and rods of the Western 
Ghauts drop sharplj to the nee-lands of the shore, arc 
famous for the excellence of their singers Here they 
are known under the name of Naibns or “ Ladyships,” 
and has e a petition of no little respect Though they 
like to trace their ongin in their own sayings to those 
nymphs who in heaven arc said to entertain the Gods, 
the truth is that they arc largely recruited from other 
classes, who,e children they purchase or adopt They 
live m houses like those of the better-class Hindus, 
With broad verandahs and large court j aids, m which 
grows a plant or two of the sacred sweet basiL Thor 
homes are furnished in the plain style of the Hindu 
householder, with mats and stools and wooden benches 
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and an abundance o£ copper and brass pots and pans 
and water vessels Only thej wear a profusion of 
gold ornaments on head and struts and fingers, a 
silver waist band, and sil\ci nngs on their toes, and 
thej male their hair gaj with flowers Tlicir hies 
arc simple and not luxurious , but the dap arc idled 
awaj m the languorous ease of the tropic sea breezes, 
a land of repose, a lazj land Thej nsc late, they 
bathe, they cat nee gruel, and tall and sleep The 
long afternoon is passed m more charting and in their 
constant enjojment of chewing betel leases, till after 
dinner thej go out to sing and dance to a late hour of 
the night It is a life of quiet ease, uneventful, 
indolent no doubt, but hardlj dissipated And of 
course m all worship and religious observance they 
arc dc; out and orthodox fearing the Gods, and reverent 
to the officiating priesthood 
how when some Hindu reformers object to the 
cmplojmcnt of such women in the temples of God 
and denj the cfficacj of song and dance as adjuncts 
of religious emotion, it would of course be impertinence 
for the follow cr of another creed to express an opinion 
The rubrics of prajer arc between the worshipper 
alone and his God If they preach that worship and 
oblation arc for those onlj who have made asceticism 
thar practice and who have turned their faces from the 
world to the pure concept of dmnitj , they arc obviously 
within their rights and the question must be decided 
by a congregation of fellow worshippers Even if 
they desire to bar the temple-door to women, who 
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have taken no vq vt of chastity and hope for saltation 
without closing their cars to love, they arc entitled to 
do as they like With their own, if they can obtain a 
consensus of believers Observers of other creeds 
would willingly, if without impropriety the) could 
have a voice, jam m deploring the abuse, m some 
temples, of the custom of dedication , for girls thus 
dedicated, as at Jcyxn, ate often too numerous for the 
purposes of the temple service and arc thrown upon 
the world, without adequate artistic training, almost, 
one might say, with none, to male their way as best 
they can When this happens, though Hindu society 
treats the devotees kindly and gives them easy ad- 
mission to good houses, yet their dearth of artistic 
accomplishment, the refusal of support by the temple 
to which they are asenbed, and the pressing needs of 
sustenance must often force the unfortunate girl to 
a distasteful trade But to include these among 
dancmg girls in the proper sense is hardly fair The 
motives of dedication are different and are exclusively 
religious, while the custom has arisen from the old 
Hindu tradition of appointing a girl to take the place 
of a son The trained singer who succeeds to an 
appointment m a temple is in a very different position, 
and her life is as a rule happy and prosperous The 
example of other countries has shown how an art may 
gam by the support of a Church, and how, m the 
absence of countervailing circumstances of popular 
understanding and enthusiasm, the withdrawal of 
ecclesiastical patronage may cause its decline and even 
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its ruin The Reformation in Europe, for instance, 
whatever its benefits to a new growing world m other 
matters, swept without doubt like a devastation over 
the neb fields of human imagination and lde a tem- 
pest obliterated the esthetic emotions in which the 
human soul attains its highest In India, in the absence 
of a humanism such as Europe could imbibe from 
Athens, the dependence of art upon religion is more 
strait and isolated, while the very forms of Indian 
art are moulded in a supernatural conception of the 
tumerse So subtly poised is it upon this pinnacle, 
that the mere touch of the freethinler and reformer, 
one fears, may send it shattered to the ground 

In the North, it has been said, the dancing girls have 
no connection with religious institutions, though, as 
it happens, their artistic conventions are more abstract 
and less sensuous Mostly they are Mussulmans by 
belief or are Hindus who hate adopted Mussulman 
ways and manners They do not belong to colleges 
or groups but hvc alone and independently, earning 
their living by their art, without support from any 
temple At the same time it is the custom in many 
pans to invite them to perform at the shrine of some 
dead saint dunng the annual celebrations They sing 
on such occasions songs of a sacred land, psalmodies 
of praise to God and His Prophet, poems well known 
in the Urdu language They chant also the odes of 
the Sufis or Persian mystic poets, m which the adora- 
tion of the Deity is clothed in the language of love, 
and the praises of wine are metaphors for the ecstasies 
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year or two in such a Darbar to establish her reputa- 
tion for the future In many cases these dancers, as 
they grow older, marry one of their lovers and settle 
down to the quiet hfe of the respectable Mussulman 
lady behind the purdah Sometimes they adopt a dever 
and pretty girl and tram her, half as maid and half as 
companion, m the mysteries of their art, till she in turn 
becomes a smger and hdps to keep her mistress and 
teacher, with no httlc piety and chanty, in her old age 
Modern opponents of dancing, however, with their 
influence on a population which has few artistic tastes 
and a marked bent for economy, have already done 
much to degrade the profession and are gradually 
forcing girls, who would formerly have earned a decent 
competence with independence and an arust’s pride, 
into a shameful traffic from veiy want Day by day 
the number of those women is growing less who alone 
presene the memory of a fine Indian art And, as 
they lose the independence earned by a profession, day 
by day more women are being thrust into the abysmal 
shame and destitution of degraded womanhood An 
Indian proverb already sums up this peculiar item of 
the “ reform programme ” thus “ The dancing girl 
was formerly fed with good food in the temple , now 
she turns somersaults for a beggar’s rice ” 

But, for the delineation of Indian hfe and society, 
the position of the dancing girl must be envisaged 
from a loftier altitude It is only from such an aspect 
that her portrait can be said to complete and interpret 
the gallery of Indian womanhood 
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turn satisfy it are to be raided high the rhythm and 
music of the dance, with the spectacle of graceful 
hmbs and pretty faces, of dresses- such as are seen in 
dreams and jewelry nch beyond phantasy Every 
man at some time in his life has woven his fairy talcs 
of hope, and there is none so dull but has pictured a 
goddess to his fancy Now the woman who toils m 
Jus house and shares his interests may be ever so 
tenderly lfl\ ed and cared for, but 'he is his own help- 
mate, of his own sturdy flesh and blood Hardly — 
except perhaps for a space in the first blossoming of 
new love — can he clothe her familiar bang with the 
robes and colours of his dreaming fancies But m the 
trained actress with her artful graces and her aloofness, 
he secs one who responds to those secret aspirations, 
and giv cs them room to expand and calms and soothes 
them, till at last the spectacle ended, and his mind 
reposed, he returns to his home in peace for the further 
routine of workaday existence 

Now where hfc is free and unrestricted, among the 
powerful and the leisured, every hour has its variety 
and desire may be satisfied without awaiting any 
special occasion But when existence is narrowed to 
routine and one day is like another, then indeed the 
soul must sometimes soar to an illusion of wild wmd- 
dmen liberty Man has to guide his plough in the 
furrow , but not to look to the sky and its currents 
at the turning 1 — better death at once than such 
weariness And it is the finer creative spirits, the 
men that think and produce, who are quickest crushed 
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bv tic unbrol.cn rule of abstinence In India tie 
general tone u brown., tic light grci bro TO of dust) 
plains and dry fields and villages of s^n baled xnud 
Tic ritual of to-day u that of jesterday, and will be 
that of to-mo*rcrv Tie uac praters, tic s-mc 
Lbours, tie s.mc plain food, the same simple home 
and furnishings. Simplicity abstinence, repression, tie 
rejection of all that is sjpcrfiuo.ii, these -re the notes 
of ordinary bfe. There is contentment cnojgb as a 
rule The wife u faithful and devoted, the children 
pbv and gTO*v up and get married, the cattle pull the 
plough and the «od bean the corn. It produces on 
tie whole a contented tcsigc-uon, this U.C, with its 
aus ere simplicities and its overhanging h-zc of 
-sccticum But ci cn then there arc tunes when the 
self will oat and tie lulled nenes begin to snr and 
tingle and stab with a bitter pain There is no *ooal 
life as in France and upper-eLj EngLnd, where Ldies 
of wit and reading gr-ccful, well-dressed, trained to 
charm and ple-sc, quiden the minds and respond to 
the sympathies of a wider circle, while at the same 
time imposing a fine code of manners and a t-ctfnl 
moderation. The wife, devoted and affectionate as 
she is, must usualh be first the he use wife, busied with 
a narrow routine, limited w experience, bounded by 
babies and the day’s dinner In meet classes she is 
illiterate and she has few of the accomplishments 
which amuse and distract. Even in Athens, the city 
above all of urbanity, as the married wom-n was 
secluded and domestic lie the Indian, the female 
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comrade , the belatra, with her ratty talk and her song 
and accomplishments was a necessity of social hie 
In old India also this need was known, as can be read 
w the traditional poetic histones, and the dancing 
girl, the gunika as they called her, was the recognized 
teacher to joung princes of manners and of chivalry 
Those daj s are past , but even now the dancing girls, 
by the admission even of a missionary , 1 “ are the most 
accomplished women among the Hindus They read, 
write, sing and play as well as dance” They dress 
well and modestly, they know the arts of pleasing, and 
their success is m the mam due to the contrast by 
which they transcend the ordinary woman and to 
the illusions they can give. They do not, therefore, 
merely fulfil a need but also represent an ideal Even 
apart from their art and its high imaginative value, as 
almost the only living art in India, they respond in a 
larger sense to a real need of society. To stifle a class 
of women, Imng their own lives m independence, 
graceful, accomplished, often clever, to degrade them, 
to make them outcastes and force them into shameful 
by-ways, is not merely to sin against chanty, it is 
also a blunder against life 

The existence of such a class, regarded in the light 
of ultimate truths, may fall faj short of the perfect 
state But the remedy m any country lies not in their 
repression and degradation, the most disastrous of all 
attempts It lies in the freedom and education of the 
married woman When the roamed woman also is 

1 The Rev M Phillips Evolution of Hinduism 1903 
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treed from the oppression of narrow codes and the dull 
monotony of housework, when she too is able to be 
accomplished and graceful, witty and artistic, free to 
choose as she pleases and to be true to her nature, 
then no doubt the professional beauty must by the 
mere weight of facts become ext met But what 
nation, what society will risk the experiment ? and 
what conditions can male it possible ? Thu ft least 
is clear that where a rigid matrimonial system, 
supported by all the sanctions of religion and inspired 
by a tradition of asceticism, is fast entrenched and 
fortified, where woman is limited and narrowed to the 
duties of a housekeeper or a mother, there the fulfil- 
ment of the deeper cravings of human emotion and 
the satisfaction of artistic sensibilities will depend upon 
a class that has in it much which is not ignoble. 
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“Upon ray light fund Jwl the Qucco in a 
vc«ure of gold wrought *bout in direr* colour*.” 

Pula xir. 




VUALOJf /2TU0 



, Chapter VIII 

WOMAN'S DRESS 

Dress in India can be comprised, within a few typical 
foims. Fashion, which m Europe is so frequently 
variable and occupies itself with. line and contour, is 
in India far more stable and persistent. Fashion 
exists, of course, as in every land where women live 
and grow and change. But it busies itself rather 
with what may be called the accidents than with the 
essentials of attire. In the choice of colour the women 
of India display a rich variety , and selection, though 
less subject to sudden and violent alteration, is 
governed by those moods of temperament which are 
generalized under the name of fashion. No less 
operative is changing temperament upon the designs 
of jewelry and the choice of gems to set in gold. 
Even in respect of the textures which women choose 
lor their clothes, there are collective changes of mood 
and mode to be noticed. But in point of dress and 
adornment, as in most other activities, in India there 
is a governance by authority and a quasi-religious 
sanction which Is foreign to the strongly individualist 
tempers of the West. The shapes and to some extent 
even the colour of dress and the design and manner 
of wearing jewelry axe among those distinctive marks 
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of social rani and ceremonial punt) , in a word of caste, 
which arc guarded jcalousl) as if almost sacrosanct 
It is only m the additions and embellishments per 
nutted upon the normal habits of the caste that the 
human personality finds room for self display A 
woman, raujt first of all male her dress conform to the 
approver! habits of her class That done, she is free to 
express her own tastes and talents within the range 
of such permissible colours and superfluous ornament* 
as do not alter the essential lines of her costume 
The interest of dress centres mainly upon, the 
human psychology of which it is one among man) other 
expressions And »t is not a little surprising that 
thil inner and In tag bond has so often escaped the 
writers who have made costume their subject Dress, 
regarded as form and colour onl) has no doubt its 
own \aluc to the painter Like every arrangement 
in which selected hues or lines arc grouped for the 
creation of a new beaut), it has an emotional appeal 
apart from its meaning or history The uses o£ 
drapery m sculpture and the sensuous pleasure given 
by nch velvets and gold brocades in the paintings 
of Titian or Veronese are instances of the fascination 
of clothes, merely on their decorative side. But an 
intenser interest comes to being when dress is known 
to be also the expression of a character that in, one 
sense may be called individual but may with more 
realir) be regarded as part of . a vast national life. 

For by its very nature dress is a mean* selected to 
heighten the attraction of the sexes for each other 
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The use of clothes as a protection against the extremes 
of climate is merely secondary and is en ea somethin" 
of a. reproach, to natural adaptation. It is as adorn- 
ment, and in its purpose of attraction, that it has its 
real and ultimate meaning. That dress comes to be 
used incidentally to preserve modesty does ''not/affect 
its primary purpose. Modesty itself is one of.* the 
secondary properties of love and one of its most power- 
ful weapons. Bat it is when r -mankind becomes 
sophisticated that the value and function of modesty 
are properly understood ; and it is then that dress 
and ornament are -so designed as to combine their 
direct and, under the gvusc of modesty, their indirect 
attractions. It follows, therefore, that in any people 
the use of the means of attraction which are supplied ' 
by dress and jenclry must correspond to the attri- 
butes of the persons whom it is desired to attract. 
If the dress did not conform to some inbred desire in 
those who see it, it could have no power to please, 
even it might become repellent. But similarity of 
birth and training tends to mould the majority of 
each nation to something of an average, and it is after 
all as a response to the desires of the average person * 
that dress is designed. It responds, therefore, to the 
psjchology of the people in which it is found. 

Looked at from $us aspect, the fundamental differ- 
ence betvt cen the costumes of European and of Indian 
women becomes at <Jnce more, deeply significant. In 
Europe, during the Iong*centuncs that have’succeeded 
the fall of Rome, one quality above all has dung to 
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dress that is, bizarrene of form The Teutonic 
barbarians who uprooted the Mediterranean civiliza- 
tions and imposed m their place those tribal feudalisms 
and customary rules from which Europe is not vet 
fully freed, seem whether from their primitive par- 
ticularism or their inborn brutality to have largely 
been lacking m the sense of form Symmetry and 
simplicity were conceptions beyond their northern 
brains and outside thetr temperament Even to this 
dav the German (who with least admixture of blood 
or education represents the primeval Teutonic savage) 
is hardly able by any effort of reason to comprehend 
the meaning of these words In essence, it would 
seem, his mind is formless, vague, amorphous So in 
their buildings, the Goths could find no use for purity 
of form What they sought always and with a great 
effectiveness achieved was a shape, or rather a con 
glomeration of shapes, complicated and exaggerated, 
with lengthy spires and cumbrous altitudes, that should 
be curious, awful, and bizarre They never sought to 
soothe the mind. Their churches do not so much 
attract attention, but capture it, as it were, by an 
audacious ravishment And as this purpose was con- 
genial to then own psychology, so did they win their 
effect among their own and Jandred peoples Similarly 
their women, if. they were to excite the desires of men 
habituated to bloodshed and the strong stress of war, 
had to take their attention by itorm, with the aid of 
the fantastic and unexpected in their costume 
Without the subtlety of imagination and finesse to 
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excel by a fine harmony or a graceful nicety, they were 
forced upon the extravagant and exuberant The 
lines of their dress were not designed to be congruous 
with the human body or to agree m beautiful drapery, 
but were meant rather to amaze the onlooker by a 
Kidded onslaught upon his vision At an y cost they 
were t° he effective— to produce, that is, an immediate 
effect b> the strangeness and extravagance of their 
form In regard to colour they had less invention 
and h^dly any taste , and the grey sbes of the north 
are not suited to the richer hues So it was to con 
tortious of line and form that they had recourse 
However mitigated, these are characteristics that 
t» this, day Uvea \n modern dress., ths. Iw.ts. 
tend to he abrupt and exaggerated, and an ever- 
changing fashion vanes them m a discordant manner 
Every ten jears, it has been said, the shape of woman 
land, it «s visible, changes m Europe Each new 
change means, of course, an attempt to capture 
attention by a novel attitude This is the cause that, 
out of the whole nineteenth century, it was only for 
a few jears under the Consulate and early Empire 
that woman’s dress appears tolerable to an artist’s eje 
or ev<?o, upon reflection, to the common man or 
womaP 

Indian dress, on the other hand, has this in common 
with the classic style, that it is simple in form and 
harmoPmus It exacts no distortions or deformities 
It veil* the body but it does not misrepresent it Stiff 
less dc'ts n attempt to substitute a fictitious for a 
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da>, daring smugglers, dangerous when the/ are 
cornered, often even thieves and robbers The men 
arc especially handsome, with a free and fiery look, 
and a manly air But the women also are not by any 
means unattractive, and the sinking dress they hare 
chosen, with its bold colours and its stringing skirt, 
sets them up well and handsomely The pity is that 
they will wear it till from age and dirt it drops 
off with its own corruption The bnght colours 
they affect reach their limit in the pleated skirt with 
its glaring reds and jellows, a motley that has in it 
something of the clown or mountebank The bodice 
m no real sense fulfils its part but is rather a bnght 
decked screen dropping from the neck to just below 
the waist line, stiffened with pieces of glass and thick 
stitching The mantle which they adopt, unlike that 
of most Hindu women, is short, hie that of the Afus 
sulman, but coarser Their jewelry 13 peculiar to 
themselves, and in shape strange and striking It is 
worn about the head in great profusion, so that the 
twinkling cunning face seems almost set in silver 
The hair has two pleats at each side into which tassd- 
likc ornaments of silver are hung But most bizarre 
of all is the horn or stick twined into their hair, which 
rests upon the head and props up their mantle like a 
tent Originally perhaps designed to give the head a 
better protection against the eastern sun, it has now 
acquired a religious significance and is never doffed, 
even at night in bed, except by a widow That with 
this inconi ement attachment, they still can balance 
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natural line But while the Indian mind, like that 
of the classic Mediterranean peoples, approves a natural 
s implicit) of design, unlike the other, it delights in 
a profusion of extraneous ornament. Even the mon- 
strous temples of the South are in essence siroplv 
planned, but the) are oierlaid and even overloaded 
with masses of strange carving and decoration Indian 
psychology, m this not dissimilar from the Teuton, 
has a craving for the wonderful and bizarre The 
people are of those that look for miracles But, by 
a fortunate dispensation, thev arc content to leave the 
pure lines of form undisturbed — a quality that keeps 
them in regard to the broad facts of life true to nature 
For their wayward fancies they find scope m bizarrene 
of colour and external decoration- Thus the Indian 
woman wears dresses that in shape arc easy and simple 
and beautiful, but she seeks further to attract b> a 
marvellous variety of colour and a cunous adornment 
The limits of the bizarre as it appears in India are 
probably reached in the dress of the Banjara women 
They belong to a tribe that, far from unmixed, has 
m it much of that gzprv race which has aLo migrated 
across the Sind deserts and Asia Minor to the furthest 
comers of Europe For centune» they were the 
earners of India, transporting salt and opium and grain 
on their pack-cattle along the trade-routes across the 
continent. They have settled down now, some of 
them, m little settlements where, under then own 
chieftains, they till the soil and deal in cows ..nd 
buffaloes But many of them are wanderers to this 
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day, daring smugglers, dangerous when thej are 
cornered, often even thieves and robbers The men 
are especially handsome, with a free and fiery look, 
and a manly air But the women also are not by any 
means unattractive, and the striking dress they have 
chosen, with its bold colours and its swinging skirt, 
sets them up well and handsomely The puy is that 
they will wear it till from age and dirt it drops 
off with its own corruption The bright colours 
they affect reach their limit in the pleated shrt with 
Us glaring reds and yellows a motley that has in it 
something of the clown or mountebank The bodice 
in no real sense fulfils its part but is rather a bright 
decked screen dropping from the neck to just below 
the waist line, stiffened with pieces of glass and thick 
stitching The mantle which they adopt, unltke that 
of most Hindu women, is short like that of the Mus 
sulman, but coarser Their jewelry is peculiar to 
themselves, and m shape strange and striking It is 
worn about the head in great profusion, so that the 
twinkling cunning face seems almost set in Sliver 
The hair has two pleats at each side into which tassel 
like ornaments of silver are hung But most bizarre 
of all is the horn or stick twined into their hair, which 
rests upon the head and props up their mantle like a 
tent Originally perhaps designed to give the head a 
better protection against the eastern sun, « has now 
acquired a religious significance and is never doffed, 
even at night in bed, except by a widow That with 
this inconvenient attachment, they still can balance 
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in default of a better word. Hie w* is aa *rt:clc of 
dresi as distinctive as the Spanish mantilla and as 
difficult to wear with the right charm and maarcr 
It is an oblong of material, hemmed when possible 
at one «;de with gold embroider) and edged mth a 
sort of do»ed fringe When, as is mo,t common, it 
it worn with a sLirt, its length is about fifteen feet 
and ns breadth abojt three When, however, -s in 
a contrasting stsle, it has bp its intricacies to tale the 
place of an absent skirt as well, it measures *omc 
twemj five feet in length It is to these mantles that 
the Irdian lad) devotes her deftest thoughts and on 
them, within the limits conceded b> caste and fashion, 
that *hc displays her persona] tastes Their hues and 
patterns have an infinite range Some are in plain 
natural colours, white or red or blue — *olid unbroken 
colour, no. least beautiful m the <tark sunlight 
Others are delicate cotton prints, lowered and 
sprigged and daint) Sometimes thej arc printed in 
a bold dccorauv c pattern, formal and conv cnnonal 
Neutral and half tints at tunes nu in a bewildering 
wealth of hue, till the eve is at a Io<3 to know whether 
the ground be green or pink or purple. The border 
mi) be a plain hem stitch or a two-inch broad piece of 
gold brocade, sumptuously woven m the acanthus 
pattern or m the shape of birds and flowers But in 
the draping of the mantle, so simple m cut ) et of *uch 
infinite variety, consists the highest art and the true 
expression of personality One end is taken round the 
waist a couple of tunes and tucked into the waistband 
t$6 



A. WIDOW IN Till. DLCCAN 



Indian Women 


by its nice adjustment heavy pots of water on their 
heads is one of the minor wonders of the Indian, 
country-side. ’ The Banjara encampment with its 
boldly-clad and boldly-staring women, also it may 
be added with its strongjiercc dogs of special breed, is 
a sight too picturesque ev er to be forgotten, especially 
in a country where life tends in the villages to a brown 
monotone. . , 

The bizarre is again to be found prevailing e\ en 
over form on the Mongolian borderland of Northern 
India. In Nepal,' whence come the braie Gurkha 
soldiers of our wars, dress, lilc the shape and decora- 
tion oi the wooden temples of the people, has in 
it something alien to the normal lines of Aryan 
and. Indian womanhood. And the strangeness is 
heightened by the quaintness of the jewelry and - 
the uncut turquoises in which they delight. 

But in most of India proper the essence of dress is 
simple. Shoes are not, in general worn, though loose 
wide slippers of i elvet t>r of leather may be sometimes 
seen. The natural result is that the foot retains a 
beauty which can never be expected when it is cramped 
by constant pressure. The working woman, tramping 
miles along the roads or over fields, with heavy burdens 
on her head or her child upon the hip, loses of coarse 
too quickly the springing instep and sinks to a flat and 
sprawhng foot. But in the higher classes, or among 
the womanhood whom caste preserves in a moderate 
seclusion, the foot is small, well-curved, and light. It 
is a thing of i n fin ite fascination, tinted perhaps with 
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mood, ladies of the nchcr clas'c*, while continuing 
to drape the mantle in the same gracciul way, have 
of late years gn cn up the usage of a *hrt and wear at 
most a trim lace petticoat The effect is not unhlc 
that of a recent ephemeral fashion in Western Europe. 
Seen in the bold Indian sunlight, the double thicknc«es 
of light silk or cotton arc little less traaspa ent than 
a tcii of gauze and limbs are revealed in a shado \cd 
fulness, which is less modest than it is suggestrv c. 

In the Central plateau, however, and the south 
of India the skirt is also dispensed with by a fashion 
that can claim at once antiquity and respectability 
There it is the long nuntle, twenty fisc feet in length, 
which is worn Of thick coarse 'ill and dark solid 
colour, it is so draped as to be caught between the legs 
in a broad, low hanging fold, tucked loo^clv at the 
bacL Its folds are carefully arranged to Icaiea doable 
thickness, marked by the border of the mantle, over 
the upper part of the legs It is a 'tyle inherited 
from a remote anuqum descendant from the dresses 
seen men on Buddhist carvings m the great rock 
temples of the Deccan Beautiful it can hardly be 
called, with its effect of a divided skirt and its too 
clumsy folds and thicknesses but it is certainly not 
frivolous Rather perhaps should one '«v that it is 
eminently respectable, with its samcnes» _nd stiff 
conventionality The pressure of the ascetic ideal is 
'hown even more strongly in the monotonous colour*, 
dark blue usually or dark green, which are the ordinary 
wear in those parts of the country To the artist the 
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at the centre, falling to the feet in formal folds , the 
other pisses over head and shoulder, with the breadth 
decorated and displajed across the upper half of the 
body In the management of the upper half hes the 
true secret It must show the full beauty of the cloth, 
jet bj a sort of innocent accident, without a hint of 
ostentation At the same time it must be loose enough 
to allow graceful folds to drop naturally from the 
head to the shoulders, and tight enough to sit close 
at the breast whose curves it accentuates while it 
seems to veil Enough but not too much of the 
bodice must be shown with a fine nicety The border 
is at times allowed to turn carelessly up, till the gold 
armlet above the elbow can be seen even on the 
cov ered right arm At one moment, a modest gesture 
brings the mantle across the face, as m shy courtesy 
before an elder or an illustrious man , in a crowd it 
is draped to hide both arms and conceal the figure , 
when it slips, it is quickly drawn forward over the 
head with a charming pretence of timidity The 
Mirvvin woman by a trick peculiar to herself makes 
of her mantle a screen held open between two fingers, 
through which only her lustrous eye appears melting 
and languorous , and in the armoury of ev ery Indian 
woman the mantle by its nice management is the 
chief instrument of love 

The short mantle, worn as described, should of 
course imply a skirt But in the south of GujarSt, 
from Surat to Bombay, whether from the steamy 
warmth of the climate or from some subtle change of 
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costume, one would think, had little value , jet that 
it can be idealized is seen from the effects achieved 
in the simplifications of early sculpture This con- 
trast in dress between the southern part of the Penin- 
sula and Gujarat or Northern India reflects once again 
that contrast in belief and character which has already, 
perhaps with a too frequent repetition, been remarked 
Tins monotony of asceticism is even more noticeable 
m the south m the dress of widows (poor creature^ 
with shaven heads, their limbs untouched by a single 
jewel ■} — a dress of a mantle only, white or of a stTange 
dull, dingy red — a dress that lulls all looks and attrac- 
tions, save where the light of rehgious duty, nature 
overcome, makes the starved face seem spiritual 
In the dress of Mussulman women the main feature 
is that trousers are substituted for the Hindu tbit 
They mij be wide and baggy, cut in loose full curves 
from the hips to the tighter openings at the ankles, 
a stjle not too precise to be devoid of all attraction 
Or, as worn by ladies o{ the Upper Indian aristocracy 
and by other women who lay claim to Moghul descent, 
they may sit tight like gioves from ankle to knee, a 
fashion at once ugly and repellent It would be 
difficult, even after long reflection, to design a style of 
dress so unbecoming to a woman s gait and figure, so 
crudely frank, so hideously unsuggestive A bodice 
may or may not be worn, as Hindu influence is more 
or less strong A long fine shirt, half open at the neck 
and falling to about the knee, is an invariable article 
of dress, which on a young woman fits well and grate- 
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fully, la former days, and cv en now among the 
older-fasluoned, a long fall pleated slart and jaeVet in 
one was worn above the other garments, fitting tight 
to below the breast, then from the high set waistline 
spreading out in wide stiff pleats lilc a broad petticoat 
O' er her head the Mussulman ladj wear* a drawl or 
mantilla, less long than her Hindu sister's mantle, 
which is made of the finest textures and is dyed in the 
most delicate of colours It is the full dress of the 
Mussulman lady that, except in Southern India, the 
dancing girl has made her oirn for professional uses 
and embellished with every device of pattern and every 
richness of material 

It would be interesting to digress here, in relation 
to Indian dress, upon that long conflict between the 
decolletf and the rttroussi , which in Europe lias from 
time to time been settled by the successes of the former. 
But a full discussion would go bejond the purpose 
and necessary limits of this booL Bnefl) it may be 
said that, in this matter too, Indian dress quite cor- 
rectly expresses the difference which subsists between 
the present European and immemorial Indian tem- 
perament Eor, with reasonable exceptions, it may 
be ^aid that in India, on the whole, no special fechngs, 
ejther of modesty or the reverse, attach to the lower 
limbs The sbrt «, therefore, not the hampering, 
stiff garment that it usually is in Europe But the 
upper half of the bod>, on the other hand, has a far 
greater significance than m Western Europe And 
this it is which has nude the use of the covering 
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mantle or sort the most distinctive feature of Indian 
costume 

Dress even in its simplest form has been seen to 
have its sectarian meaning and restrictions A widow 
for instance, at least among orthodox Brahmans m 
the Peninsula, is limited to certain solid colours, nev er 
blacl. or dari blue, red as a rule or white And every 
woman is restricted to definite shapes and cut To 
transgress bejond these limits would be to offend 
against caste rules with a sanctity defended and 
sanctioned by a caste tribunal But greater sigmfi 
cance attaches to the use of jewelry Some stones 
are valued for this or that magical virtue certain 
metals can or must be used only at definite times and 
places some dupes of ornament are bidden or for 
bidden to a certain caste The prohibition against 
wearing gold upon the feet is the most obvious instance 
Here a value of a magical land as a purifying agent is 
ascribed to the metal, and its use was not allowed on 
limbs where it might be contaminated by the dust 
and dirt of the road Only in royal families is the 
prescription ever disregarded, and even then only 
by few 

Of forms and modes of ornament peculiar to one 
caste and partly at least sanctified by superstition, 
something has already been said in describing the 
fisher and the gipsy women But instances might be 
multiplied without end Each section nearly of the 
community has at least one peculiar jewel, associated 
with a religious festival or a caste ceremony or belief 
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Perh-ps the most obvious examples are the charms 
and talismans freely worn b} all classes of Mussulman 
women In these the stones and their settings are 
the symbolic expressions , of deep and mjstcnojs 
thoughts and the instruments of a magical significance. 
On amulets of white jade or carncliaa arc inscribed* 
in Arabic characters the highest names of the Most 
High On other cartouches are engraved the -~icred 
symbols of the Jewish Cabbalists, just as Hindus draw 
and senerate that sign of the SmasuLa which from the 
time of the Bronze Age has presented the beneficent 
motions of the sun They has e little boxes of chased 
gold in which arc enclosed written charms to protect 
the wearer from the malice of jmns and the malm olcnce 
of the esd eye. On heart shaped plates of siher 
they cut the sacred hand which persists m the 
escutcheon of Ulster baronets, and on others are 
inscribed the name of “ Tileth ” and the injunction, 

* Adam and Er e away from here ” 

But ihe use of jev-eby has a religious tinge no less 
among Hindus It is for instance a common belief 
that at least a sped of gold must be worn upon the 
person to ensure ceremonial punt} Thus in Northern. 
India there are castes where mimed women wear 
plates of gold on some of the front teeth , while it is 
general when preparing the dead for the burning to 
attach a gold com or ring to the corpse. Moreover, 
the wearing of jewelry by women is presenbed by 
the sacred text which says “A wife being gaily 
adorned, her whole house is embellished, but if she be 
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destitute of ornaments, all will be deprived of dec 
tion ” This again is one reason why there is so h 
change in the design Variety there is, and indeed 
number of ornaments, each with a different name < 
use, is almost bewildering But m each had l 
design passes from one to another generation aim 
unchanged, and the craftsman has no need to dev 
new forms and varying settings What has been wo 
by the grandmother will be equally pleasing to tl 
grand daughter When there is change and variety, 
is only in the large commercial cities, where Europea 
patterns are being exploited to the rum of mdigenoi 
craftsmanship 

The bracelet is the most significant and the nose 
ring the most peculiar of Indian ornaments To 
bracelets are above all the visible sign of marriage 
Young girls before their wedding may wear bangles 
of many kinds but the first act of widowhood is to 
discard them all Some which are made of lac arc 
peculiar to the marned woman, and next to them m 
significance are the bangles of variegated glass which 
are so much appreciated On the husband’s death 
these are at once shattered , and the same breaking 
of bangles is the accompaniment of divorce The 
nose ring, as it is called m English, is only seldom in 
shape a ring In Northern India indeed, m certain 
castes, a teal ring of large diameter passes through the 
cartilage, and its effect is not beautiful But in 
most places and classes, it is not so much a ring as a 
small duster of gems affixed by one means or another 
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to the nostril. That worn most commonly m the 
Deccan — a sort of brooch with a large almost triangular 
setting — is also clumsy and unbeautifuL Another 
type, worn by the cultnators of Gujarat, is lile a 
button in which the jewelled top screws, through a 
hole bored in the nostnl, into the lower half — a form 
no les» ungainly But Mussulmans adopt a different 
and more graceful form Through the central carti- 
lage of the no»e a small gold wire passes on which 
drops a jewel, at its best a fine pear-shaped pearl, 
dangling down to the central cune of the upper bp 
But the prettiest of all — a real aid this to a pretty 
face — is a small stud of a 'ingle diamond or ruby fixed 
almost at the corner of the left nostnl. Here it has 
the value of a tiny beaut) 'pot, mote attractive b) its 
sheen, and draws the eje to the cune of a finely- 
chisclled nose and down to the petulant smiling lips 
Among the moat beautiful of Indian ornaments are 
the champUvc enamels made by Silh workers who have 
found a home in the pink cit) of Jaipur In golden 
plaques they scrape little depressions which the) fill 
with oxides of various metals, fixed by the mcely- 
vaned temperature of fire. Gems also are worn in 
great profusion by the ncher classes, though little by 
tho*e who have to regard their ornaments also as an 
investment To the poor of course the puxcha'e of 
silver or gold jewelry is still the onl) form of 'avrng 
with which they are familiar and m which they have 
confidence , and it is quite impossible even to guess the 
millions of bullion hoarded unproductnely in this form 
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m India In regard to gems, many a superstitious 
belief soil remains Thus it is believed that in an 
evil conjunction of the sun the ruby is propitious, 
while the diamond is remedial against the baleful 
influences of the moon On the day of the week 
named after Mars or War, the coral should be trusted, 
and the zircon is efficacious against Mercury known as 
Buddha The pearl is specially designed foT wear 
when Jupiter is dangerous The cat s eye deflects the 
radiances of Venus and in the ascending node the 
emerald is sovereign This lore of gems is set out at 
length in the Ruby garland of Maharaja Surendra 
Mohan Tagore 

The graceful dress and finely designed jewelry of 
the Indian women is a covering and an embellishment, 
suitable and, as a rule, singularly attractive But the 
person that is so coiered receives no less care An 
almost scrupulous personal cleanliness is observed by 
nearly every woman Among the gipsy and criminal 
tubes indeed clothes arc worn until they drop off 
from age, and the untouchable castes who perform 
the lowest menial services and cluster in sordid hotels 
outside the village also leave much to be desired In 
the crowded slums of the industrial cities, too, it is to 
be feared, there are many, especially of the professional 
beggars, who from vice or dulled apathy allow them 
selves to become foul and loathsome But even the 
worst of these could perhaps be equalled in the mean 
streets of Europe These degraded classes once out 
of account, however, there is no question that the 
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niceties of personal cleanliness are followed in all ranis 
with a fine devotion which can be equalled only in the 
upper class of Europe In some point*! the} may put 
ei en tho e to shame though they cannot vie with the 
modern luxury of the English or French lady’s bath, 
with its sponges and gloi e» and powders and perfumed 
salts Washing m India is a religious ordinance, 
scrupulously observed, and the bod} is cleansed with 
water and made smooth file bronze with orpimcnt 
and tinged with henna and perfumed with the essence 
of flowers, tall it is a mirror of purity, worthy of 
adornment and respect 
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“ A creed u a rod 
And a cron'll 11 of night. 

Bat this thing u God 
To be nun with thy might. 

To grow hi ught in the strength of thy spirit and live oat th> life 
a the light- 

! bid you but it 
I lure need not of prayer , 

I hue need of you free 
A» your mouthi of mine air. 

That mj heart may be greater within me, beholding the fruit* of 
me fair" 


Her sit Susan 



Chapter IX 

THE MOVING FINGER 

The ana of this book has been as far as possible to 
show the Indian woman as she is, living and acting 
and expanding But life, properly speaking, cannot 
be represented Representation must always be of 
something that is already past and therefore lifeless 
and mechanical It breaks off and pins down, like a 
specimen in a museum, a mere fragment out of the 
moving continuity of life So a photograph for 
instance, when it impresses a discontinuous moment 
on the plate, merely fixes something which is artificial 
and unreal Perhaps in literature it would be im- 
possible to give vitality to the picture of an Indian 
woman, unless m the form of poetry or prose fiction 
But the picture would then be endowed with personal 
character and an individual shape. Here it was desired 
rather to analyse national characteristics and to dis 
play the varieties of Indian womanhood and then- 
values It was necessary, therefore, to embody the 
typical rather than the personal and to lose something 
of concrete reality in the effort to generalize usual 
habits of mind and body It is, however, true that 
neither man nor woman can ever be so well known, 
as through the ideals which they feel In those ideals, 
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in the spirit with which they meet the incidents of 
life, consists all that is most real and permanent m 
their actions Other desires and emotions, peculiar 
to the individual, which help to make his whole con- 
crete life, are after all unharmomzed and, as it were, 
accidental Essential are the thoughts which guide 
his purposes and the social atmosphere w which he 
breathes Regarded in this waj, the womanhood of 
India appears on the whole to be moving in all its 
million lives towards a more or less similar ideal, more 
or less clearly recognized as the social class rises or 
sinks in education and self consciousness There are, 
of course, exceptions The nobility of Southern 
India form a social back water, fed b) other traditions 
from a secluded source There arc wild tnbes on 
whose crude minds the common thought ha3 hardly 
yet had time to become operative And the Mussnl 
man population is, at least in name, ruled by an ethic 
far more rationalistic and liberal. Yet there is not a 
class which in some form or other, however indirect!) , 
has not had to submit to the supremacy of an ideal 
which m its purer lrnes is truly national. With the 
increased ease of communication and the ngiditv 
given to accepted Brahman custom by the Courts of 
Law and common education, the movement towards 
the same ideal throughout the various communities 
has become more marked and rapid. Peculiarities 0 £ 
caste and race tend to be swamped in the general 
current In a few cases, new diversities have come 
into existence, where, for instance, some of a small 
200 




The Moving Fingei 


highly educated class have revolted agamst traditional 
restrictions or sought a new salvation in the close 
imitation of European customs without a European 
environment It is in the comprehension of these 
ideals, manifested in typical castes and classes, and of 
the social atmosphere that any real image of Indian 
womanhood can. alone be formed 

But it is not enough to see a woman m her girlhood 
and growth, in her love and marriage, and m her 
relations to her family and society To grasp her as she 
really is she should be seen also as a mother For if 
love is a duty of womanhood, biologically the function 
of motherhood is even more important It is the 
most decisive of all her functions in a primitive society 
As the race advances, it does not lose its place, but 
beside it ascend other functions, first and most essential 
that of love or wifehood, and afterwards that of 
polishing and refining a nured society la value to 
each life and each generation, the greatest of these 
is certainly love , and the successful wife or mistress 
ranks higher m art and literature and with the finer 
spirits and civilizations than even the best of mothers 
For the former implies gifts which are not only rarer 
but also emanate from higher and nobler qualities of 
mind, while it responds to needs which are felt above 
all by loftier natures Maternity, on the other hand, 
is the instinct of reproduction in action, controlled 
by intelligent care and affection It is not peculiar 
to the human being but is as strong a force in the 
animal It is of course essential, like everything else 
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to comprehend the woman’s emotions to the child 
she bears and o\er whose growth she watches It 
would be impossible to attempt the task in a foreign 
country- of women by whose side one has not grown 
from infancy 

Some points, however, which lend themselves to 
any observation, may be noted, all the more since they 
have not infrequently led to misunderstanding It is 
the case undoubtedly that ev ery Indian woman, 
whatever her rani or race, has a clamorous wish to 
bear children, abov e all a son, for her husband’s sale 
" How many children have you >** is the first question 
every woman asb another In order to get children 
they go on pilgrimages and tolerate austerities, they 
give alms to beggars and are deluded by impostors 
A childless woman becomes only too readily the butt 
of scorn and even of her own self reproach Not to 
have borne a son is to the Indian woman to hare missed 
her vocation and have faded m life She has a cer- 
tainty of belief — “She Lions” she would say — that 
it is her function, ev en hers, to hav e children , and if 
she be fruitful, she counts herself blessed From these 
data, it has often been inferred that Indian women 
in all classes have an overpowering desire for mother- 
hood and are especially mastered by the maternal 
instinct But that this inference is wholly just, may 
well be doubted 

In the upper classes at least it must be admitted 
that the woman wishes for children because of reasoned 
and intelligible motives, and that these motives are so 
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strong as to overcome an} instinctive passions And a 
will mov cd bj a mere calculation of reason ma} be as 
powerful as and even more effective than an act of 
ujH which rcall} responds 10 a deep and eternal, 
unreasoned self-creating emotion. The Indian woman 
at an) rate lias ever) rca on to desire to be a mother, 
above all the mother of a <on Hindu science and 
philo»oph) have never hidden from her that, regarded 
as a living being merely hie an) other animal, her 
primary function is to continue the race Vnd religion 
h*s impressed this teaching upon ever} mind b) the 
legend that a man 5 soul can be released from the 
torments which follow death onl) b> the ptajers and 
ritual of a living 'on Moreover, she fears that 
barrenness may impose the presence of a second wife, 
a rival in that love to which, after all 'he gives first 
place Then, again the end may pros c to be subjection 
to another woman’s son, heir to his mother’s hatreds 
Or at the best there is the pressure of religious faith — 
to thin! herself accursed, if ‘he h-s no child, while 
even her husband may m time shrink from her as from 
a bang judged b) the doom of God. All these are 
motives which can be weighed by the intellect but 
which move desire and will power let their action 
does not in itself show that the instinct of maternity 
is strong beyond the usual 

It is true of course that little girls in India in their 
games ate accustomed to play at bong mothers and 
cool for imaginary children and put their dolls to bed, 
and in a word play as girls do all over the world. But 
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strong as to overcome anj instinctive passions And a 
will moved by a mere calculation of reason may be as 
powerful as and even more effective than an act of 
will which really responds to a deep and eternal, 
■unreasoned, self creating emotion. The Indian woman 
at any rate has every reason to desire to be a mother, 
above all the mother of a son Hindu science and 
philosophy have never hidden from her that, regarded 
as a living being merely liie an) other animal, her 
primary function is to continue the race And religion 
has impressed this teaching upon every mind by the 
legend that a man’s soul can be released from the 
torments which follow death onl) b) the prayers and 
ntual of a hving son Moreover, she fears that 
barrenness may impose the presence of a second wife, 
a rival in that love to which, after all she gives first 
place Then, again the end may prove to be subjection 
to another woman’s son, heir to his mother’s hatreds 
Or at the best there is the pressure of religious faith — 
to thini herself accursed, if she has no child, while 
even her husband may in time shrink from her as from 
a being judged by the doom of God. All these are 
motives which can be weighed by the intellect but 
which move desire and will power Yet then action 
does not m itself show that the instinct of maternity 
is strong beyond the usual 

It is true of course that little girls in India m their 
games are accustomed to play at being mothers and 
cook for imaginary children and put their dolls to bed, 
and in a word play as girls do all ov er the world. But 
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ccnablc Every woman ma) with for a child, but 
she wi lies first and above all for die blessing of a 
loving husband, and ‘he desires the child mainly to 
satisfy and conciliate the man to whom she gives 
herself joy fully 

Again it u striking that the whole long record of 
Indian literature contains hardly one picture of a 
mothers love, ard is dumb even about the longing 
at her heart for a child Erotic poetry is full and 
voluminous and the love of man and woman is sung 
in burning words in thousands of Ijncs, while it is also 
depicted with a more objective grandeur in numerous 
epics H-rdlj anj European htcranwc, at least since 
Alexandria, can tic with this literature of love in 
volume and intenuty But m the poetry of the 
West, mother s lore has had its honoured place. In 
the letters of India it i» almost ab<cnt 

It is sometimes suggested in India, and it mi) 
perhaps be true, that in the castes which allow divorce, 
a mother s affection for her child is a passion stronger 
than her love for her husband It would indeed 
sometimes seem in those daises that she would more 
readily choo»c to sacrifice the father than the child 
But it does not follow that the cause lies in the 
freedom of divorce, even though it be a factor which 
co-operates in the result For in practice the Hindu 
castes which allow divorce are almost all of the lower 
class — in some cases not much above the savage, 
ignorant, of a slow sensibility , unstimulatcd by the 
am and luxuries of civilization Thar passions have 
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not yet much refined above the elemental For that 
fine and ennobling love which is the fruit of advanced, 
culture they have not yet developed the capacity 
But the maternal instinct remains among them in all 
its primitive strength And it has not to divide 
its sovereignty with the emotions of a later culture 
Relatively its force is greater, because undivided 
But, it must be said, in no class does maternal 
affection arouse, as it should, that persistent and 
laborious effort to tend and educate, which is its 
worthiest criterion The Indian mother is lavish 
with her caresses and endearments, as in other moods 
she may fly into fits of uncontrolled anger But, 
except fox the lengthy period of nursing, sometimes 
three and ordinarily two years, to which she is willing 
to devote herself, she shows only too little of that 
continuous and intelligent care which is expected from 
a mother Largely no doubt this is due to ignorance 
She has not — one might with justice say she is not 
allowed to have — rhe knowledge which is needed to 
be a good mother She is unaware of the most elemen- 
tary requirements of sanitation and health Worse 
still, she has not been trained to know the importance 
of compelling good habits and regular discipline in 
early childhood Again, though she is usually an 
affectionate, she is not often an inspiring, mother 
She is probably at her best as she sees her children fed 
with the food she has cooked herself, giving to each 
the tit-bits that she can, looking lovingly to their 
comforts, herself waiting till all are done before she 
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aad she clothes these -virtues, with sensuous charm and 
tnnscendent ecstasy She gives freely of herself 
with, both hands, by service and surrender, by vnst- 
fulness and delight 

It is in the quality of social charm that the Indian 
woman is most often lacking For the man she loves 
she can command ever} grace She can be coaxing, 
caressing, land, gentle, tender, submissive, all in one 
Even to the stranger, alone in her family as guest or 
dependent, she shows herself solicitous and badly, 
with a pleasing quiet charm that comes from the 
heart But she has not the habit of social entertain 
ment or that special training, so much a matter of a 
quickened intelligence, which is required to set general 
acquaintances at ease or to lead a conversation which 
should be at once comprehensive and light She has 
no general coquetry and vs often without that case of 
manner and unconstrained grace of movement in a 
crowded room, which can hard!) be acquired other 
wise than by the habitual usage of good society This 
lapse from complete achievement marks itself most 
strongly in the intonations of her voice For it must, 
alack, be admitted that the Indian woman’s voice is 
her weak point Here are few of those soft, round, low 
but dear mezzos and contraltos which like bronze 
bells sound so deliciously in a European drawing 
room The voice m India seems seldom to hav e that 
steady control and rounded timbre which » gained 
from the repres'ion of strained and unev cn notrn and 
the modulation of all tones to one easy ke) The 
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if the roadstead had come to a stagnation And jet — 
jet the course is set correctly and the sun is rightly 
taken It may be that the horizon is viewed too low 
and that the profundities of the human spirit are not 
yet plumbed, but the Indian woman crosses the 
• ivaters of life on a line true to her nature and her 
functions. 

There- is in all the Indian languages which derive 
from Sanscrit a word whose habitual usage is signifi- 
cant of a whole attitude to life, by whose meaning 
alone it is possible to understand the position sought 
by and accorded to womanhood It is the word 
“ dharma which has been constantly mistranslated 
into English as “ religion ” But when an Indian 
speab of “ dharma ” he means really the duties, 
divinely imposed if you hie or valid in nature, of his 
station Between this “ dharma ” and that, between 
the “ dharma ” of his own class or <ex and that of 
other?., he draws a sharp distinction. In England, too, 
this sense is not unknown and the great landlord, for 
instance, speaks with right of the dunes of his position, 
contrasting them with a broad distinction to those of 
the merchant, for example, or the workman Noblesse 
oblige is a proverb that has been applied in all countries 
But throughout Western thought there runs die idea 
that duty and morals must at bottom be one and the 
same for all It is only, one might say, as a concession 
that the special duties of each station are recognized , 
and at most they are referred rather to the accidentals 
of life, to those supererogatory virtues which may be 
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Indian girl is not c\ca taught to sing and knars 
nothing of \oicc production What httlc she docs 
sing untaught or worse than untaught, is more often 
a scream than a real melody Good i oiccs are almost 
the monopoU of the profes lonal dancing girl Hence 
c\cn in ordinary com creation, a lady’s speech tends, 
to harsh and abrupt sounds, Jinll and not bc-utifuL 
Her intonation is only too often an antidote to the 
charms of her fastidious neatness and her kindly eyes 
and smile 

Society, it must be said, and >oml com ere had in 
India ceased to exist some fifteen hundred years ago 
It docs not happen that a company of men and women 
meet on eass terms for entertainment \mh the 
pleasures of light and familiar com creation, not 
learned, neser please heasen, didactic or instrucmc, 
but closer, witty, illumined by intuitions and swift 
generalizations light of touch, and near to laughter 
i\ or is anything known of that innocent coquetry 
of well bred womanhood, which seels no particular 
stimulations but appeals for a general admiration, 
impersonally gi\ en to that fine spirited finely attractire 
being who is the last word in luxury and taste and 
womanly moderation 

In India as one knows u — whatever it may has c been 
in the remoter age pictured in the* cates of Ajanta — 
the aspirations of women hate taken a different couree 
through a more placid water Where they steer is 
no ebb and flow of conflicting purpose and sometimes, 
as they pass listlessly to the shore, it looks almost as 
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if the roadstead had come to a stagnation And jet— 
yet the course is set corxectlj and the sun is rightly 
taken It may be that the horizon is viewed too low 
and that the profundities of the human spirit are not 
yet plumbed, but the Indian woman crosses the 

‘Witters of life on a line true to her nature and her 
•“^functions 

* Thcte-is in all the Indian languages which dense 
from Sanscrit a word whose habitual usage is signifi- 
cant of a whole attitude to life, b> whose meaning 
alone it is possible to understand the position sought 
by and accorded to womanhood It is the word 
“ dharma” which has been constantly mistranslated 
into English as “ rehgion ” But when an Indian 
speaks of dharma ” he means really the duties, 
divinely imposed if yon like or -valid in nature, of Jus 
station Between tins “ dharma ” and that, between 
the “ dharma " of his own class or sex and that of 
others, he draws a sharp distinction In England, too, 
this sense is not unknown and the great landlord, for 
instance, speaks with right of the duties of his position, 
contrasting them with a broad distinction to those of 
the merchant, for example, or the workman Noblesse 
oblige is a proverb that has been applied in all countries 
But throughout Western thought there runs the idea 
that duty and morals must at bottom be one and the 
same for all It is only, one might say, as a concession 
that the special duties of each station are recognized , ^ 
and at most they are referred rather to the accidentals 
of life, to those supererogatory virtues which may be 
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expected. Lie magnanimity or liberality from the 
rich and powerful, or that exceptional patience and 
humility which many persons seem to expect from the 
needy and unfortunate The basic more permanent 
rules of moral conduct ate regarded as something 
absolute, unalterable, unconditioned E\ en the differ- 
ences of sex are forgotten in the abstract contemplation 
of fixed moral laws In practice, of cour 4 e, facts hate 
often compelled peoples to admit that differences 
do exist w the application of rules of conduct Thus, 
to tahe a recent instance, in the crisis of war public 
opinion has allowed that esen the supreme dijttes of 
citizenship press with divergent force upon marned 
and unmarried men Similarly it was until recently 
recognized by all and is even now by the greatest 
number that there are matters in which the conduct 
of men and women cannot be the same and that the 
same rights and duties cannot be applied mdiscrimm 
atdy to both sexes But the recognition was sddom 
more than tacit It was neter co ordinated, at least 
in England, to a reasoned view of life It was not 
built upon a deliberate analysis of natural differences 
m function and in sensory and nervous force It 
tended rather to be a mere concession to passing 
conditions of life Thought, when it was explicit, 
dwelt chiefly upon abstract ideas of equality and equal 
duties Some writers even tried to explain away the 
differences of character between men and women 
by referring them to mere accidents of environment, 
to women getting a less thorough, education, for 
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instance, or less of a chance in life, as it was called 
It was not openly and clearly recognized that th 
natures and functions of men and women were differen 
in essentials, and that the rules of conduct mus 
m consequence be relative to different needs anc 
purposes 

In India, the way in which “ dharma ”-is understooc 
has made such a mistake impossible From its un 
plications it is believed by all, or has until the last few 
years been believed, that duty must necessarily be 
relative to function and must correspond with fitness 
to inner nature A distinction so obvious and primary 
as that of sex can in consequence be ignored by none 
except a few recent abstract thinkers The rights 
and duties of women are defined in relation to the 
activities which are imposed on them by the principles 
of their nature , and the ideal which is painted is 
in harmony with the natural laws of flesh and spirit 
Modesty, self sacrifice, tenderness neatness, all that 
is delicate and fastidious, those are qualities which 
have a natural propriety To play her modest part 
in the family household quietly, to sw eeten life within 
the ndius of her influence, to serve her children, to 
please the man to whom 'he is dedicated, to receive 
pleasure in her love, and find happiness in the pleasures 
that she giv es, that is a w Oman’s ‘ dharma ” — her fitting 
performance of function It is not, of course, that 
Hinduism does not know that men and women are 
able m respect of certain faculties and both alike 
distinguished from other living creatures But it has 
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laid more stress upon the diffcrcrccs In function It 
has been able to <cc that the bang of each separate 
man and woman is one and indivisible, and that sex 
is not a mere distinction added or subtracted but 
rather the diape in which the whole lmng, acting 
human creature is cast and moulded Thu, which is 
the teaching of India’s philosophic}, is -ho the prac- 
tical wisdom of her peoples And this it ii which has 
Lept Indian women 'o superb!) natural, so calmly 
insistent on their sex la Northern Europe, it may 
perhaps be said, the evolution of womanhood has 
more rapidly progressed, in response to a quickl) 
developing environment , but in as far as it h-s rejected 
nature and inner law, it may the rather tend to be in 
fact a dneluti /t, a turn or twist from the road and 
not a progress In India evolution has been slow, 
cramped b) unnecessary superstitions and arbitrary 
abstentions, but in its main lines at least it is con 
sistent and natural. Its form is not unsuitable , 
though it still has to be filled with a larger and richer 
content. 

But the content of life in India is in truth already 
being enriched Her women arc no mere abstractions, 
fixed and immovable to be delineated by thin con 
ventional lines Rather must they be thought of as a 
mass oi concrete, distinguishable, living human bangs, 
moving as a whole towards a larger freedom Only a 
century ago when the greatest of German thinker®, 
Hegel, wrote his “Philosophy of Histor) ” he could 
with no little truth say that “ Indian culture had 
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ages o! ignorance have pruned and pinched the older, 
freer spint, bp superstitions and absurd asceticisms 
and misinterpreted authorities Only the ruling castes 
have enlarged themselves from the bondage by that 
more virile audacities In general even the primitive 
and natural classes, as they raise their status and 
become reflective, succumb to the same narrowing 
limitations and impose upon their womankind dis 
abilities which are external and mechanical but which 
thej sec current in the higher Brahmaruzcd dosses 
let m the older, nobler dajs, the Indian women had 
a hfe larger by far and more ndi in fulfilment To 
regain this, which after all is still a living ideal, 
and to ennoble and enlarge it further through that 
Greek thought — that inspiring humanity and breath 
of happiness— which is the life-giving element of 
European science and civilization, that vveic indeed 
an end worthy of a fine tradition To cut away from 
the bonds of fears and artificialities and non human 
hopes and terrors and seel only to be t wholly and fully, 
in the harmony of nature and function and sane 
development, preserving the eternal virtues of woman- 
hooch and finely conscious of a proud tradition — bj 
some such purpose surely might it be possible to secure 
safe continuity and social health while attaining a 
progressive and extended activity that should not be 
alien or discordant But the timidities of crude 
asceticism must first be overcome A generation 
must arise which can comprehend that self control 
is not abstention, far from it, but is found only when a 
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intercourse — an urbane fellowship in a human ctvttas x 
a citizenship in whose eujojmcnt, it might almost 
seem, lies the last test of civilization Hence the 
French woman, for her part, has trained hersdi or 
been trained to be the instrument oi a symphony oi 
urbanity and well bred fellowship, giving of her own 
characteristic qualities to be an inspiration and a 
standard to the cream c art Yet, with it all, the 
is emphatic of her sex From the highest to the 
lowest class, one may sec her, neat, well dressed, 
choice in adornment, lavish of Jove But «he u aho 
tirelessly ready to sen e, in her house keeping as ra 
affairs, devoted to the family of which she is the living 
bond, aw affectionate but careful mother who vs 
honoured and loved by her sons with a pure and 
tender fen our For in France, m spite of the general 
European tendency to moral absolutes at least m 
theory, the balanced sanity and practical wisdom of 
the people has never failed to iccogmze the different 
spheres and powers qualities and weaknesses, of men 
and women And further, Greek thought and an 
unbroken Roman tradition have kept alive in France 
the ideal of a temperate and steady fruition of a world 
that is made for mankind In India conditions are 
different and there is no tradition of mixed society- 
with an easy untrammelled exchange of ideas Yet 
even within the limits of the family, it might be 
thought, the added enjoyment and the larger and 
finer interests that would be gained by some such 
acquaintance with books and music and paintings, and 
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the nobler emotions thus ivon, should seem desirable 
to all who can think at all 

Controversy has raged fiercely in India round this 
question of woman's education The number of 
women who can even read and write, if all classes m 
the whole country are regarded, is a negligible 
quantity, so small it is , and there are vast tracts in 
which even Brahman girls remain wholly illiterate 
There are many to this day who bitterly oppose even 
the teaching of letters to girl children. That this 
can be the case is of course due to the ignorance of 
their parents They have not yet been able to grasp, 
nor do they know their own ancient history to sufficient 
purpose, that reading and writing is the birth right 
of every human being and a necessary condition of all 
intelligence and rational development They are not 
aware that the ancient ideal contemplated no such 
renouncement And quite without cause they fear 
that instruction for a few years in the elements of 
education would interfere with the routine of family 
life and the customs of marriage They have per 
haps never had it clearly put to them how simply this 
instruction could be fitted in with the usual programme 
of an ordinary household and how it need imply no 
departure from existing practice in other matters 
But indefensible though this opposition to elementary 
instruction must be, the objections against further 
education arc unfortunately by no means without 
excuse For it must with bitterness be confessed that 
the modern world, at any rate in Europe, has not yet 
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higher education can a&cct only a \ery small numba 
of the total The feeling of di'liLe is instinctive and 
intuitional rather than a reasoned criticism, and it 
has crept on hie a cloud of ‘mole over the whole 
field of elementary education Necessarily it has also 
obscured all view of a possible, better indigenous 
method of higher education, which should at once be 
consonant with the traditions of ancient India and the 
needs of women in Indian society Such a system 
appears now to hav e been set under way in the wonder 
working country of Japan, and with httle change 
might probably be made suitable to Indian conditions 
It deserves at least to be studied without prejudice 
and with a settled understanding of the requirements 
of the land and of the small classes of women who 
would directly benefit 

In spite of all obstacles, due partlj to the decay of 
older customs, partly also to imported confusions, it 
may be h°P c d that before long it will be admitted 
that every girl must be taught to read and write 
And one may even hope that a higher education wall 
ensue which, without slurring over a w oman’s earlier 
precocity and special talents, without ignoring her 
specific dunes as wife and mother, without forgetting 
the peculiar needs and excellences of her mind and 
body, will in addition male her more liberal, better 
instructed, a worthier companion and a nobler in 
spuation In India happily a girl is already allowed 
to know the facts of life and her emotions are at least 
natural But such an education as one foresees would 
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teach her to Lco-v more dearly and with *cicnlific 
truth how to be at once a pleating and happy wife and 
a good mother She, and through her the children 
whom die trains, would learn the cub of premature 
or too constantly rccurnrg child birth and ho v to 
a\oid them caul) She would know alio how to 
protect her family from uncleanly iurrouidirgj and 
unwholesome habits She would not unlearn but 
rather be taught c\en better the necessary am of 
c oolong and of reiving, the latter nowadays m many 
eases almost unknown. But in -dditioa she would 
also learn to appreciate the beautiej of language and 
of craftsmanslup, to hear and understand great poetry, 
and to feel her whole being thrill to a more glorious 
harmonj in response to the call of the fine arts She 
would still — like the l\air ladies of whom old Duarte 
Barbosa wrote— “hold it a great honour to please 
men.” Yet she would please rot merely by her passion 
and purity and service, but, keeping these, would also 
create a higher attraction of the spirit Thus would 
the lotus women of India be in truth such that of each 
it might be said ‘ She walla dchcatcls like a swan 
and her soicc u low and musical as the note of the 
cuckoo, calling softly in the summer day She is 

gracious and deter, pious and respectful, a loser of 
God, a listener to the virtuous and the wise ” 
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“ It may be all my love went wrong— 

A iciibe'i work urn* awry and blurred. 

Scrawled alter the blind evensong — 

Spoilt music with no perfect word " 

Tie Leper Swinbus*. 



